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A Time for Everything

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens:

a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,

a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build,

a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance,

a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and

a time to refrain from embracing,

a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away,

a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak,

a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace. Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8
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What makes coffee
sweet — the sugar or
the stirring?

One day a student asked: “Rabbi, what
makes coffee sweet — the sugar, or the
stirring?” The rabbi reflected for a brief
moment, and replied, “the stirring.” The
student was disappointed that she did not
stump the rabbi, asked, “Then why add
the sugar?” “Because,” the rabbi replied,
“the sugar tells you when to stir.”

Eccl 3:1-8 remind us that “there is a time
for everything under the heavens ..”
And in the progression of life, some of
that time and some of those seasons are
called “kairos” moments. “Kairos” is a
Greek word that means time, but not time
as on a clock, or time as on a calendar.
Kairos moments are times of opportunity
that demand a response. Therefore a
kairos moment is when God offers us a
new set of possibilities, and we either
have to accept them or decline them.
For example, it was a kairos moment for
Jesus when in the gospel of John, facing
his crucifixion, he prays, “Now is my soul
troubled, and what shall | say? ‘Father,
save me from this hour?”” (The accepting
or declining of new possibilities).

We are called to be “on the battlefield for
our Lord” both in our daily lives as well

as our community lives, we are always
being addressed by kairos moments,
being offered a new set of possibilities by
the Spirit that we either have to accept or
decline - from what to do about this phone
call, to what to do about this community
call, to what to do about this calling on
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my life. It’s all about the accepting or
declining of new possibilities.

One of the difficulties | find with kairos
moments is that you have to make

a decision about something that is
important, and many of you are as
uncomfortable with that prospect from
time to time as | am. Why? Because
there is always the possibility of making
the wrong decision, and even of having
so many other people be affected by
what you have just wrongly decided.
Sometimes, you just don’t know if the
sugar is already in the coffee or not since
it tastes the same until you stir it up.
Therefore, you don’t know unless you stir
it up if you’re actually making something
sweeter, or if you're just agitating the
same bitter flavor over and over again.
And still Eccl 3:1-8 tells us that there is

a time for everything, and a season for
every activity under the heavens.

Why? Because no matter what time it
is or what season it is, God is still right
there, as the Maker of time and the
Changer of the seasons. No matter what
activity it is or what decision you make,
God is still right there, as the Enabler
of activity. Whether the cup of coffee
you have to drink is light and sweet, or
black and strong, God is still right there,
sweeter than the day before, stronger
than strength itself.

Even when we petition the heavens, and
feel that we have received no answer,
God is still right there, waiting with us in
the silence, with a mighty hand that brings
us through the darkness. In the midst of
our confusion, bad choices, indecision,
fear, pain and risks — even in the midst of
our arrogance, and senses of entitlement
and privilege, God is still right there! And
S0, as you journey through possibility, no
matter what time, what season, or what
kairos moment you may be in the midst
of, may you discover the constancy of
God with us. May Jesus be for you and
me the sugar in our coffee each day, and
may we not be afraid to stir it up; so that
every day with Jesus is sweeter than the
day before.
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Christian Life in the Light of:
H L]
« A Time for Everything

(Ecclesiastes 3: 1 -8)

There is a designated time for everything and there is
a specific time for every event under the heavens. We
need to employ our time and choose the timing of the
events. prudently.

God has a plan for each of us. We just need to flow
with God’s plan. It’s all a mystery. God’s ways are not
our ways. Only in heaven will we find out God’s plan.

God’s Plan

It is God who directs the lives of his creatures;
everyone’s life is in his power. The Bible mentions
God'’s plans for us on various occasions, including:

“Yes, | know what plans | have in mind for you,
Yahweh declares, plans for peace, not for disaster, to
give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 46 :11

- “In his hand is the soul of every living thing and the
breath of every human being!”Job 12:10

- “But Yahweh's own plan stands firm for ever, his
heart's counsel from age to age.” Psalms 33:11

- “In him we were also chosen, having been
predestined according to the plan of him who works
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his
will.” Ephesians 1:11

We, Christians, understand that there is more to life
than just here and now. Each of these time frames or
events are minute moments in eternality. Our earthly
life is just preparation for eternity. Therefore we should
start living in light of eternality. Here on earth, we
should lead a life in conformity with God.

Life in Conformity with God

Recently Pope Benedict XVI told pilgrims in the Paul VI
Hall that Jesus by his own example most fully reveals
the mystery of Christian prayer. We, being part of the
people of God means entering into a new life, a life in
conformity with God.

This conformity with God comes in prayer, for it was
“through prayer” that “Jesus lives in uninterrupted
contact with the Father in order to achieve His project
of love for mankind.”

We should follow the Pope’s advice to the faithful to
“maintain an intense relationship with God, to pray,
not intermittently but constantly and faithfully, so as to
illuminate our lives as Jesus taught us.”
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Through baptism, we share in the death and
resurrection of the Lord. We die with him. We are
raised with him and share in the life of the Risen Lord.
We live as disciples of Jesus by living our normal
human lives as disciples of Jesus. We need to stay
connected to God, like a branch to the vine. The
presence of Jesus in our life will greatly enrich it.

St Paul advised us to how we should behave in this
contemporary world:

“Do not model your behaviour on the contemporary
world, but let the renewing of your minds transform
you, so that you may discern for yourselves what is the
will of God -- what is good and acceptable and mature.”
Roman 12:2

Need to Acquire and Maintain an Interior Peace:

It is of utmost importance that we try hard to acquire
and maintain an interior peace, the peace of our hearts.
As noted in “Confessions” by St Augustine: “Our heart
is restless until it rests in you!”

Goodwill is an indispensable and essential

ingredient for interior peace. Goodwill is the habitual
determination to always say “yes” to God, in the great,
as well as small things. Nothing is impossible to God
provided He finds us to be of goodwiill.

God Made Us to Do Good Works

When we have peace in our hearts, then it will be
driven by the Holy Spirit. The grace of God will then
prompt us and through our freewill & the gifts of the
Holy Spirit, we can perform all those good works
according to His plan, as noted in Ephesians 2:10:

“We are God's work of art, created in Christ Jesus for
the good works which God has already designated to
make up our way of life.”

It was also said in Titus 2:11-14 that God’s grace is
available to us to renounce worldly things to do good:

- “You see, God’s grace has been revealed to save
the whole human race”.

- “It has taught us that we should give up everything
contrary to true religion and all our worldly passions;
we must be self-restrained and live upright and
religious lives in this present world”.

- “Waiting in hope for the blessing which will come
with the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Saviour Christ Jesus”.

- “He offered himself for us in order to ransom us from
all our faults and to purify a people to be his very own
and eager to do good.”

What the Lord requires of us

We are made in God'’s likeness. God made us to
express his love and wanted us to glorify Him. We are
God’s most important creatures, as noted in James
1:18: “By his own choice he gave birth to us by the
message of the truth so that we should be a sort

of first-fruits of all his creation.” We need to live in
thankfulness and reverent awe to our almighty God.

What the Lord required of us in this life is:

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly
with your God. (Micah 6:8)

All in all, we are rest-assured that God is with us in
good times and in bad.
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Grace and peace to you from God our
Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

I am writing to you on behalf of all the
Bishops of Australia, giving thanks to God
for your faith and witness. We now share
with you a message of hope.

We call the Catholic people in Australia
to a Year of Grace, to span the time
from Pentecost 2012 to Pentecost 2013.
Like the disciples at the first Pentecost,
we commit ourselves to start afresh
from Christ.

For several years the Bishops have been
reflecting deeply on the life of the Church
in Australia. We have asked how we can
better serve the needs of you, God" s
faithful people, in bringing the peace and
good news of Jesus Christ to our nation.

Pope Benedict XVI has also proclaimed
a Year of Faith for the whole Church,

to beqgin on 11 October 2012, the

fiftieth anniversary of the beginning

of the Second Vatican Council. We are
confident that, with grace leading to
faith, and faith responding to grace, the
Year of Faith and our Year of Grace will
complement each other.

We recognise, firstly, God" s abundant
blessings to us. You will know many of
these in your own lives. We have seen
them, too, in large public celebrations
such as World Youth Day in Sydney
and the Canonisation of St Mary of
the Cross MacKillop.

We also acknowledge with sadness that
we are a Church in need of healing. There
are many wounds — most especially the
wounds of abuse which have left not
only those abused but the whole Church
in need of healing. There is also the
struggle to defend the dignity of the
first Australians and those who come as
migrants and refugees to our shores. We
need to extend the hand of friendship to
those of other nations and faiths and to
be good stewards of the created world.
Most deeply, we desire for the light of
Christ to burn more brightly in the heart
of each Australian.

As Bishops, we asked ourselves where we
can turn with so many issues confronting

us. Our response in faith is to start afresh
from Christ. We make this call, firstly and
most urgently, to ourselves as Bishops.
We are resolved, in the words of Pope
John Paul II, to contemplate the face of
Christ. Both these phrases come from

his Apostolic Letter, Novo Millennio
Ineunte (At the Beginning of the New
Millennium), and we use this Letter as our
guide and inspiration.

As we address this challenge to ourselves,
we invite you to walk this journey with us
in hope.

We commit ourselves to pray daily,
seeking the mind and heart of
Jesus Christ.

We commit ourselves to repent for

the areas in which we have failed,
individually and together, seeking
healing and renewal through the grace
of Christ's forgiveness.

We commit ourselves to the path of
holiness, cultivating the many gifts of the
Spirit and seeking to grow as disciples

of Jesus.

We entrust this year to the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, and through this renewed
commitment, we are confident that the
Church in Australia will be transformed
by the power of Christ’ s resurrection in
our lives.

Planning has already begun in every
diocese in the country, so that the
Catholics of this nation may respond to
this fresh invitation to “contemplate the
face of Christ” .

We invite you to join us in this journey of
Bra er so that this “Pentecost” year will

e for our nation and all Australians truly
a "year of grace” .

Your brother in Christ,

Archbishop Philip E Wilson

President,
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
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EASTER TRIDUUM

The Easter Triduum celebrates the paschal mystery of

the Lord Jesus, his dying and rising seen as one saving action.
The 3 days from Holy Thursday evening to Easter Sunday
evening are celebrated as one great feast, the most solemn
celebration of the Church’s year. The passage of Christ through
death to new life is the fulfillment of many death-life passages
in the history of the Jewish Scriptures, and is in turn the pattern
for our own death-life passage.
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Congratulations to the following brothers and sisters who received the Sacraments
of Initiation and join our big family this Easter! Let us continue to pray for them
and support them on their spiritual journey. May their hearts be always filled

with the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the joy of the Holy Spirit!

Baptism Marathon aubrose_che Ming kwan

Christianity is known but not
intimate to me long before

| was being baptised. In
fact, my first encounter with
Christian education was in
1951 when | had started my
Chinese junior high school
with Bassel Missionary High
School in Sandakan, British
North Borneo which is now
known as Sabah. Bassel

Shiew” (#{Z) excelled both in
Chinese Mandarin and English
language teachings. There was
an American pastor who headed
the school and taught Bible in
English; there was another pastor
who was Chinese but could speak
“‘Hakka” dialect only. Bible study
was not enforced in Chinese
junior school, but a compulsory
subject taught in English in the
Missionary High School “Sung Chinese senior high school.

Hymns and prayers were sung
in “Hakka” every morning in the
church hall and speeches could
either be in English or “Hakka”.
So one could be benevolent
religiously in both languages!

As time proceeded, in 1959,

174 years after | went to London,
England to further my education,
| was unexpectedly invited to
attend the marriage ceremony



of Princess Alexandra of Kent,
the cousin of Queen Elizabeth

of Great Britain, to be held in
Westminster Abbey. My invitation
was being nominated in place

of my English teacher who was

a Roman Catholic. It was one of
those rare occasions that | would
never forget in my life.

Thus far my contacts were with
Protestant and Anglican. Around
Christmas holiday of the same
year | went to visit my elder
brother who was baptised as
Roman Catholic earlier in the
Church of Our Lady, the Rosary
in Sutton Surrey. | was being
showed around the magnificent
church and its huge compound.
| was impressed immensely.

Then, there was a long gap of
40 years when | was too busy
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earning my living. | was married
to a Roman Catholic wife but very
rarely did | make an effort to be
with her in the church.

Six years ago after | had retired
from active work,

| accompanied my wife every
Sunday to the Roman Catholic
Church to attend the Mass held

at 11am. Immediately, memory
brought me back to 1951 and the
ensuing years. Tune of hymns and
prayers were familiar and homilies
were delivered right to the point
of depth into our heart of daily life.
| began to appreciate the
philosophy of Catholicism.

Unfortunately at this time my
hearing was fading fast with both
ears. | fought hard to be able

to hear sermons in the church.

| replaced the older pair of
hearing aid and | programmed
an additional channel of
“loop” for the microphone. It
helped to restore my hearing
in the church. Help was also
at hand, my daughter-in-law,
Shirley was able to persuade
Father Martin Low to give me
intensive Catechism class
every Friday for the last four
months in preparation for my
baptism in Easter 2012. With
good will, good intention and
God’s help in every possible
way, the response | received
was so overwhelmed that at
long last | was baptised.
Thank you Jesus for calling
me and thank you my friends
and family for all your prayers.

J& &= Peter Wen Jing Zhou
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FLY Youth Group

One of the major goals for FLY Youth
Group this year was to participate in
more community outreach programs
both within and outside our immediate
church community as a way of putting
the Catholic faith into action. Our first
major project was to participate in
Project Compassion 2012 during the
Lenten season which is an initiative
by Caritas Australia, one of the
largest Catholic aid and development
agencies in the world. Its goal is

to help people help themselves by
ending poverty, promoting justice

and upholding dignity. Project
Compassion is currently in its 47th
year, and its message for 2012 is “If
you want Peace, work for Justice” —
Pope Paul VI.

Each week, FLY shared short
reflections about the people of Timor
Leste, Thai-Burma border, Zimbabwe,
the Philippines, Peru and Indigenous
Australia, how their lives were like
compared to ours and how the

funds we raise would go into helping
these people. To help record the
amount of money raised, a poster
with chickens each representing $10
were added as the weeks past. We
also held an event ‘Rice Day’ where
the community gathered together

to share in a simple meal of plain
white rice, and to experience what it
would be like to live simply, without
the everyday luxuries that we often
take for granted. Together with

the WSCCC based in Flemington,
FLY was able to raise approximately
$4000 for Project Compassion. This
would not have been possible without
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the generous donations from both communities

and we could not thank you enough for
your support.

Another recent community outreach project
was FLY’s participation in Australia’s Biggest
Morning Tea 2012 in May. The purpose

of the event was to raise awareness and
support the Cancer Council by helping

with funds for research for cancer cures,
rehabilitation programs for cancer sufferers
and various other support programs. The
day was a success with around $450 raised,
but more importantly, was a great day for the
community to come together and support
such an important cause that is so dear to
many members of the community whilst also
celebrating Mother’s Day!

Thank you once again to all members

of the FLY Youth Group — for your
enthusiasm, efforts and passion to make

a difference in the world. Thank you to the
community for continuously supporting us

in all of our endeavours and we look forward
to sharing many more stories and experiences
in the future!

P.S FLY Summer Camp will be held on
January 17-20th 2013. Keep the date free!!

Christina Liu
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EXPENDITURE i3

Chinese Catholic
Pastoral Centre
(Income And Expenditure Report)

FAXRERUBEPL_B——HFELAE"E-"HAEERE

INCOME g A,

Living Allowances 31852 & 7520
Special Functions Expenses $§5;E8 ¥
Mator Vehicles Expenses [SE{F % B S 8%
Depreciation 3 8

Donation Expense 18 &%

Expense - Lent Retreat [U-&) Hi3 49093
Gifts @4

Expense - Christmas Fete PIIEE &MY
Liturgical tems @ {8 8 &

Printing & Stationery 08I B 3 W B &%
General Activity Expenses — i & #1 M
Expense - Advent Retreat S5ERRBIF M
Upgrade of Asiana Centre Chapel ZEjch ;2 % BIH®
Bulletin $2 i@ 5l

Donations-Tithing +— 3 &t 196.024.51 Internet Expense B ki %
Collections-Sunday Mass X Hif {8 &t 41.717.95 Telephone 0 §% 3%
Interest received §HT I 8. 18,844.57 Sundry Expense 32E%
Special Functions §% 515 & 12.731.25 Insurance {%i& %
Daonations-General — & 15 &% 6.685.00 Travelling Allowance 37 i@ 2 k5
Donations-Lent Retreat [14) 27 B2 5948 & 4.638.00 Stipend 5 i &
Income-Christmas Fete B ERSBR & U A 2.640.04 Audio VisualElectronics IE/EFH¥
Collections-Other Mass 3 i3 1518 & 2.445.85 Bank Account Fees §H{T0R5 3% &
Donations-Advent Retreat $5E51F8 4915 &% 1.012.95 Religious Books & Adticles 54 & T8 5 Fl &b
Books, Cards & Articles Sales S WM BHEWS 430.00 Postage §/3%

TOTAL INCOME E2ilt A $287,170.12 TOTAL EXPENDITURE $B1%

100.880.00
20.171.81
17.056.26
10.001.82

7.900.00
4,618.00
3.480.61
3.393.61
3.332.M1
2.984.36
2.528.97
2.147.23
1.595 45
1,502.32
1,384 .28
1.064.95
862.23
718.20
600.00
350.00
216.34
130.13
90.00
47.32

$187,066.59

BEHRSENBP L NRZATHRARELENR

AR EE L BERRE AR EEZMNREE
Australian Catholic Chinese Community Pledge Report
Summary for the 22nd year - 1/7/2011 to 28/4/2012 - -+ F

Total number of contnbutors 3815 A 81 17
Total amount pledged EE ] 54,830
Total amount received BEFULiRiEErE $4.630
Surplus from previous year E & Ei#F{HE 554 404
CCPC Contribution ErER PR $58 400
WSCCC Contnbution Wi EFF &8 )\ HEFE T $5.400
TOTAL INCOME =4 " 5162834

ZO0——FCHEZO-ZFEMAGEAF TR - SR - (T - 28 - FEL

nRiE 2 B AP £ R M 5 H131,6327 -

Living allowances paid to Fr. Low, Fr. Chang, Fr. Fu, Fr. Wang, Sr. Chiu, Sr. Chang & Pastoral

Associate for 10 months {July 2011 to April 2012) were $131,632.
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(1-3) 2012-04-25 ERREE == 1R Cockatoo Island —H#
(4-13) BEEEAEE (14-15) :}EKE R Rockdale Community Centre &5



FKEHFEAMEPI) Chinese Catholic Pastoral Centre

ikl Address: 38 Chandos St., Ashfield NSW 2131

Bl Chaplain: ¥ 8% Fr Martin Low OFM AlE: 0424 883 838
#Eik Website:  www.ccpe.net.au

T Email:
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WL Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass on every first Friday at Ashficld:
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