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The ﬁﬁbt:___yuu will always have
with youyjand you can help them
any time youjwant. But you will
not always have me. (Mark 14:7)
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The oor : N
always have with
you

The words of Jesus, “The poor you will
always have with you,” have sometimes
been misunderstood. Jesus was not
saying that poverty is inevitable so

there is not much you can do about it.
Jesus was quoting from the Book of
Deuteronomy where Moses is giving a
speech to the Israelites as they prepared
to enter the Promised Land. Moses tells
them that there will be abundance in the
new land and thus there is no reason for
poverty.

Then Moses recognises, notin a
complimentary way, that despite this
abundance, “the poor you will always
have with you.” In other words, even
though there is enough for everybody, it
will probably not be distributed fairly. Far
from simply accepting poverty as a fact of
life, Jesus is quoting a passage that says
that this should not be so. In effects, he
says as in this passage of Mt 26:10-13,
“Why do you worry over this woman’s act
of generosity", when you have accepted
a system which leaves so many people in
need? It is a good question to think about
in our daily life. Charity is important to
address immediate needs, but it does not
solve problems in the long run. We need
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Fr Martin Low OFM

to believe it or we miss the true challenge
of the Gospels.

As | reflect on the Cover Page, | realised
the great companionship in sharing that
spiritual moment. | realise we are poor

in some ways, materially and spiritually.

| ponder my experience, “Am | the poor
among them” or “who are the poor among
us”. All of us have different needs and
desire. | recognise that the way for us to
be in this world is to focus on the spiritual
life, our own as well as the spiritual life of
each one of the people that we meet. All
the spiritual events will become part of our
enduring search for the truth of life and
the love of God. For blessed are the poor
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God.

| also realised that some of the people

in the picture are missing. Clare Kwan

is in Taiwan doing her formation to be a
nun. May she has a spirit filled vocation.
Concepta Li is back in Hong Kong and

| pray that she is doing well. Lawrence
Cheong is back to Melbourne and | wish
him success in his life. Finally, thanks to
Clara Kayee Lee for her 6-7 years with
the Community. We don’t always have
each other all the times. Let us remember
to cherish those spiritual moments we
had, for friendship is made up of those
spiritual moments when we are able to
listen to one another. After all, the rich
and the poor have a common bond, The
LORD is the maker of them all. (Proverbs
22:2)

| wish everyone a Blessed Easter. May
the spirit of the Resurrected Lord and the
Holy Spirit descended on all - to make
us into a church that is living, renewed,
refreshed, and revitalised to do his
mission.



02

Philomena Lee

The Red Thread

There was a Chinese folklore that talks about an
invisible red thread that connects those who are
destined to meet. Over time and space, this thread
may tangle, stretch, be strung, or become loosened
but will never break. This thread that is tied to our
ankle is what takes us to where we are and puts us
amongst whom we are with. | found this concept of
interconnectivity absolutely fascinating.

We are connected with one another in such a way
that when pressure is applied at one point of the
thread, a tug would be felt at the other end. As
pressure increases, that tug would be stronger and
the cut keener. If pressure is removed, the thread
would run with apparent ease. As we interact with
one another in this grid of crisscross and parallel
arrangement, the key is to maintain a state of
balance. This state can be brought about when we
are being attentive to the needs of each other’s.

When you take a look at the people around us,
have you ever wondered why we are where we
are? In the circle of our families and friends, what
is the bond that draws and binds us all together?
Whilst ancient Chinese spun the tale of the

red thread, in the context of our faith, how are

we connected with one another? | found some
parallels between the running of the red thread and
how Christians relate to one another.

God, our creator, laid down this intricate network
that connects each and every one of us as He
created us. He placed us where we are and
amongst whom we are with and willed us to know
and to find Him, and ultimately, to be with Him.

To draw and bind us all together, He sent his only
Son to show us the Way to Him. Finding Him is not
a venture that we embark on our own but is about a
journey that we make with the people we are with.
Jesus brought us His peace. As we bring His peace
to the people around us, this act is what helps
maintain the balance in this network. Together, in
His peace, we go about finding God, who is at the
centre of His creation.

Yet there are so many times that we do not see

the needs of others or hear their cries for help. We
are too busy thinking about our wants and slow to
respond to others in need. We become numb to the
tugs and pulls at our feet and at our hearts.

As we have celebrated Easter and the coming of
the Holy Spirit at the Pentecost, our faith is once
again renewed. May the Holy Spirit open our eyes,
our ears and our hearts to reach out and bring
Jesus’ peace to one another.

Next time, when you feel a tug at your ankle or at
your heart, turn around and take a closer look. It
may be the call for you to bring Jesus’ peace to the
people near you.
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Faith in action: Catholic
Asian Students Society
serves at soup kitchen

Stephanie Lan

It is just after 12 o'clock: the aroma of baked
potatoes fills the dining room as the men begin
to arrive. A few chat away animatedly while
others sit, silent and contemplative, some read
the newspaper, others listen to music. All of
them are homeless — or are at risk of becoming
so. They are men who have fallen through the
cracks of a society that has left them behind in a
race for profit and greed. But here, it is a place
for nourishment where they can reclaim a sense
of being a valued human again.

Matthew Talbot Hostel, based in
Woolloomooloo, provides crucial services like
these daily soup kitchens to give homeless
men the support they need to get back on their
feet. Like all community services, they are
heavily dependent on volunteer efforts. Since
2007, the Catholic Asian Students Society has
volunteered at lunch time on Saturdays. Some
of the work includes clearing plates, cleaning

the dining room and, most importantly, engaging
with those who come in for meals. It is a
valuable opportunity for us as Catholics to give
back to the community and to see Christ reveals
in those around us, especially in the poor.

Serving the homeless brings the human person
back into a situation that has become all too
usual society. Not having a home to live in
is a direct violation of human dignity, yet the
homeless are constantly overlooked. As Jesus
said, “I have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full” (John 10:10), we all
have responsibility to promote the good of the
community and ensure that every person gets
the dignified life that God intended. Helping
out at soup kitchen is a step towards this. It is
also a fun opportunity to bond with our fellow
volunteers and employees who are working
together in a common vision for a better society
— and a great way to spend an afternoon.

CASS is an inter-university society with
presence at the four major universities in
Sydney. Each branch volunteers on a rotational
basis each week. To find out more about
Matthew Talbot Hostel, visit their website: http://
www.vinnies.org.au/page/Find_Help/NSW/
Housing/Matthew_Talbot_Hostel/

“Soup kitchen shows to me the depth
of those who are less privileged than
ourselves in society. The hard work of
volunteers here is at the heart of continuing
to provide a safe haven for those who need
one. | try to interact with the homeless as
much as possible through just a few words
of hello or sports talk; | find they are willing
to interact and are always appreciative for
your help. Overall it's a great experience
that one must have.”

- William Ku, Usyd CASS

“I wasn’t expecting much aside from
spending my Saturday afternoon cleaning
and serving food with a bunch of awesome
people like Barbara and the chefs. It was
a really fulfilling experience to be able to
participate - seeing the smiles and laughs,
realised that being in a community provides
a significant sense of belonging.”

- Teresa Winata, Usyd CASS
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Sharing fro
baptised

the newly

When | was 10-12 years old | went to local
Catholic Church every week for a couple of weeks
with family friends but stopped since | started high
school and haven’t thought about it much since.
My interest and thoughts of Jesus Christ started
when my sister has been baptized, in which |
believe God has a calling for me. | hope the
Catholic faith will help me become a better person,
in finding the peace and strength inside me. |
also think if children were to grow up following the
Catholic faith they would benefit from it.

Since learning more about Christianity, | have
developed a deeper connection with Christ. |
have come to realize everyone is so loving and
wanting to help each other which make me more
certain that this is how | want my future family
to be raised. | have learned that God loves me,
never changes and will always be there for me. |
have enjoyed going to Church and listening to the
Bible every night, and wish to apply it to my daily
actions.

Getting baptized means a lot to me. | know that
my sins are forgiven because God sent his only
son Jesus Christ to die for me so | can live in
Heaven forever. | want to give my life completely
to Him, and show that | will always be a follower of
Him.

| am thankful that | have been baptized and re-
commit myself to the Lord. | have chosen to take
the opportunity so that | can fully accept Christ as
my Savior.

Vincent Cheong
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Growing up, | went to church occasionally with
my aunt and learnt a little about God and Jesus. |
knew God has created the world and other stories
that | have learnt from bible when | was young
were true. But | always felt like something is
missing that seems important.

One day, my partner has suggested and invited
me to join him to Church, which | thought was
a great idea. Especially when my parents have
recently been baptized and have seen the goods
in them. Since then, | know what has been
missing, and it is the personal relationship with the
Savior Jesus Christ.

Without God, there wouldn’t be you nor |. God
has been teaching me to love and to forgive
people, especially those who have wronged me.
| have also learnt to be generous with everything,
especially to those who are in need. Learning
how to pray, read/listen to the bible and apply it
to my life are also part of the progress that | truly
appreciate.

| am thankful that | have been baptized because
God came in my life and has helped me to this
moment. | am also thankful for all that God has
provided to me. With the wrongs that | may have
done, the day of Baptism has become a mark on
my timeline where | will now try to follow Him as
best as | can. As such, the old has gone, the new
is here!

| have put all my hope, trust and faith in Jesus and
I am now living for God’s Kingdom and not on my
own. | am now looking forward to my new life.

Elvina Wong
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Report on the Franciscan Catholic Chinese Mission
Service (Help the Wounded Church in China)
hEEEEE (EMZENPEHE) S

The “Help the Wounded Church in China” project
was set up by our late beloved Chaplain Fr.
Paschal Chang OFM, who always cared for the
Church in China and offered help to the Church
in China in various ways. One of the initiatives of
the project was the Franciscan Catholic Chinese
Mission Service which offered scholarship program
for priests in China to come to Australia to study
philosophy and theology at post-graduate level. The
Franciscan Catholic Chinese Mission Service has
great support from the community and was funded
entirely from the generous donation from members
of the community and other benefactors. Since 2006
to the conclusion of the scholarship program, it has
sponsored five young Chinese priests to come to
study in Sydney, three from Shandong and two from
Hubei. After intensive English language training,
three priests have undertaken post graduate studies.
Currently Fr. Lu has joined the Franciscan and is
undergoing formation in Melbourne, Fr. Gong is
serving in Brisbane and Fr. Fu is serving in Sydney.
For the rest, Fr. Ren has returned to China to serve
the Chinese Church in Shandong and Fr. Gao has
left priesthood.

As at December 2013, there is a surplus of fund to
the amount of $25,923 from the Franciscan Catholic
Chinese Mission Service and is under the custodian
of the Board of Australian Catholic Chinese
Community. At the recommendation of Fr. Joseph
Lu, the Board has used $25,000 from the surplus
fund to donate to the Parish Priest of De Zhou,
Shandong, the home province of Fr. Chang in China,
towards the construction cost of a new church in De
Zhou. The balance of the surplus fund of $923 has
been transferred to the ACCC bank account for the
use of the community.

On behalf of the late Fr. Chang OFM, the Chinese
community and the five priests benefitted from the
scholarship, we thank all the faithful for the generous
financial support and prayers offered for “Help
the Wounded Church in China” project and the
Franciscan Catholic Chinese Mission Service.

Board of the Australian Catholic Chinese Community

18t April, 2014.
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Green mountain washes itself in rains,

Dozing off in dream of rolling clouds.
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Rains and clouds come and go,
Stay still the mountain green.
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Translation:

Morally upright and lofty as a high mountain,
Incorrupt and pure as ice.

Magnanimous virtue and pleasing like a gem; A
pearl and perfect wisdom.
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RISE 7O THE
CHALLENGE

on 20 June and help
Australia’s homeless
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Reference:
 http://www.evanlife.org.hk/evan_ss/
evan_ss09.htm

e http://203.198.160.149/web/religion/
sai/stvdp.htm
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ECIZFTIUZRTCAZ SMNMTE
l FQTNEUDBSOQTEFOGH
S Q DY BEQLNMINEPF
U S YI EAWTITIIEHN
G SMGTSTVEUOHA
z EI PDVINZCUCTYT FT
J LAV GTW¥H ONTI
- 3 M ELSQUVAITHR
S OML DDTZRILILA
ML CJTULEMNTITILU HM
] & A F AHY OSCTH HLA
— JOYWGYETYUPEKS
7 Almsgiving Love
Beatitudes Peace
Charity Sacrifice
Jesus Samaritan
Joy Smile
AOFrOSS

HEHeOODm-= Q===

3. A word starts with K, which means being geed te athers

5. A word starts with H, which means giving hands to others

7. A word starts with C, which means look after

Diawm

1. A word starts with L, which is more than “"like*

2. A word starts with J, who iz sur Saviour and God

d. A word starts with H, which means something that is necessary

6. A word starts with P which means a aonditien opposite to being rich

Fill in the colours for Jesus and the people who need us.

Answers to
crosswords:
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CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTRE
INCOME & EXPENDITURE REPORT
For the period 1 July 2013 to 31 March 2014
BqAXFENEDCF 2R UAE SR AECTERY
INCOME J¥ A,
Donations-Tithing {f—2 & 181,687.06
Offertory Collections &g &: 57,599 40
Interest received $E{TH 8 16.,681.14
Donations-General —#% 8 &t 11,174.15
Special Functions 45 511 & 381493
Other H il A 43975
TOTAL INCOME &Il A $271,396.43
EXPENDITURE B>
Contribution to ACCC 1888 1M = 22 A EIRE 67,200.00
Contribution to ACA 885 &8 it .0 37,500.00
Stipend % 27,828 .00
Special Functions Expenses % BIf& &R 24 59093
Motor Vehicles Expenses iSE (R& R 588 11,422 .98
GA - Repairs & Maintenance E-xFHBEERRESR 6,120.83
Medical Expenses EERE 369591
Gifts 8 300077
Liturgical ltems 8% A& 3,043.79
Printing & Stationery EFRIZ: 2 & Hdh 2,884 64
Donation Expense 18 B3 285615
Ministerial Supplies @& 1,700.00
Bulletin #% S8 5 1658.32
General Activity Expenses — i3 ig &3 1,494 39
Internet Expense & BiER 3 1295561
Other H i 244698
TOTAL EXPENDITURE fEpH3 $198,829.20
W REHHED R REESSHBE R

JBNR 3 2 A B R A B 4 S R ER
Australian Catholic Chinese Commnity Pledge Report
Summary for the 24th year - 1/7/13 to 31/3/14 - 3 —_+U&E

Total number of contributors 588 A 15
Total amount pledged SOIEFRIE ¢ 34,560
Total amount received BUWERIEFIE @ $4510
Surplus from previous year EFEfEfE : $31,923
CCPC Contribution  WEHIMEFR ©  $44.100
TOTAL INCOME s $80,533

—_O—=FtAZE_O0—MEFE=RPHNEAZHEHR B  RIETRNRNBEE RIS £ 69426 7T ©
Living allowances paid to Fr. Low, Sr. Chiu, Sr. Chang & Pastoral Associate for 9 months (July 2013 to March 2014) were $69 426

BRHHEHR T A \E e R A e it

2

FranT e IR FMEAAE RizADD D
WiEe Parga . B Py pIEIRE -
FEE RE RED Rk FRE 112 FH
B AP S9 FokE ZAT F¥n ﬁi?ﬁ-

ANNA YUPANA CHONG NEE NUMSUPANAN
MARIA BOONCHU MAH NEE MANUSUK

ok
HERD
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KEZE AE DL Chinese Catholic Pastoral Centre
it Address: 38 Chandos St., Ashfield NSW 2131

#EM Chaplain: 2I¥EE®R Fr Martin Low OFM EEE 0424 883 838

#33t Website: www.ccpc.net.au

ZEH Email: info@ccpc.net.au TSHEE: sinica@ccpc.net.au
B ZIER Mass Time:

ERBRIEEILFEERRHE FHEF+—B¥ (EFE

SO EEER/N

EREED(ABH

& (38 Chandos St., Ashfield) FHEFNRE (B /B
KERHE (641 George St., Haymarket) FH EF+—F (E:B)

BREEHAMK E2/THHRE /0 EE Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass on every first Friday at Ashfield: &

6:30pm (Z3E) A 8pm (English)
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