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Pope Francis describes Saint

Joseph as a beloved father, a
tender and loving father, an
obedient father, an accepting
father; a father who is creative-
ly courageous, a working fa-
ther, a father in the shadows.
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37% Bible did not mention a lot about St Joseph,
other than he was ‘husband of Mary’, a ‘carpenter’
and a ‘righteous man’. He was of the lineage of Da-
vid through Abraham. He lived in Nazareth and was
betrothed to Mary. He led a quiet and hidden life.
His age and death were not mentioned.

Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter entitled * With a Fa-
ther's Heart”, which was issued on the 150" Anni-
versary of the Proclamation of St Joseph as Patron
of the Universal Church, provided great insights into
the life and virtues of St Joseph from whom we
could learn. Pope Francis inspired us into appreciat-
ing, as well as imitating, the virtues of St Joseph as
shown in the following models of father:

1. A Beloved Father - Through his self-sacrifice
and self-gift, St Joseph partook in the salvation
history. He took Mary as his wife and nurtured
Jesus as ‘his son’.

2. A Tender and Loving Father- St Joseph built up
and cared tenderly for the Holy Family through
his self-sacrifice and self-gift. Holy Family is the
model of all intimate families. In St Joseph, Je-
sus saw the love of God. St Joseph set up a very
good example for us to realize that faith in God
includes believing that He can work even
through our fears, our frailties, and our weak-
nesses.

3. An Obedient Father — St Joseph obeyed the will
of God and followed God’s plan as revealed in
his four dreams. We too, need to be obedient to
God our Father, so that our children also obey
God'’s will.

4. An Accepting Father — St Joseph taught us to
accept God’ plan for us and accept challenges
and difficult moments as part of our life, be re-
sponsible to them and take decisive and proac-
tive actions, without any false hopes.

5. A Creatively Courageous Father -St Joseph set
up a good example to be creative and coura-
geous when we face difficulties and challenges,
so that we can be in union with God’s grace and
our creativity.

6. A working Father — St Joseph worked diligently
as a carpenter to support the Holy Family. We
do have to respect work and acknowledge oth-
ers who provide services to us, no matter how
trivial the service is so that our children, like us,
respect work and are willing to work to support
themselves and acknowledge the work of oth-
ers. Our attitude to work shows what kind of
person we are.

7. A Father in the Shadows — St Joseph’s example
reminds us that parents are only to accompany
our children when they are growing up. Certainly
not to control but support them in all reasonable
and sensible endeavours. As Jesus saw St Jo-
seph as the shadow of God the Father, we too,
as fathers, will project an image of God the Fa-
ther onto our children.

St Joseph had four dreams, during which the angel
of the Lord revealed to him the plan of God. St Jo-
seph acted prudently and decisively each time. St
Joseph lived a chaste love, dedicated to the Holy
Family. Selflessly he did not focus on himself but
rather on Jesus and Mary. He was able to transcend
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his own needs, desires, ambitions and connect
them with God’s plan for him to follow.

In Joseph’s first dream (also known as Joseph’s
annunciation), the angel of the Lord affirmed him
that Mary ‘s conception was by the Holy Spirit and
commanded him not to be afraid to take Mary as
his wife. His obedience to God and trust in His
Province to take Mary as his wife and name the son
borne by Mary, Jesus, changed the course of his
life. Since then, he played a pivotal role in the salva-
tion history.

In Joseph’s second dream, the angel of the Lord
told him to take Mary and infant Jesus to leave
Bethlehem and flee to Egypt. He had to solve all the
problems faced by migrants. He worked hard to
earn the livelihood for the Holy Family.

In Joseph'’s third dream, the angel of the Lord told
Joseph it was safe to go back to Israel.

In Joseph’s fourth dream, the angel of the Lord
warned him not to go to Judea. He went to Galilee
with the Holy Family and settled in Nazareth.

We can better honour St Joseph by imitating his
virtues. We need to open ourselves to God’s plan
and respond to the promptings of the Holy Spirit
with immediate, decisive, and proactive actions like
St Joseph.

Follow God’s plan and calling, trusting that God will
provide us with the necessary and sufficient grace
to accomplish what He calls us to do and be the
person we are called to be.

We need to train ourselves to be resilient in times of
joys and sorrows, trusting in His Providence to lead
us to hope and empowerment of the Holy Spirit as
we bring everything before Him in our life.

Trust that we will find happiness in self-sacrifice
and self-gift as St Joseph did.

Practise patient silence, which is a prerequisite to
develop trust in God, as St Joseph did before
God’s revelation to him in his first dream.

We have to remain steadfast when we face difficult
times and circumstances. Meet challenges head
on and live with integrity as St Joseph did, trusting
in His Providence.

We have to be creative and courageous when we
face difficulties and challenges. The Holy Spirit will
empower us to sustain hope. Rejoice in the gifts of
the Holy Spirit and apply them in our daily life to pro-
duce the fruits of the Holy Spirit.

Like St joseph, we need to engage and connect
with others to achieve what God wants us to do,
other than our own ambitions, plans and desires.
Opening our hearts and our minds and our lives to
Christ will lead others to open themselves and their
life to Christ too. When we
interconnect our lives with
the life of God, we will experi-
ence the richness of a life of
faith in God and be filled with
the fullness of God.

May the Holy Spirit empower
us to imitate St Joseph's vir-
tues and keep the practice of
his virtues at the heart of
everyday life and live a life
A\ that God wants us to.

St Joseph, please protect,

IR guide, and intercede for

us.

Joseph and
Mabel Chow
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ﬂfofe Francis on December 8, 2020 published an
Apostolic Letter Patris Corde —with a Father’s
Heart, to commemorate the 150" anniversary of the
declaration of Saint Joseph as the Patron of the Uni-
versal Church. Also, to mark this special occasion,
the Holy Father has proclaimed a “Year of Saint Jo-
seph”, running from December 8, 2020 to December
8, 2021. Even though this theme of Saint Joseph
applies to the universal church, it also has a special
meaning to our Australian Chinese Catholic Commu-
nity in Sydney.

The close relationship with Saint Joseph to our com-
munity is two folds. Many of us may not recognise
this relationship. First of all, if you google the Patron

Saint of China, you will get two answers. One of
them is Saint Mary, in the form of Our Lady of
Sheshan, Shanghai. The other is Saint Joseph'.
Hence, Saint Joseph is a patron saint of China.
Many years ago, | have a chat with Fr Paschal
Chang about this topic. At that time, he told me that
the Patron Saint of China is Saint Joseph. This also
leads to the second affiliation of our community to
Saint Joseph. Some of you may not realise that the
chapel we use to celebrate Mass at Asiana Centre,
Ashfield is called Saint Joseph’s Chapel. It was
named after the fatherly figure of the Holy Family. Fr
Paschal Chang wanted the congregation of Asiana
Centre always under the protection and guidance of
Saint Joseph.

The reason that many Catholics devoted to Saint
Joseph is because he is a symbol of humility, simplic-
ity, authenticity, diligence and obedience, all virtues
that Chinese culture and tradition hold supremely
important. Strangely enough, the Gospels are very
brief about him and they do not even record a word
of him. His “silence”, lived in dedication and service
to Mary and the Child Jesus, has a special value and
serves as an example of a diligent Christian.

In the Apostolic Letter Patris Corde, the Holy Father
also summaries the fatherly protection of Saint Jo-
seph into seven areas, namely, a beloved father, a
tender and loving father, an obedient father, an ac-
cepting father, a creatively courageous father, a

OF SAINT JOSEPH

Eddie Ho

working father and a father in the shadows. This
highlights the fatherly attributes of Saint Joseph. The
word father can also be substituted with the word
mother. This is what we want to emulate in our daily
life. In order to help us to emulate the virtues of
Saint Joseph, the Catholic Church in Australia is
providing us with a number of resources. One of
these resources is the monthly reflections. The other
is devotion to Saint Joseph which comprises a Litany
of Saint Joseph, consecration to Saint Joseph and
daily prayers to Saint Joseph. The goal is through
meditating on Saint Joseph we can put some of his
virtues into practice. Now, let us learn from some of
his virtues.

'http://www.fides.org/en/news/63859-ASIA_CHINA_The_Catholic_community_devoted_to_Saint Joseph_Patron_of China
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Tenderness and love

Saint Joseph showed Jesus and us the tender love
of God: “As a father has compassion for his chil-
dren, so the Lord has compassion for those who
fear him” (Ps 103:13). Saint Joseph would have
heard again and again from the Rabbis and trust
that God is a God of tender love and compassion.
Hence, he would have disciplined Jesus with love.
As humans, we have weaknesses and frailties. We
will make mistakes. But we must learn to look upon
our own and others’ weaknesses with tender mer-
cy. We have to trust that God is merciful and is
ready to forgive our sins when we repent. Saint
Joseph teaches us that faith in God includes believ-
ing that he can work even through our fears, our
frailties and our weaknesses. Since God is merciful
to his people, we have to treat others with tender
mercy too.

Obedience

Saint Joseph obeyed God whole-heartedly and
without doubt. When the Archangel Gabriel in-
structed him to marry Mary despite of her pregnan-
cy out of wedlock, he didn't reject Mary but fol-
lowed what Archangel Gabriel commanded him.
Obedience made it possible for him to overcome
the doubt. Additionally, when the angel told him to
flee to Egypt with the Holy Family because of the
imminent danger falling upon the Child Jesus, Saint
Joseph did not hesitate to obey, regardless of the
long and difficult journey involved. He chose to fol-
low God’s commandment even when facing the
unknown ahead. Just like Mary, Saint Joseph was
ready to say “fiat” to God in all situations. Similarly,
when we have to make decisions without knowing
what lies ahead, we have to trust in the guidance of
God after praying. We have to trust that what God
plans for us is the best for us.

Living in the shadows and humility

In the Gospels, Saint Joseph was portrayed as
someone who was living in the shadows. He was
not shown as an authoritative figure. When Saint
Joseph and Our lady found the child Jesus in the
temple, he was not the one who questioned the
child but it was Our Lady. Even when Jesus con-
tented that he must be at his father’s house, he did
not exercise his authority as a father and chastise
Jesus for disobedience but kept his cool. This inci-
dent was not to show that he was weak. It only
showed that he understood that he was the foster
father of Jesus only. He had to trust God and left it
to God to handle. In our daily life, we may encoun-

ter some unpleasant experiences or challenges, we
can confront the situations ourselves or humble
ourselves by letting the Spirit take control of what
we say and do.

o &

In summary, Saint Joseph provides us with a list of
virtues that will help us to mature as a Christian.
Also, Saint Joseph helps all the faithful “to strive for
the holiness and the perfection of their particular
state of life”. His life is a concrete proof that it is
possible to put the Gospel into practice. Following
the examples of Saint Joseph, we can achieve
much with silence, obedience, trust and diligence.
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| felt the best way to honour St Joseph and to ex-
press what he means to me, | needed to write a sto-
ry about him. This was inspired by a variety of an-
swers my friends shared with me regarding who St
Joseph means to them.

‘| don’t deserve...” an angry voice drifts from the
doors of St Peter Julian’s Catholic Church. The door
creaks loudly shut as a young man quietly hurries
out through the wooden doors. | return to meditating
on the glorious mysteries as a young woman with
her son walks through the squeaky doors. The voice
outside gets louder... “THIS TICKET IS ...”

My attention drifts up and around as my time in pray-
er passes. | always enjoy the peace that St Peter
Julian’s Church offers, and | have a habit of observ-
ing people who come in and pray.

There was an older man sitting to the side with his
eyes closed, almost sleeping, as he faces in the
same direction of a woman and her son who walk
over to a statue of Our Lady, lighting a river of red
candles. There is also a young man with round
glasses, who has just entered the church. This man
quickly makes a profound bow and then hides him-
self in the area of the tabernacle, entering into deep
contemplation on the surrounding kneelers.

Two girls come in quietly, whispering behind me as
they take out their jangling rosaries.

“Did you hear that the man outside just got a ticket?
The swearing and aggressiveness | heard from him
was scary! He wasn’t even wearing a mask. | think
he could be infectious as well.”

“Yeah Lilly, before there was also a young man
wearing a brown mask beside him. He was being
yelled at for no reason. Poor man. He was so patient
in trying to calm him down before the police came;
probably so the madman wouldn’t become a danger
to himself and those around him.”

Katrina Yip

My eyes close again and | continue to pray, calmed
by the sound of fresh holy water coming from the
rock fountain, drifting in and out of prayer.

| decide to go out to the foyer for a breather, | start
looking through the March edition of the “Australian
Needs Fatima” magazine which someone had left
near the timber door. Finding something on page
nineteen that sparks my interest, | sit down on a
higher step of the wooden spiral staircase, quietly
hidden away.

The squeaky doors open again, and | hear many
more footsteps in both directions.

“I truly believe that if this is what God wants of me
and my family, it is more than | can ask for. Work will
come when the time is right. Good advice Father
Don! | promise | will listen to it.” A hearty laugh and
more murmurs.

| was ready to leave, and | make my way halfway
towards Central Station, when | remember | had left
my precious green Mackillop scarf back at the
church.

As | head back, almost reaching the steps of the
Church, | slow down. A strange and puzzling sight
unfolds before me.

| hear a familiar hearty laugh coming from a young
man walking out, holding the hand of the same radi-
ant woman that | saw with her son earlier in the
church. The whole family walk slowly and serenely
out of the doors and this beautiful maiden whispers
something in his ear. The young man turns his head
slightly to the left and to the right, opens up his worn
-down wallet and pulls out some red coloured notes.
He then gently places them under the parking ticket
that was tucked behind the windscreen wipers of the
car parked outside. His young son observant and
nodding. The man slowly wipes his hands against his
greasy pants, readjusts his circular glasses behind
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his brown covid mask, and slips his arms protective-
ly around his wife and son. They quickly walk past
and disappear out of sight.

| push through the doors, and they open smoothly
without a sound.

The Blessed Sacrament exposed on the altar, beck-
ons to me.

That’s strange | think to myself.

| think something’s changed here?

Epilogue

Based on my story, can you figure out which man is
St Joseph?

The answer is a really simple one. Each man in this
story is St Joseph!

He is the quiet and meek young man who slips out of
the Church to help bring peace to an irate man in a
desire to help protect the Church and his family.

He is the same man that returns and quickly hides &

himself away near the tabernacle - a man who has a
deep intimacy with our Lord and is always praying
for the salvation of others.

He is the same man that speaks to the priest, is obe- ;f’.
dient to his advice, and shares his openness of trust- |

ing in God’s will even though he does not under-
stand his current situation of poverty and unemploy-
ment.

He is also the very same man who walks out with his

holy family, after long periods of prayer together. He
leads his family to what is right, giving more than
what they have to a man who is having a hard time —
a parking ticket fine and a possible arrest.

St Joseph is the protector of his family. He guards
and honours his immaculate wife and models to his
son what it means to give in abundance by being a
self-gift to another in the moment.

St Joseph is an extraordinary man but in the most
ordinary ways.

He is so silent, so humble, so unseen, that we have
no idea that he has been present in our lives be-
cause his aim for us is to focus our attention on
Christ. He is the model for every man in any era on
what it means to be a virtuous man of God, to be a
man of service, to be a good father and spiritual fa-
ther. He is a man that all men can be.

Finally, he is a gift to us all.

In the story, St Joseph leaves an ultimate gift for the
narrator, which represents us.

He uses his own talents of workmanship to fix the
squeaky door so that when we enter the peaceful
domain of our tabernacle, our holy place of worship
and prayer, we no longer are disturbed by the temp-
tations and noisy distractions that come our way.

St Joseph’s greatest love is God and by his example
he helps change us in his hidden way so that we can
love God as much as he does.

St Joseph, protector of the Holy Church, please
pray for us!
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Australian Catholic Chinese Community Pledge Report
Summary for the 31st year - 1/7/20- 30/06/21
EoT—EEMAZH=Z AEBUBASET2ER

Total number of confributors FBIEASE - 8

Total amount pledged HETE 2.400.00

Total amount received EWEIERIE 2,100.00
CCPC Contribution HWEBREES 127,240.00
WSCCC Contribution BifREER = A BB 42 519.81
Other donation Efhigsh 4,000.00
TOTAL INCOME @m At 175,859 81

_OZO0OFtRE_O_—FAMETERZMEEL - TEL
R EREEEEE136,045.13T -

Living allowances paid to Fr. Lu, Fr. Wang & Pastoral Associate

for 12 months (July 2020 to June 2021) were $136,045.13.

E# Ms Alice Ching, Ms Teresa Lo BB REETSE—+—F
#9z8385TEl - We sincerely thank Ms Alice Ching, Ms Teresa Lo and
6 others for their continuous suppart to our 31st year pledge.

***The above financial information is provided by ACCC treasurer Ms Beatrice Hai ZErEENAT LT HEA BEHHEGEEL

For the period 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021
AEHEANEER

INCOME WA

Donations-Tithing +— =&

Repayments fram ACCC (Francisville and Air-conditioning costs)
EWEEInE/ \AEREEET (FELERESH)

Offertory Collections-Masses HEI =&

Motor Vehicle trade-in S M EES

Interest received 1T FISWLA

Donations-General E= =&

Other income EEULA

TOTAL INCOME £2UIA

EXPENDITURE 37

Contribution to ACCC SR E2EHAETHENEE
Contribution to ACCC-Asiana 3/ 2= Pl

Motor vehicle purchase BEESE

Mator Vehicles Expenses SEEERS3E

GA - Repairs & Maintenance E&EHE - £E RES
Matar Vehicles Expenses - Depreciation 35 - T2
Liturgical ltems 2 FE&E

Depaosit for new blinds-Asiana SIEEHE - TH P10
Printing & Stationery EIRIFZER S

General Activity Expenses —32 225X

IT Expense ERRTRHEEEESX

Audio Visual/Electronics - Depreciation (iRESEEF- 7=
Contribution to SPJ HEREE£ERE REFHE

Gifts &R

Religious Books & Articles S EgEw =

Other EEE=X

TOTAL EXPENDITURE £37iH

**The financial information is provided by CCPC treasurer Mr. Kevin Wong
ENmNEEEEE SN EREAEEE

CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL COMMUNITY
INCOME & EXPENDITURE REPORT (UNAUDITED)"

_ECEFTA-HE_E_—H/A-TANANZHES (RERR)

127 417

58,000
47743
8.000
6.371
5.132
349

253,012

97 240
30,000
27 624
12773
7.873
7.965
4 687
4545
3.567
3.273
2729
2624
2500
2317
1.263
2203

213,183
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| CCPC Youth Autumn/

Wmter update

\

Bilingual Mass/Sunday Youth Group

In Term 2 2021, the community introduced an English/
Cantonese bilingual Sunday Mass at Asiana Centre.
Sunday school classes returned to face to face, gath-
ering after Mass. Sunday Youth also started meeting
up after Mass for a short fellowship and meeting, with
food of some sort involved of course. During this peri-
od, we had planned a few activities to increase the
involvement of youth within the community, such as
helping out in the preparation of Mass, cleaning
chairs, and serving morning tea. And of course there
were some planned activities that were cancelled
such as the Mother’s day yum cha.

Term 3 started in a way none of us expected with
COVID restrictions prevented us from meeting face to
face. Thank God for technology, we were able to
switch to virtual gatherings and fellowship on Sunday
mornings. We explored different types of prayer such
as Lectio Divina, Imaginative prayer, Visio Divina and
Singing/Music. Regardless of the format of our gather-
ings, we will continue to learn ways to deepen our
faith, to encourage and support each other and have
fun.

Vinnies Snack Pack project

The Sunday Youth launched Operation: Vinnies Snack
Pack in term 2. We aimed to pack at least 200 snack
packs for Vinnies Van Services. We invited the whole
community to work together to achieve this goal by
donating food or cash. Despite the fact that three
weeks after the launch of this project it ended prema-
turely due to COVID restrictions. Despite this, we still
collected a good amount of cash and food donations.
A big thank you to everyone in the community for your
generosity.

&) St Vincent de Paul Society

S

qovd works

Supporting Vinnies Van Services 2021

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

AWARDED TO
Chinese Catholic Pastoral Community, Ashfield
IN SINCERE APPRECIATION OF YOUR PROVEN COMMITMENT TO BRINGING DIGNITY,
COMPORT, CONFIDENCE, HOPE AND JOY TO THOSE WHO NEED IT MOST,
. Wusslina

Manager, Metmopoliosn Youth and Schooks Engagessent

THE ST VENCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 15 AN INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY, CATHOUC ORGANISATIC
WHIO SERVE THE POCH, FICMITESS AND UNEMPLOYED, IRRESFECTIVE OF THITR BACE \'|I|1I

||\ MIEN AND WOMEN,
O BELIETS

Vinnies
Snack Pack
' donation
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Online Youth Alpha 2021

The Online Youth Alpha had the Holy Spirit Day retreat online in early July due to COVID restrictions.
We had great fellowship games and prayer ministry time together. Special thanks to the helpers, Abi-
gail, Andrew, Christopher, Joshua and Sophia, for preparing and hosting games. Thank you to the
leaders and helpers for their time and effort. We also thank Fr. Lu for accompanying us and giving us
his words of wisdom and blessing. Even though we much preferred to gather face to face, we experi-
enced once again that the Holy Spirit works everywhere and in any form.

Looking forward

The long lockdown in Term 3 had definitely put a pause on the face to face youth ministry within the
community. You would surely agree that the side effects of the lockdown in the physical, social, emo-
tional and spiritual aspects of these young people are unprecedented. None of us could have fully un-
derstood and prepared for it. But it is in these times of uncertainty that we truly show our trust in God.
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.”(Rm8:28). We prayerfully hope that every youth in our care can ex-
perience the warmth and love
within the community and bring
that light and love from Jesus to
others around them. We pray
that everyone in the community
will use this time as a spiritual
pause to strengthen his/her per-
sonal relationship with God. We
look forward to have more initia-
tives and projects that the whole
community could collaborate
together.  May God keep us
and strengthen us.
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X 4 gE A & F B Chinese Catholic Pastoral Community

kb Address: 38 Chandos Street, Ashfield NSW 2131

# E#7 Chaplain: § § #¢ ¥ Fr Joseph Lu OFM T 3% Tel: 0431 962 786
J 1t Website: www.ccpc.net.au

@ ¢ Email: info@ccpc.net.au

#& * T #8 Sinica Email: sinica@ccpc.net.au

B2 EERF Mass Time:

W ORP AR 2L Bap B ¥ St Dominic's Church, Flemington i p F = -+ - L R®3E
Y FE % 38 Chandos Street, Ashfield 3 p + =L pF 232 2 iF
THEREF 0S4 R BE KT 641 George Street, Haymarket - p + = L+ — pF % 2%

+1 g kT At BT I0aRkE o 5 it Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass on every first Friday at Ashfield:
6:30pm % 3% f- 8pm English

YOUR SUPPORT Bent 35
CCPC has a bank account for receiving dona- -
tions. If you would like to donate, please make all FEBEMWT - BREI|TFZDAGFES o o T8

donations to the following bank account WA S B, RIS endR AR TR T g4
Bank: Commonwealth Bank

3 =
Account Name: Chinese Catholic Pastoral Com- i 4 Commonwealth Bank

munity Inc Pk = L AfiL: Chinese Catholic Pastoral Community Inc
BSB: 062 000 BSB: 062 000 & = 7 5. 1594 7930

Account Number: 1594 7930 : ' e

Thank you for your generosity and support. B HIE e L $F o
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