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Fr Martin Low OFM

Let The Earth Bring

Forth A Saviour ...

Each year, on the fourth Sunday
of Advent we began our Mass with
the Entrance Antiphon.

Let the clouds rain down the Just
one, and the earth bring forth a
Saviour. (Isaiah 45:8)

It is a beautiful prayer and the
first thing we notice is that it is
an image taken from nature. The
clouds rain down ... the earth
brings forth ... How often have
we seen this happen? A dry field,
a bare lawn, a thirsty vegetable
garden, and then a cloudburst.
The rain falls, covers the earth,
penetrates the soil and the
earth brings forth new life. Rain
transforms, rain renews.

Secondly we notice that to this
natural image has been added a
supernatural dimension. It is the
Just One who is rained down - it
is a Saviour who is brought forth.
The obvious meaning the Church
intends us to take from this is
that the Just One, the Second
Person of the Blessed Trinity, has
come from above, from heaven,
and yet, truly Man, he is brought
forth by the earth, from below -
God and man - human and divine.

Next, we notice that this is a
nuptial image in which heaven and
earth, the divine and the human,
are the groom and the bride. We
might see this more clearly if |
guote the lines from Isaiah on
which this antiphon is based.

Rain righteousness, you heavens,
let the skies above pour down;

let the earth open to receive

it, that it may bear the fruit of
salvation.... (Isaiah 45:8) It gives
a clear yet delicate nuptial image,
an image of procreation.

If we had time we could reflect
more deeply and show a
connection to Pope John Paul
IlI's Theology of the Body which
proposes that our sexuality

and the marriage act, being
essentially good and holy, are in
fact a revelation of God himself.
Certainly God here unashamedly
associates the coming of his Son
Jesus to earth with the nuptial
act by which new life is created
- in a subtle and alluring natural
procreative image.

Finally, we see in this Antiphon a
looking forward to that moment of
intimacy between God and man,
when the Virgin Mary surrendered
totally to the Will of God with her
yes to the message of the angel,
and the Holy Spirit overshadowed
her, letting the rain of his grace
fall into her open womb, and

she brought forth the Saviour

of the world - a moment of utter
human fruitfulness.

No wonder the Communion
Antiphon exalts:

The Virgin is with child, and
shall bear a son, and she will
call him Immanuel.

May the Lord open your minds
to receive the Spirit who
prepares for Christ’'s coming.
Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year 2012.




AZEIRFI
REITH
MmEIRE
3 {R1P3

EEANERLE > A A g :
TRBMEEEEENR » THEES
L% KRS HES NGk
PUERRTRE « (R AR B AL
We 2 IR Fuft e 42 T REhAEE
We ? BRE R Fuft B8 T IRE
BEIE 2 SFEFEA—E o (EAERM
A Bl EEBLERVAAE T TR
EoftEE ) o HE » 2H#
BT SEIRIRNE 2 B 3B —
B RHOEE T RENE » BVE
FE T PREER T RE e
REFE T EHBAIEL - A EE
R ARE R « TR
MR T3 - TR uE 1R
(#15:16) -° |

RES T8 \NHIHEE S
wEPHY o Bl NEE ) THER
£ HEFARUMAY TERE) -
MR EIeHE 1AM - FffIR
e RbE R E S A A EE

AC I HI_E R E2EBF i > F R ER
SEIRIA AP H A e -
AR R 2 R AR B £ R AEAEZ
PR BiEE I ARAEE -
HRMEARE LRI EEER
KREMEBE o AE AR TR R
A TERL - BAR TEgRy : Al
(A _EEAN AN R - il S

=S E SR EER - TR
HorT DU AL > {5 AT

ATLIANAL T o 1 TR A2H)
SRR TRAEE O
RSB -

AR EAEE R ARRBX -
REHTRIEER « HRFIKT
R HARGENRY o ARG B
T T HGRHE T PR IR S
A e FTLL » S RBAIFIARAL

T e AEERESEEA LT H BB B

% (BRI EE Rt LE

BV DERAEE - BEEERTE
FIEE > Ml HEEERE o & AR AE
KL T ERE A8 B ES » 4F
BEMER T AR AT REER o A 3R ER AN
& BAEN > BESFE o
Al R - REFEFIIEF
TR EANIE T - BRAFIE » iR
{RIERT R AR o Bef% IEFI AR
FUFTEH EEASBHARIE I T »
EZFRRE - TF | EERE
7z > FERRIEAIEE R LA SR IE (%
1:38) ! 1 [EIZEIEKHEBAAER
JenEeh o B KRRt FRIRRER B
CFEE ~ NEEas o TRERER
FHAITAE e Al REANGR - T
PRBIEE + FAFERE > R AHIRIK
MRS > (Rt ERIEE X -
AriRER AR - IRELHERRATEE (B
1:4=7) ° 1 BRERAELSE
At A EHKEIRE ~ 55 -
RAEBBHRMAR - 5 KE
At 2 [\ JE e N B i e -
B E > kT o 1Ek
AR o BURKAE o B T ANE
ZRIN - MEEER BT
8- EREWHAT T =K=

"o RERLEE  BRAE - 1E
TERE BRI o vl B
R ik RO AN LR R

T o KIAME AN R VD EE o BN
B B TR FUE R IK
AL T R eI o e 23Ry
N FH MM ZERRRER »

T RARMIBRE 73 > MR
& TR - 0 Ll E= (AR

FEZBEHR

T T HAE FEEREE o — L
LB FRIOEERBERT » A — (i
RME L EHMZEE T =K
(B HE) © (EMR AR
I » BAEAMM R B IERIR L -
REBIRMK T —5) = TIREft
EAFAERE » FEARMAHACE 2 J
MR BT EREIE 2 1 3855

FH A F R L AR 2 -

REBEHMAFAHR : TE &

HEAAEAEL | HARETFH
W/ NTHE - S EEERS L
ACREIE | B2 T2RAA&AE H 2
ARACES » ELEIRR R HBERA R A A
— | ACBHDHE TG R
& o AR - RERER) -
ABEHUE -

—AAESAR TR > AL
SRRTE LRI T4 R T
% o —[A B L T E R -
EERRENLEEE TR
B TR TEURIGAE © 5% -
FEREMHET » HERWHA

T ATREHAMN AT EBEE
B > i T BRI A
A\ AR T -

(a1 A S A REIRE R Ay
THEEEE T e AC0E 2 2 HAE
B . TR EHOEE Tl
MERERET K - 1 HiME
KEBGE TR > A
REEIE « TERFESIEFREY/ N
TEH X ERENEEERS L
FCEEIE | ]

-




Reflection on:

Joseph Chow

“Let the clouds rain down the Just One, and
the earth bring forth a Saviour" (saiah 45:8)

In anticipating and preparation
of the coming of Christ during
Advent, as | reflect on the above
Scriptural quotation, | have an
impression that Righteousness
and Salvation will fill the earth.
The mystery of incarnation
could only be realized on God's
initiation and Mary's total
submission (through prompting
and conception by the Holy Spirit)
to God's salvation plan.

God is the master of the world and
of its history. As a consequence
of God's rescue and deliverance of
His people, all creations including
heaven and earth shall rejoice in
His righteous and glory that shall
fall on men. His righteous (divine
intervention) will bring salvation.
This is only realized with the
coming of the Son of God, Jesus
Christ (Emmanuel : God is with
us). This also shows God's loving
goodness to mankind through

the new creation in Christ.

God is transcendent, yet
immanent and live amongst
us as our source of life. God
will participate and share
men's destiny.

The mystery of incarnation

is a perfect realization of the
divine participation and divine
interference, highlighting the
fact the God lives amongst us.

It proved the Divine nature was
really and truly united with the
human nature of Jesus, i.e., that
one and the same Person, Jesus
Christ, was God and man.

The mystery of incarnation
started when Mary responded

“l am the handmaid of the Lord,
let what you have said be done

to me" after the angel Gabriel
announced to her that she will

be the Mother of God. Mary
responded to the Word of God as a
true and obedient disciple. This is

further exemplified by what Mary
did subsequently:

- After the birth of Jesus and
visit of the shepherds: Mary
treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart.
(Luke 2:19)

- At the wedding at Cana, Jesus
changed water into wine on
Mary's intercession, highlighting
Mary's concern for people.

Mary is the first person to believe

in Jesus as her Saviour and she is

the first Christian in the Salvation

History. She is the disciple of

Jesus, who didn't flee or doubt

when all the others fled and

doubted. Mary fully supported

her son in his redemptive work.

Mary followed Jesus all the way to

Calvary and stayed by Jesus' side

under the Cross. Down through

the ages the weeping Mary of the

Cross witnessing her son's torture

and death stands in solidarity with

all believers who also suffer and
live under the shadow of

the Cross.

Mary is ever virgin and yet a
fruitful mother. She is not only the
bearer of Christ, but also prayed
very fervently in the Upper Room
with the other disciples for the
birth of the Church at Pentecost.
She is the perfect Christian
model, illustrating to us a model
of Christian virtue, faith and
obedience as she always remained
true to Christ and His word.

God created heaven and earth
for man to manage (Psalm 24:1
The earth is the Lord's and all
that is in it). We Christians are
called to be stewards, to nurture,
to protect, and to preserve His
creation including the air we
breathe, the water that sustains
life, the produce that nourish us,
and the social fabric on which
human life flourishes etc.

As stewards of God's creation,

we do not owe the resources. We
should be prudent in our use of
the resources such as air, water,
energy, money etc. Besides, we
must make those resources we do
not need available to others. Also
as we are called to “renew the
face of the earth"” (Ps:104:30) , we
should seek out those practices
that sustain life for all.

As God's creation is the
foundation of “all God's saving
plans” our actions towards
the environment and natural
resources should be a sign of
our respect for God's creation.
Furthermore, we should adopt
a lifestyle of simplicity and be
beware of our responsibilities
in environmental justice and
ecological sustainability.

We should trust God that He will
always gives us what we need

and will be sufficient. “For life

is more than food, and the body
more than clothing. Consider the
ravens: they neither sow nor reap,
they have neither storehouse or
barn and yet God feeds them".
(Luke 12: 23-24)

We should not be greedy in our
approaches to life. As Jesus said,
“Take care! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed; for
one's life does not consist in

the abundance of possessions”
(Luke 12:15)

We pray to the Holy Spirit to
grant us the gift of understanding
and knowledge which enables

us to comprehend how we need
to live as a disciple of Christ so
that we are not led astray by

the conflicting messages in our
culture/society about which is the
right Christian way to live.

It is under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, the human intellect
makes correct judgments
regarding earthly things and

how they are related to external
life and Christian perfection. Also
we need to follow Mary’'s example
as a mother and a disciple as
noted above.

As a good disciple of Jesus, we
should follow what Jesus taught
the apostles: "I give you a new
commandment, that you one
another. Just as | have loved you,
you also should love one another.
By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another”. (John
13:34-35) | believe this is the way
that God wants us to live out the
Word and our faith.

Looking forward to celebrating
the birth of Christ during
Christmas while awaiting the
second coming of Jesus Christ
in the end of time.
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“We declare: That the Most Blessed
Virgin Mary in the first moment of
her conception was, by the unique
grace and privilege of God, 1n view
of the merits of Jesus Christ the
Savior of the human, preserved intact
from all stain of original sin”
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The Journey (from CGC to) HOME

“People do not put new wine into old

wineskins. Otherwise the skins burst,

the wine spills out, and the skins are
ruined. Rather, they pour new wine
into fresh wineskins, and both are
preserved.” (Matthew 9:17)

The Catholic Graduate Community
(CGC), now "Heart of Mary Eternal”
(HOME) has been on a journey of
significant change and discovery
over the past few years. It has
been a slow, challenging yet fruitful
journey, and we thank God and our
Blessed Mother Mary for being
patient with us and continuing

to quide and lead us closer

towards Him.

We began our first steps on

this journey in 2009 where we
questioned our purpose, our
meaning and our identity. What was
our mission? What was our vision?
Who were our members? Who were
we serving? This led us to revisiting
our origins (or “old wineskins") to
understand where we came from.
Some of you may know that CGC
was initially founded as the “CASS
(Catholic Asian Students' Society)
Graduate Community” with the
purpose of serving those who had
newly graduated from university and
could no longer actively participate
in on-campus CASS activities. This
was then later changed to the
“Catholic Graduate Community"”
with the purpose of broadening its
outreach to non-CASS members
(i.e. young working adults), and this
brings us to where we started

our journey.

We realised (as did past CGC
members) that a structure based on
the CASS model, which depended on
the continuous inflow and outflow

of members, was not appropriate
for CGC simply because we did

not have that continuous inflow of
members. CASS graduates were
not immediately flowing into CGC
and the CGC "tag" for CASS people
was that you are “old". Therefore,
the CASS model structure was
unsustainable and change was

needed in order to sustain the group.

For many years, CGC activities were
largely based on suiting the needs
of the members with an unclear

mission and vision quiding the group.

As a result, there was seemingly a
lack of unity and sense of belonging
within the group i.e. there was no
one purpose that brought and stuck
each of the members together
(apart from largely fellowship). This
was perhaps the greatest challenge
- What was our identity? What was
our charism? What defined us as

a group?

Through much reflection and prayer,
we realised how much Mother Mary
had influenced and played a role in
CGC over the years, in particular,
through the power of the Rosary.
So, it was clear that this was our
charism and our identity (our “fresh
wineskins") i.e. Marian and this
shaped the direction for our new
mission, new vision and of course
new name:

Our Mission: To bring people to
Christ with the Heart of Mary
through Sacraments, Formation
and Devotion.

Our Vision: “Do whatever He tells
you" (John 2:5) - to be obedient,
to surrender, to be open and
submissive to Christ.

HOME has only just begun its next
journey under its “fresh wineskins"
this month with the launch of our
home-based HOME gatherings,
which will eventually replace

the Monday night community

gatherings. This operational
structure was considered the

most appropriate for the group given
the diversity in locality and parishes
of our members, with the ultimate
aim being to evangelise to the

local parishes and communities

of our members.

As we are still in a stage of infancy
we earnestly ask for all your
prayers. Please pray for the group
and the leaders of the group - for
the courage to continue to walk His
path and the strength to continue
to carry the cross. On personal
reflection, there have been so many
times throughout this journey where
I have just wanted to give up and
pass the baton to the next runner.
However, for some reason, God kept
asking and Mary kept pointing. So,
here we are...

| personally would like to thank Fr.
Martin, Sr. Teresa and John Ting

for their continuous and ongoing
spiritual support throughout this
journey (and going forward) with the
group. You are truly instruments
from God and we could not have
come this far (and continue to go
further) without you. Amen!

On behalf of HOME,

Do whatever He tells you"
(John 2:5)

Eddie Hung
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Temple of the Holy
Spirit Prayer Camp
August 2011
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| am really happy that | attended
this charismatic prayer camp
organised by THS. It was
definitely worth the journey from
Newcastle to Hornsby. | thank
the guest speaker for sharing
her story and bearing witness to
God's love and mercy; the priest
for leading the people in THS,
celebrating Mass and praying for
us; THS members and all who
had worked hard to make this
camp a success in bringing God's

children closer to Him. | met
many friendly, open and caring
THS members during the camp
and sincerely appreciate their
companionship. | would also like
to thank my friend, Andrea, who
introduced me to this camp.

| was aware that God provided
for my needs since the time |
arrived in Australia. | had times
of difficulty and times of anxiety.
From basic needs to studies,
Jesus had never failed to lend me

a helping hand. He is a faithful
and loving God indeed. However,
| had fallen away from the path of
light. I did not please Him in my
daily actions and my thoughts
were focused on ‘me, myself

and I'. My sins were burdening
my heart and soul and without
God's grace and Jesus' saving
blood, | struggled to break free.
Each day was gloomy and cloudy.
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Then | came to prayer camp.
Every day was all about God.
Through the guest speaker, God's
Word shone through the mist in
my soul and through praise and
worship, my soul was gladdened.
Knots in my heart were
untangled and my anxiety was
casted out through God's Word
which fed my mind and spirit. As
in Isaiah 55:10-11;

“For as the rain and the snow
come down from heaven, and
return not thither but water the
earth, making it bring forth and
sprout, giving seed to the sower
and bread to the eater, so shall

Thank you God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit for
manifesting throughout the prayer
camp. Thank you Lord our God

for the guest speaker, the priest
and all those who helped out and
participated at the prayer camp.

This is my first time tobe in a
Temple of the Holy Spirit (THS)
prayer camp and also the first
time for me to experience laying
down in the power of the Holy
Spirit when | was prayed over.
Words cannot describe the exact
feelings, and you have to be there
to experience God's enormous love
and compassion for us.

The faith talks have inspired us to
appreciate God's love for us through
the Scriptures and to accept God's
will into our hearts, for God knows
what is best for us.

During praise and worship, with
about 140 voices singing songs of
praise and worship, | felt like we
were in heaven. | could feel God's
almighty presence with His kingdom
and at the same time God's caring
and loving nature. | felt like we

were underneath the shadow of the
Almighty, with God clothing us with
His love and compassion and | was
filled with joy and thanksgiving.
When the time came for other
brothers and sisters to pray over
me, | could feel my body wanted to
fall over and lay down in the power
of the Holy Spirit, but I resisted.

| have never experienced this before
and | was worried that I might not
wake up afterwards.

Then | heard a voice saying “make
him fall, make him fall", and
suddenly I felt like a strong gust of
wind lifted me up and gently lay me
down. | was still trying to resist, |
tried to open my eyes and moved
my body but was in vain. Although |
was lying down motionless and with

my word be that goes from my
mouth; it shall not return to me
empty, but it shall accomplish
that which | purpose, and prosper
in the things for which I sent it."

Each day, the clouds in my

soul parted, and through
Reconciliation, | was free once
again. The fog dispersed and
everything was enlightened. My
spirit was uplifted through the
mercy of God. All praise and
glory be to God and to Jesus His
son, who is forgiving, loving and
full of compassion, slow to anger
and rich in mercy.

my eyes closed | was conscious of
the surroundings.

Then a warm light came over me.

| could feel God wanted me to rest,
and soon afterwards | was in a state
of God's serenity. My mind was free
from all troubles and | could feel
God's love and peace in my heart. It
was the most wonderful experience
| ever encountered. After a period
of time, | was prayed over a second
time. This time | fell over easily
because | was not resisting, and

| experienced God's serenity similar
to the first pray over.

During the Eucharistic Adoration,

| realized that the prayer over or
the “Baptism in the Holy Spirit” has
opened my eyes, my ears, my heart
and my mind. | am able to see my
most inner self like looking at a see
through window into my soul. All
my sins from my inner heart are
displayed in front of me and God
knows everything and | cannot hide
from God - | am solely responsible
for all my words, all my thoughts,
all my actions, all my inactions

and | cannot blame anyone or

find excuses.

| realized | was so wrong and blind
in my past actions and behaviour.

I am truly sorry for all my wrong
doings especially saying negative
and hurtful words to other people.
| really want to apologize to all
those that had been hurt by me.

| confessed all my sins to Jesus
and asked Him to forgive me and
promised Him not to sin again.
This is the first time | can hear God
talking to me especially when | pray
through the Holy Spirit.

I am truly grateful to God for his
Amazing Grace for me to repent
and to reform. | feel like | am the
prodigal son coming back to the
father and God has been waiting
patiently for me to open my arms

The prayer camp was a good
combination of talks, praise and
worship, Mass, Reconciliation and
Adoration. The talks nourished
our souls while praise and worship
sessions gave ample time to
communicate privately to God. This
camp was a wonderful experience
indeed. Thank you to all.

Praise be to God who graciously
answers our prayers and needs,
who is Love and Mercy, who is
forgiving and humble. Infinite glory
be unto Him forever. Amen.

Vivian Kong

to receive Him. The Lord our God is
always kind, loving and merciful.

| left the prayer camp with a renewed
heart and a stronger desire to do
God's will.

It is now clear to me that in order to
do God's will, I have to clean up the
“rubbish” in my innermost self.

| didn't realize that unresolved issues
such as being bullied from childhood
to teens, being discriminated and
unfairly treated, have unconsciously
embedded resentment in my

inner heart. | am blessed to have

a charismatic nun to help me to
remove the “rubbish” from my
heart. Through praying with me,

the charismatic nun guided me to
hand over all my resentment to
Jesus Christ our Lord and to forgive
those who had hurt me. Finally three
months after my experience of the
‘Baptism in the Holy Spirit “, | can
now feel Jesus completely in my
heart and in my soul. The “rubbish”
in my inner heart was blocking my
relationship with God and with one
another, now | can bless everyone
from my heart including those who
had hurt me.

For those who never experience
“Baptism in the Holy Spirit", please
give it a try. It is the most wonderful
gift from God and has changed

my life for better. Now with Jesus
constantly in my heart and in my
mind, | am confident | will be on the
right track to live out my life to do
God's will.

Thank you Jesus for coming into my
heart and be with me every moment
of my life. Praise to you Lord Jesus
Christ, Alleluia! May God Bless you
and May the Holy Spirit empower you
with God's love.

Victor Leong
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V7 is Five

On Sunday 25th September, FLY
held a special Mass for Year 12
students set to undergo their final
stages of high school. The Mass was
highlighted by special prayers for the
students, in addition to the Year 12's
receiving gifts and a blessing from
Father Martin.

The occasion coincided with FLY's
5th year anniversary celebrations,
so as the year 12 students prepared
to enter the next phase of their lives
with the HSC and university life
awaiting them, FLY also thanked God
for all the adventures, friendships,
learning, enjoyment and support we
had received and experienced in the
past 5 years, and prepared for an
exciting and promising future.

After Mass, the birthday celebrations
began, with parents, youth and
children all having lunch together,
followed by a video presentation
with some embarrassing, but very
entertaining highlights of FLY's

5 years. Lastly, the afternoon

was rounded off with ‘Pass-the-
parcel-with a twist', a pifiata, and

a few highly anticipated Sumo suit
wrestling matches, with Fr. Jacob
squaring off against Fr. Andrew, and
Mana taking on Aunty Philomena.

Amidst all the games, laughter,
excitement and friendships, and

as we readied ourselves for a new
phase for FLY, it was important not to
forget the path upon which FLY had
come, the obstacles and challenges
that we had faced, and perhaps most
importantly, the support that we had
received throughout.

Looking back, FLY was started by
three ambitious youth and the lovely
Aunty Cecilia. At the time, attendance
was inconsistent, and it was a
challenge just to celebrate a youth
mass. However, FLY's celebration on
the 25th September was filled with
so many faces, new and old, youthful
and wise, that it really was a great
time to stop and reflect on what FLY
had really achieved.

Today, FLY has a growing membership
base of over 60 members, and is
responsible for a weekly youth mass
with youth readers, a youth music

ministry, and a gospel interpretation.
FLY also organised the Stations of the
Cross liturgy during lent in 2010, has
participated in numerous Christmas
time performances, and continues to
organise reqular spiritual sessions,
activities, and is currently in the
process of planning its 3rd Annual
Summer Camp. With the growth

we have experienced, FLY recently
ushered in a new leadership group,
who all participated in a leadership
retreat where they were treated to
words of guidance and encouragement
from Bishop Terry Brady, and also
sharings from more experienced
members of our community,

Simon Liu and Clement Wong.

Considering how far FLY has come in a
short 5 year span, and all the energy
and new enthusiasm the youth have
brought into the group, FLY aims

to continue to grow and welcome
more members, whilst focusing on
developing youths' relationship with
each other, and more importantly,
with God.

Having celebrated its 5 year birthday,
FLY would like to express a deep

and heartfelt thanks to Fr. Martin

for his unswerving support and
encouragement; to Aunty Philomena,
for being our supportive FLY mum,
always on-call to offer her assistance,
and to our FLY coordinator Christina,
for all her efforts, inspirational
commitment and dedication to FLY.

As we head into the next stage of FLY,
we would also like to thank everyone
for their continued support for FLY.
FLY has been truly blessed to be

part of such a supportive, embracing
and lively community, and has only
been able to progress so far with your
help and the guidance of God. With
everyone's support, FLY looks forward
to beginning a new chapter as we
continue to grow and search for new
and exciting ways to better understand
each other and to know God.
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ELY{G]JElemington

Until recently, most of FLY's
members did not know where
Flemington was, let alone that we
had a brother community located
there. However, in the last two
years, this has all changed as

we have developed a very close
relationship with the Flemington
youth, who recently started

a new FLY branch at St. Dominic's
church, Flemington.

The process in which the youth at
FLY and Flemington have grown
closer together has been both
very rewarding and inspiring.
Although both the FLY and
Flemington youth were a bit shy
to begin with, God has provided
us with many opportunities to
learn about each other and
work cooperatively as we try to
build our youth ministries at
two locations.

FLY at Flemington began when

a group of Flemington youth
started attending our FLY
spiritual sessions. This
relationship were further
developed when we had a big
picnic at Bicentennial Park, where
more than 100 parents, youth
and kids were able to participate
in different games and activities
together. Finally, a large group
from Flemington attended FLY's
Summer Camp in 2011, enabling
the two different groups to spend
a substantial period of time in
each other's company, not just
playing games, but also sharing

as we continue to seek out God
together, and learn more about
our faith and grow in the spirit
of Jesus with each other.

their thoughts, reflecting on their
past experiences and learning
together.

Since then, the FLY and
Flemington groups’ relationship
has continued to blossom, with
several Flemington youth joining
FLY's new leadership team and
music team, and on Sunday 23rd
October, Flemington officially
launched its FLY group with

its first spiritual session at St.
Dominic's church.

With FLY having just celebrated
its 5 year anniversary and now
Flemington officially launching
their own FLY branch at St.
Dominic's, the future promises
to be an exciting time. With

the cooperation between FLY
and Flemington, new life has
breathed into the group, with
new ideas, different perspectives,
new friendships, and increasing
opportunities for cooperation.
Furthermore, the addition of so
many youth who, like ourselves,
are passionate about their faith
and following God, has been both
inspirational and empowering

to all the members of FLY, as

we realise that there are many
others out there who share the
same beliefs and values as we do.

Therefore, as we begin this new
chapter of FLY, we thank God for
introducing us to our brothers
and sisters at Flemington, and
we look forward to working more
closely with them in the future,

13
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for brining us into this world.
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Perfect

Three years after attending my first
World Youth Day in Sydney and being
immersed in the Spirit-filled excitement
of the pilgrims from around the world,

| was already planning ahead to go to
Madrid in 2011. However, as time passed
the burning desire had slowly melted
away with the daily routine. It was not
until early this year when my brother
sent me a video link titled “26 Years

of World Youth Day" then | realised
that three years had passed. When he
asked whether | wanted to go, | was
rather hesitant as August is one of my
busiest periods at work usually with a
“no leave" policy. God is full of surprises
as | found out later, my client deadline
was brought forward and the door was
opened for my World Youth Day trip to
Madrid and my first Europe trip with
my dear brother and sister in law.

However, having my client deadlines
brought forward meant that my
workload was increased so the lead

up to my trip was not only busy but
also very distracted with all those
happening around me so | had minimal
preparation for the trip. The Lord is
truly wonderful as He had planned my
personal itinerary before | had boarded
the plane and mine began with Mother
Mary leading the way.

My first stop was Paris. | visited Notre
Dame Cathedral on the first day and
was amazed by both the exterior and
interior. Although there were many
visitors inside, it remained a peaceful
place for prayer and worship. At the
back of the altar was a beautiful
sculpture of Mother Mary looking up

with the body of Jesus in her arms. A
giant golden cross was raised behind
signifying the victory of resurrection
over death. As | listened to my audio,
| was so touched by the commentary
which pointed out that even though
Mother Mary was in a seemingly
hopeless situation with Jesus' lifeless
body in her arms, her eyes were still
fixed to heaven holding firm in the
belief of the promises that God had
given her. “He has helped Israel his
servant, remembering his mercy,
according to his promise to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his descendants
forever" (Luke 1:54-55) Mother Mary
truly is the great model disciple.

As we passed those places along the
way including attending the Feast

of Assumption Mass at Our Lady of
Miraculous Medal at Rue du Bac and
visiting the Sanctuary of Our Lady
of Fatima in Portugal, my prelude to
World Youth Day was one of refocus
on the Lord.

We arrived in Madrid for the World
Youth Day weekend on Friday. The first
event that we attended was The Way
of the Cross. As we sat on the road
with thousands of people, it was a time
of prayer and reflection for all those
affected by the social, economic and
political issues of the world. The Cross
was carried to each Station by different
groups of youths from the unemployed
to the marginalised to the handicapped
to those from war torn countries.

| was deeply moved as | followed each
Station through the reflections in my
pilgrim booklet because the suffering

of these people became so real and not
only just images and stories you see or
read in the news.

Walking in the streets of Madrid over
the weekend reignited the memories

of Sydney in 2008 and it was so
wonderful to once again be amongst a
sea of pilgrims all bounded by the same
faith. We attended open air Masses with
hundreds of thousands and even over

a million people!

The Lord's itinerary had helped me

to refocus and renew my senses of

the wondrous things that He does for
me be it big or small. One of the most
touching experiences was on Sunday at
the Concluding Mass when we were not
able to receive the Eucharist. | was a
little disappointed but could understand
as there were a lot of people. After
Mass, we took the train back to our
hotel and every day we had been
passing a beautiful church but never
been inside. Since it was our final day,
my brother suggested that we go in and
as we stepped in, the Eucharist had just
been blessed. We had just come in time
to receive the Eucharist that we missed
out in the morning! My eyes were filled
with tears as | was so touched and
amazed how the Lord was so attentive
to me just as a father is to his child
without even a spoken word required.

| thank the Lord for every moment of
my Europe trip as | truly believe it was
blessed with His presence. There was
no better itinerary | could have followed
than the one planned by Him!

Susanna Chui
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Peter Liu

IR HLAd T TR HEE S BE A 2

EHE 1 /baby 1 - Tiffany, &k REFIIZLE, baby girl of Ellisser & Michael Soo
T 2/ baby 2 - Daniel, B IK KI5, baby boy of Shirley & Kevin Kwan
TEE 3/ baby 3 - Kristen, FE REFAVZ 5L, baby girl of Natalie & Swan Quek
BT 4/ baby 4 - Samuel, HE K REFAVEL T, baby boy of Bernice & Kevin Wong
EHE 5/ baby 5 - Benedict, B REFH T, baby boy of Anne & Clement Wong
I 6/ baby 6 - Nicholas, 2 FK4HHY 5T, baby boy of Cindy & Carlton Lue
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EUNR £ 2EE A\ ERSIEA B 520015
Australian Catholic Chinese Community Pledge Report
Summary for the 22nd year — 1/7/2011-24/10/2011 — §5_+_&

Total number of contributors  FRIBAEI : 16

Total amount pledged ARIEFNE - $4,420
Total amount received EIWGERIEINE $3,010.00
Surplus from previous year FFE R - $54,404.26
CCPC contribution EECRIVEER - $32,800.00
WSCCC contribution BB EREREN . $ 2,400.00
TOTAL INCOME =LAl $92,614.26

201MEFCAZTRBIUERSITEIMR « SRER « JHR « TR « BIETRRIELMEEZEEH
59,214.267T °

Living allowances paid to Fr. Low, Fr. Chang, Fr. Fu, Fr. Wang, Sr. Chiu and Sr. Chang for 4 months
(July 2011 to October 2011) were $59,214.26.

E+HAT+MH - BEESMERBERSINE_+"FR185TE - §H58184,4207T < IBRABUT ¢
Mr & Mrs Anthony Chan, Mrs Mary Ng, Ms Teresa Lo, Alice Ching & 12 others R ELfth+_{i]

We sincerely thank the above 16 families & individuals who responded promptly to the

22nd year of the pledge. As at 24/10/2010, we have received a pledged total of $4,420.
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1 Community representatives taking part in the celebration of the
30th Aniversary of Catholic Chinese Community of South Australia - Adelaide
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REHE ARWEDIL) Chinese Catholic Pastoral Centre

Hitlk Address: 38 Chandos St., Ashfield NSW 2131

WHET Chaplain: 235 #1142 Fr Martin Low OFM FEZE: 0424 883 838

#44E Website:  www.ccpe.net.au

FE T Email: info@ccpc.net.au FEf4-EE ##: ccpe_sinica@yahoo.com.au

R 2 IFRE Mass Time:

B R B B 55 B 7 W EHEFA—RE (B35
EE LB VIV (38 Chandos St., Ashfield) BN (BdHE)
CEVILSHWECE S iVt FH RS (3£32)
CEVAHWECE S - iV FHEFA—HF (&)
FREE R L PRARAREL (641 George St., Haymarket) FH Pk (B&E)

H e B A FERATHS AR B0 i Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass on every first Friday at Ashfield:
6:30pm (55) 1 8pm (English)
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