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Be Brave and of

Good Courage ....

We as a member of the Chinese Catholic
Pastoral Community committed ourselves
to following in the footsteps of Christ by
observing the Holy Gospel. However,
this commitment takes on flesh only in the
concrete circumstances of our lives. And
so one who is in a position of leadership
among the members must listen
attentively to them in the midst of those
concrete circumstances. Only when one
understands how the real world impacts
those members can one “admonish” them
— that is “to remind them” to base their
lives on the foundational values of our
shared commitment and to encourage
them. The word encouragement comes
from the Latin word ‘cor’ — heart. To
encourage is to inspire with hope and
confidence, to hearten, to spur on or to
stimulate. This is precisely for those in
position of leadership to listen and to try
to know the concrete circumstances of
your lives today, given that awareness —
limited as it is. We must not give in to the
emotion of fear but to encourage you from
the heart, to inspire you, to spur you on to
greater things from the good to the better.

We are blessed. We are blessed to have
members, young and old coming to
Church. We are blessed with resources.
We have made great strides with what we
have.
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Fr Martin Low OFM

Many of us are involved in some
ministries or groups. Some feel that you
are already stretched too thin wearing
several hats and may need to pull back.
Some expressed uncertainty about the
future of various ministries. Perhaps it
is time again to enter into a spirit-led
reflection, discernment and dialogue.

A number of us expressed the sentiment
“those were the days” concerning the
change that has taken place within the
community. There is no turning back. So
what lies ahead? There is a need for the
members to become aware and accept
the changes.

| invite our members to take an active
ownership of their faith and their
belonging to this faith community. There
is much that can be done and needs to
be done. The harvest is indeed plentiful
and we need disciples; harvesters to the
vineyard!

We are approaching Advent. Advent is a
time of waiting, as in the first Christmas
story Mary as the expectant mother waits
with a mix of anxiety and excitement

for the birth of Jesus. This advent |
encourage you to take the time to reflect
on what you personally ‘wait for’? The
spiritual task of Christmas is to welcome
a ‘new child’ into our world and thus we
need to ask what could be born or reborn
for each of us this Christmas? Just as
when we were kids, dare we make a wish
for something new in our lives? What
would this be and will we be able to make
room in the Inn for it?

There is great spirit among you all. Hold
on to that spirit. Do not let your hopes,
dreams and visions be extinguished.

Do not be afraid. | pray that one day
Asiana Centre will not be large enough to
accommodate all the members.

Wishing all a Blessed Christmas and
Happy New Year 2014!
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Dreams for
. the Church
' and Our

4 Community
Joseph Chow

| have the following humble dreams for the Church and
our community.

We the children of God will one day dwell in our Father
enjoying the Heavenly banquet in Heaven together,
where there will be no more death, and no more
mourning or sadness or pain. The world of the past has
gone (Rev 3-4). Before that day, all of us can experience
Heaven on earth and the Christians on earth enjoy a
foretaste of the blessings that are yet to be revealed.

While we the children of God are travelling on the
pilgrimage journey towards the Father, we need the
Church that Jesus instituted to guide us to love Him, be
a part of His family, become like Him, serve Him, and
tell others about Him and protect us from the temptation
to do evil and all that is not what God wants. Hence

the Church plays a very vital role in our formation and
revealing God’s plan for us. The present Church is very
much criticized of Her bureaucracy and is not the way
that Jesus wants Her to be.

Pope Francis can mend the Church, bring a new style

of openness and simplicity to the Vatican, and reach

out to the most marginalised of the Church's 1.2 billion
followers. The Church can strip of herself of worldliness
as its danger threatens everyone in the Church, leading
us to vanity, arrogance and pride as Pope Francis said
during his visit to Assisi in Oct 2013. | also hope that God
will help Pope Francis lead our Church - "a church that is
poor and for the poor". All of us can respond positively to
Pope Francis’ invitation to pray for God’s grace “to have
the courage to strip ourselves of this worldliness that is
the cancer of society” as St Francis did. | firmly believe
this is what Jesus wants His Church and children of God
to be.

At the community level, we can carry on with the good
work for God started by our founders the Late Fr
Paschal Chang OFM and the Late Bishop Leonard Hsu
OFM. Asiana Centre can be developed into

- A bigger church which can accommodate all
members of our community to attend mass and other
liturgy together at one sitting.

- A Spirituality and Formation Centre including a
Bible Reading Centre similar to John Duns Scotus Bible
Reading Promotion Centre (Franciscans in Taiwan),
organizing a lot of short and long-term training courses
and pilgrimages, as the Church is based on the Bible

and we, Christians, should live according to the spirit of
the Bible.

Francisville can be re-opened for conferences and
retreats, probably to be financed through leasing part
of the land to generate income, as recent indications
show that there are more activities/life in the area and
more enquiries for hiring. However we need God’s
enlightening to discern the best solutions for future
direction and use of Francisville and Asiana Centre.

Our community will be a place of sharing, where
members can freely talk about God and life
experiences and reflecting on these in the light of
Scripture and tradition.

Through learning, our community can provide the
members an ever fuller knowledge and understanding
of the gospel of the Catholic Church and Her teaching
on faith morals. This also assists members to discover
and develop their personal gifts, to discern how gifts
are meant to be used for the services of others and to
recognise the diversity of roles that God has given us.

Our community can facilitate mutual support among
members to realize the gospel values and thus
consolidate our Christian living.

Our community focuses on our mission to evangelize
and provide pastoral care to members, promote
compassion, justice, forgiveness, peace within the
family, workplace, neighbourhood and the society at
large with the aim to facilitate members to live more like
Christ and give witness to Christ.

The community stresses the importance of God’s active
presence in our lives and community, assist members
to develop an intimate relationship with God and foster
dialoguing among members through prayer.

Community leaders demonstrate loyalty to the
community, have the vision of God’s plan for our
community, understand the needs of the members,
recognize the gifts of each member of the community
and delegate responsibilities wisely and fairly, be
sensitive, caring, good and active listeners.

Any Christian can be a man for others, with the
intention of everything he does is for the benefit of
those around him, his loved ones, people he is in
charge of, or those who require his services at his
work, and so on. Furthermore any member of the
community when prompted by the Holy Spirit, responds
with confidence and courage to the calling of God as
noted in Isaiah 6:8, ‘Then | heard the voice of the Lord
saying, “Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?”
And | said, “Here am |; send me!”’ Personally this
calling is always in my heart.

Trusting that with God’s grace and power, the above
dreams can materialise, thus leading the Church and
our community to a better tomorrow.
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Hopes & Dreams

Cliff Yung

It begins with three simple stories. Here's where
we’ll start.

God is almighty. Humans are limited.

God is the centre of the universe. Humans are
created by him and surround him.

HOPES & DREAMS

Every one of us has our own desires and our version
of an ideal world. We all want what we hope for and
dream for, to become reality.

Many people hope and dream to be rich and
famous. Statistics show that 95% of lottery winners
lose their fortune within five years. You hear of
celebrities die from drug overdosing all the time.
Look around yourself. How many of the 'things' that
you have always dreamed of having and after finally
getting them, have become irrelevant? Society has
hypnotised us to chase for more. Often people think
that getting the 'thing' they want would make them
happier; and yes, it might. How long will that last
before we begin searching for more?

God is always by our side. Only if we focus:
meaning that our minds are connected with the
universe. In a simpler term, ‘pray’ and what you
dream about will come true. Though the real
question is, does our dream bring us closer to God
or pull us away?

FAITH
The Bible says:

"Wait for The Lord; be strong and take heart and
wait for The Lord." Psalm 27:14

God is busy, but he does what he can to help us
fulfill our dreams. Since each of us has our own
dreams, it is highly likely that our dreams are not in
parallel, and at times, they may even conflict with
one another. Like a football game, both sides have
their supporters who want their team to win. God
picks his winner with his reason, and we must learn
to respect the outcome and God'’s decision. | have
learnt that we need to remind ourselves and ask,
do our hopes & dreams ‘take heart’ - with a Christ-
like value? We should also remember to 'be strong'
- with faith, pray and apply the appropriate action.
Leave the rest to God. Be patient and 'wait for The
Lord'".

LIFE

Remember when you were young and you pleaded
for that special present from your parents? They
gave it to you and you ripped off all the wrapping
to find that it wasn't what you wanted. In many
instances, we later realise it was something even
better than what we expected.

When we were young, our knowledge was limited.
Our parents were wiser than us. They made choices
with our best interest at heart. Our parents LOVE
us. Most of the time, we’re happy to accept what
they gave us because we had FAITH in them. We
let them make all the decisions, because we TRUST
them and knew that everything was going to work
out.

Now fast-forward to today, we now have new hopes
and dreams. We don't have the same faith we had
back then towards our parents. It's not that our
parents don't love us anymore; it's our EGO that
drives us to ignore them. We want to take control of
everything, and this is where the breakdown begins.
When we start shifting the centre of the universe
from God to us, the things we do doesn’t make
sense, it is as if God is working for us and not vice
versa. We are running blind, staring east trying to
look for the sunset. Yes, in the end, we might get
what we want but the price we have to pay is much
higher - the emotional damage of the relationship.
It's pulling us away from our parents. We should
question ourselves, was it worthwhile?

God encourages us to hope & dream. If we can
follow his teachings, we will find happiness.

Life is not what you get; it's what you get out of it.
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Celebration of Feast of St Francis at Mary

Immaculate Church Waverley

On 5 Oct 2013, we celebrated the Feast of St Francis
at Mary Immaculate Church Waverley, Mother Church
of the Franciscan Order in Sydney, and also the
home from which the founders of our community the
Late Fr Paschal Chang and Late Bishop Leonard

Hsu started the Chinese Mission in Sydney in 1954.
Through God’s wonderful arrangement, Pope Francis
visited Assisi on Feast of St Francis on 4 Oct 2013
with an11-hour schedule to commemorate the life of
his namesake.

It is worth noting that during the WYD week
16th to 18th July 2008, the Franciscan Chinese
Catholic Community of Ashfield led a packed
Mary Immaculate Church (with pilgrims from

Joseph Chow

various backgrounds and ages), in the animation

of Catechesis. The mornings began at 9 am with
song, prayer and discussion of faith led by a different
Bishop/Cardinal each day. At the conclusion of the
Catechesis, the pilgrims were inspired to spread their
renewed faith.

The celebration of our Feast Day was organized
through the joint efforts of Chinese Catholic Pastoral
Centre (CCPC), Western Sydney Catholic Chinese
Community (WSCCC) and Asiana Centre Association
(ASA), of which the Australian Catholic Chinese
Community is composed.

CCPC - Liturgy under the leadership of Mary Liu.



WSCCC - Food for the tea party and entertainment
after mass under the leadership of Jennifer Zhang.

ASA —Acoustic equipment and MC of the tea party
under the leadership of Thomas Wong.

We started the celebration with the introduction

of Mary Immaculate Church by John Wong in
Cantonese and Jennifer Zhang in Mandarin,
based on the script written by John Li. Eucharistic
celebration followed shortly afterwards.

In his homily, Fr Paul Smith, the Provincial reminded
us that we can learn from Saint Francis that humility
-- depending on God and taking risks -- is a very
important element of life, more so than certainty and
knowledge and always thinking we are right.

The more we accept that we do not have all the
answers — then the more room that God has to work
in our lives and reveal himself to us.

Francis of Assisi is a very real and human role model
for each one of us. Today we give thanks for his
inspiration, his willingness to listen to God as his
teacher by being humble and childlike.

Our community joined in the celebration of the
centennial anniversary of Mary Immaculate
Church by presenting to the Franciscan Order a
crystal plaque with the outline of Mary Immaculate
Church and congratulatory words engraved on it to
commemorate the occasion.

We also took the opportunity to congratulate Fr
Paul Smith on his re-election as Provincial Minister,
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Franciscan Friars, Holy Spirit Province Australia,
New Zealand, Singapore, Malaysia --- by reciting the
following note composed by Mr John Li:

To serve as willing buffalo in ploughing field,
True Franciscan spirit and in deed.

With a heart of wind-ridden steed,

The least friar of the Order Minor,

Brings new life to those who succeed.
PR IR T 4
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We also congratulated the other Friars who were
elected offices.

The function was concluded with a tea party with
the Kung Fu Fan Dance by the youths and a song
“Dedication of Love” sung in Mandarin by a group
of singers of the WSCCC. We all have a rewarding
afternoon.

We look forward to celebrating the diamond jubilee
of our community, which is a very important and
memorable milestone in the history of our community
in 2014.
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another question: “Tell me: when
God looks at a gay person, does
he endorse the existence of this
person with love, or reject and
condemn this person? We must
always consider the person.” ] fti&
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Reference:

1: http://www.catholicworld.info/
prayerchinese/prayerjesusright.htm

2: http://orthodoxcatholicism.com/the-
resources/catechesis/saints/st-margaret-
mary-alacoque/
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CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTRE
INCOME & EXPENDITURE REPORT
INCOME 1L A

For the period 1 July 2013 to 30 September 2013
FEAXEEHET L _F=FEAF _F=FNAMZEE

Donations-Tithing {+—Z= &

Offertory Collections FEiiiEE:

Donations-General —fLIEE:

Special Functions (Seniors outing) 2858y ( B&EHET)
Interest received 4R7TFIE.

Other EABIT A

TOTAL INCOME &Iz A

71,945.03
19,495.50
2,000.00
1,931.82
1,732.99
131.82
$97,237.16
EXPENDITURE B¢
Contribution to ACCC BN R E&HE \BFE 14,700.00
Stipend FE#EE 9,276.00
Special Functions Expenses (Seniors Outing, Marriage talk) 5,848.18
FFRNEEE T ( REETERRE R EERE )
Motor Vehicles Expenses S E{EERISHE 3,164.84
Medical Expenses S Eq 77 1,390.91
General Activity Expenses —f#iE 8B & 1,135.84
GA House - Repairs & Maintenance & j<BH B R{EEE 1,059.30
Bulletin (SINICA) #7853 ER 826.53
Printing & Stationery EIRIE BB & 815.40
Ministerial Supplies &< 700.00
Other EfifEF 1,627.42
TOTAL EXPENDITURE #Bg $40,444.41
WERERRET HEREEHMEEFELERE
BHXEEENERYBRA B ETERAEE
Australian Catholic Chinese Commnity Pledge Report
Summary for the 24th year - 1/7/13 to 30/9/13 - 5 U=
Total number of contributors 238 A 8 15
Total amount pledged SEFUE - $4,560
Total amount received T WELIEZIE :  $3,235
Surplus from previous year FEEER - $31,923
CCPC Contribution  $78d1.(,455% $14,700
TOTAL INCOME it

$49,858

support to our 24th year pledge.

4.

F

.

ZO—Z=ECAEAABZEREME®L - BEx - BETRHENEEERESI£20,1937 -

** ERMEHEIHEAEREREER SRR

=
Living allowances paid to Fr. Low, Sr. Chiu, Sr. Chang & Pastoral Associate for 3 months (July to Sept.2013) were $20,193.
We sincerely thank Mr Anthony & Mrs Helen Chan, Ms Alice Ching, Ms Teresa Lo and 12 others for their continuous

5 Mr Anthony & Mrs Helen Chan, Ms Alice Ching, Ms Teresa Lo |+ _fi{E R F1H%E _+UE=8I57EE -

WEe Porga B PR pIEIRE o
WP

2T e LR F kAT A R

2

¢

N P :'
FEHCTE AAZ e g

‘ék y /2
RN B
B FHM FF o mAE B MRk faER 2k
2 ATy Mge 4 B OF N4 3 gk RF e AR Gregory Chan

\ﬂ%‘té %EJ\'



(1-5) 1085H ERAEER (6) EB8EMZO0EE - VAR TAMNEH
Z8

(7) BEEEIRZLEE- HER/NEDZE 8) EEENZLEE- TE2F
FEHEE, WEE

(9-13) 10R19H BEdNEHHAEBEBFE

24
S
I8




KEZEAMED L Chinese Catholic Pastoral Centre
it Address: 38 Chandos St., Ashfield NSW 2131

#EM Chaplain: 2IEE#® R Fr Martin Low OFM EEE 0424 883 838

#33t Website: www.ccpc.net.au

E# Email: info@ccpc.net.au TRHFEE: sinica@ccpc.net.au
KB ZRE5R Mass Time:

ERAPREILE RERHE FHEF+—R¥  (EFRE)
gL EEEE /N E (38 Chandos St., Ashfield) FHEFAR¥ (B BRE

EREREPZREREHNE (641 George St, Haymarket) EH_EF+—F (B

BREEHAMK E2/THHRE /0 H A Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass on every first Friday at Ashfield:
6:30pm (Z3E) A 8pm (English)

MRESHESER, - BAE =+ | {RER{FAE - HAEE
¥ ! ] 28K 27:14
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