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Now the green blade rises
from the buried gain,

wheat that in dark earth
many days has lain;

love lives again,

that with the dead has been:
Love is come again like wheat that springs up green.
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In the grave they laid him,

Love whom hate had slain,

thinking that never

he would wake again,

laid in the earth

like grain that sleeps unseen:

Love is come again like wheat that Springs up green.
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Forth he camﬁ&et, .

like the risen.gg

he thgt ol ays

TIC g rave ho g

quick from the dead

the risen Christ is seen:

Love is come again like wheat that sp

When our hearts are wintry,
grieving, or in pain,
Christ’s touch can call us
back to life again,

fields of our hearts

that dead and bare have been:

Love is come again like wheat thﬁ‘fl:‘ springs up green.
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Meaning of the cover:

"Now the Green Blade Rizses” captures the sadness and gricef; the light and the hope of
the Paschal Mystery, Already in 2011, we have experienced this Paschal Mystery
played out in the lives of our sisters and brothers who have been affected by floods,
fires, cyclones, and carthgquakes. We live to proclaim the great Easter message that
darkness will give way to light and sadness to joy. s we stand together in this time of
world and national grief, we hold on to the HOPE that the GREEN BLADE will indeed
RISE again in our hearts, our homes and our land.
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RE-ENGAGE

“Contemplating the
= beauty of Creation in-
spires us to recognise
= the love of the Creator,
that Love which moves
the sun and the other
stars,” said Pope Ben-
edict in his Message for
the Celebration of the
World Day of Peace, on
1 January 2010. It is
hard to recognise that
love, looking at the tel-
evision images of the recent tsunami in Japan. In-
stead what we see is a planet that has no regard
for humanity at all. One of the first areas to be
swept away by the tsunami in Japan was the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Sendai, which serves
around 11,000 Catholics. Ninety miles away from
the epic centre of the earthquake and westwards
from Sendai is the apparition site of Our Lady of
Akita, where the Virgin Mary appeared to a Japa-
nese religious sister, Sr. Aghes Sasagawa. In
three apparitions in 1973 she is said to have pre-
dicted a number of "calamities" so great that they
will wipe out much of humanity.

In our Easter Vigil Celebration, we heard the story
of creation in the Book of Genesis. God gave life
to all living things. God saw all that he had made
and it was very good. His creation continues as
we, made into God’s image, are partners in that
work and stewards to take care of all that makes
up this planet, especially all living things.

As "stewards of Creation” we should manage
nature in such a way that we are respectful and
share its resources wisely. The earth is treated as
the victim and humanity as the greedy oppressors
who have caused the problems and must put
things right. Then, without warning, this beautiful
but misused planet crushes our cities, destroys
our nuclear power plants and traumatises people
throughout the world. Thousands are dead and
we are left confused about nature, God and our
role on earth.

Psychologists recognise this as cognitive disso-
nance, a feeling of tension that comes from hold-
ing two conflicting views at the same time. The un-
comfortable feelings increase with the importance
we give to these competing views and we try to
find ways of reducing the anxiety. One way is to
dismiss the idea that the earth is a nurturing pro
vider that reflects the face of God but rather is a
threat that has to be overcome. Stewardship is re-
jected and the focus becomes entirely human-
centred.

The Greek Orthodox Church has a more realistic
view of the interconnectedness of nature and hu-
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manity. Rather than be at the top of the chain,
human beings are considered part of the ongo-
ing process of Creation. People are not stew-
ards who manage and organise but priests of
Creation whose role is to sanctify nature and
who are open to the mystery of the creative
process. When Job cried out to God in anguish,
demanding to know the reason for his suffering,
God put him in his place:

Where were you when | laid the foundation of
the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding-
Who determined its measurements — surely you
know! Or who stretched the line upon it? On
what were its bases sunk, Or who laid its corner-
stone when the morning stars sang together And
all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? (Job
38:4-7)

The Church has a unique role at this time be-
cause of the many widespread environmental
problems that threaten disasters in the future:
climate change, habitat loss, overfishing, pollu-
tion, the list goes on. All these man-made prob-
lems have the potential to cause flooding,
drought and starvation.

In July 2010 scientists at Tohoku University in
Sendai published their findings following the tsu-
nami in Indonesia. They studied the mangrove
swamps that were still intact around the coastal
fringes and concluded that mangroves can
reduce the impact of a five-meter tsunami wave
by up to 80 per cent, particularly if the vegetation
is old and established. Coastal features such as
salt flats, mudflats and coral reefs dampen the
power of waves and considerably reduce storm
surges. Yet people are constantly ripping out
vegetation around coastlines and building ports
and cities on the edge of the sea. Japan's east-
ern seaboard is one of the most densely popu
lated in the world. Who spoke out against this
development?

This could be a moment to re-engage with God
and examine the role of humanity on earth.
People cannot control the movements of tec-
tonic plates but they can reduce the effect of nat-
ural disasters and change the course they are
on to diminish the threats of the future. The
Church has a choice: to follow in the wake of dis
asters and take on the role of comforter of the
victims - a valued role - or will it also offer in-
sights and inspiration for a new relationship with
nature?

Happy Easter to one and all!
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CHRISTMAS FETE 2010

Held on the 18th of December 2010, the Christmas Fete celebrated the Christmas
season as well as promoting community bonding. Preparations for the Fete began
early as the FLY members all helped to organise activities and decorate Asiana Centre
with multi-coloured tinsels and Christmas trees.

On the day of the event, painted banners for every stall were strung up with balloons
and activities were set up. Cars were replaced by bouncy castles, boxing rings and an
animal farm. The carpark had been temporarily transformed into a mini amusement
park. With the kids entertained by the jumping castles, the adults escaped the heat in-
doors with bingo and karaoke and satisfied their appetite at the buffet. Families took
turns taking photos at the Christmas Tree Costume photo booth as well as the snow
covered tree outside the Chapel. With all the activities happening, Asiana Centre was
buzzing with Christmas joy and community spirit. The Christmas Fete 2010 ended as
the sun began to set and as people gradually left tired but content.

Tracg Tam
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CCPC SUMMER CAMP 2011

In this camp, young children (primary school age), youth (high school to university) and adults all
had their own specially designed programs/activities. Everyone seems to enjoy the companion of
their own “generations” . Matured people like me will appreciate Karaoke of “oldie songs” on big
screen & some quiet walks up to the little chapel in the rain. Young kids & youths will surely go for
the water slide & a nice swim in the pool.

As a big group, our number 1 activity has to be the “really exciting and fun filled” game night. Eve-
ryone will remember those guessing games that required extreme imagination and creativity. Every-
one had a very good laugh that night.

Another highlight of the camp is the “movie time” . A “thumbup” to the youths! Ican’ t stop ad-
miring their ability in mixing so well with other youths from Flemington and be able to produce a
movie in such a short time - very professional indeed. [ am so proud of them. Not only because they
are the children of our community but they are all our children. We are all part of God” s big family.
This is what [ called a FAMILY camp.

Nancy Hong (Parent)

I had high expectations going in to Fly Camp after a huge success last year and I was definitely
not disappointed. Let me tell you why.

I was able to strengthen the friendship I had with people I've met before the camp; not only
that, the strangers at the beginning of the camp became my friends who I feel like I have
known all my life. T might not know where they live, what school they go to or what's their fa-
vorite sport, but there was just this special connection, or shared memories which brought all
of us together.

There were so many memories from the camp and it is difficult to single one out. However, the
video making was definitely in the top few. Everyone in my group was willing to spend hours doing
it at night despite being exhausted from our busy day. Our end product was AWESOME, I
never thought we could put together something like that. Watching the video on the last day in
front all our friends and families was one of the proudest moments in my life.

We were push to our limits in the camp. I had lipstick all over my face, paddling on an upside
down kayak and discussing about sensitive topics like swearing and sex in the sessions. I thought
it revealed who I really am and what I am capable of when I am pushed to my boundaries. Also,
the session when we had to write a note to everyone else in the camp was a great experience.
Other people said many things about me that I don't even realize.

I also really enjoyed the sessions because they were often topics that we as teenagers are
facing in our daily life. I was able to relate to God and the Bible through these topics a lot
better. The sessions made me realise WHY God wants us to do certain things.

All in all, Fly Camp 2011 was a great experience. I felt like I have achieved a lot from the 4 days
of camp. I want to take this opportunity to thank all the FLY members, FLY leaders, Fr. Martin
and all the parents who made this camp an unforgettable one.

Roy Chawv (FLY Teen)
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“This calls for (Chi Xi Stigma) & #2 3K
wisdom: let ’ = Bl Cm kA

anyone with un-
derstanding calcu-
late the number of
the beast, for it is
the number of a
person. Its number is six hundred sixty six.”
(NRSV)

“There is need for shrewdness here: anyone
clever may interpret the number of the beast: it is
the number of a human, the number is 666.” (The
New Jerusalem Bible)
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32 1F % Ay multitude (peoples and nations) (%
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“Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understand-
ing count the number of the beast: for it is the
number of a man; and his number is Six hundred
threescore and six.” (Rev. 13:18 -King James
Version)
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“Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understand-
ing decide the multitude of a man; and his multi-
tude is “in the name of Allah.”
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(1) Psalm 98, originally composed for the

liturgical celebration of the kingship of
God at the Temple in Jerusalem, came to
be understood as prophesying the dra-
matic future intervention of God in
human history and the establishing of a
kingdom of justice for all.

(2) We prefer not to touch someone
else’ s feet! Getting on our knees is not
something we do easily. It" s a long way
to the floor.
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Australian Catholic Chinese Community Pledge Report
Summary for the 21st year - 1/7/2010 to 9/4/2011 - 5 —-+—4F

24

Total number of contributors 235 A% 18
Total amount pledged SEEOE $5,530
Total amount received EHUEEIEFIE $5,200
Surplus from previous year S EEH - $58,332
CCPC Contribution PREE MR $95,250
TOTAL INCOME &3t $158,782

ZO0O—OFEHEZO——FUA G HE A SZATBHHAC ~ RIS ~ B ~ B L RRIE LA TGRS I
111,2977¢ - Living allowances paid to Fr. Low, Fr. Chang, Fr. Lu, Sr. Chiu and Sr. Chang for 10 months
(July 2010 to April 2011) were: $111,297.

CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTRE INCOME & EXPENDITURE REPORT
For the period 1 January 2011 to 31 March 2011

EAREIFEREDR L B——F—HE-ZRUXHBE

INCOME U A
Collections-Sunday Mass T H J# ik 13,984.00
Collections-Other Mass HAth5##FEER 212.40
Donations-General ZJEk 400.00
Donations-Tithing {+—Z=&k 40,077.90
Donations-Lent Retreat VU/&jHBEER 48 Bk 7,903.95
Interest received 175 & 6,398.19
Income-Christmas Fete B2SER#E &z A 2,968.49
Books, Cards & Articles Sales £ & 522 £5E1,, 188.18
Special Functions 4% 5[ & &) 6,115.91
TOTAL INCOME $2IZ A $78,249.02
EXPENSE X%
Bulletin 4 & @1 250.00
Donation Expense F5gtFH 2 2,400.00
Expense - Lent Retreat VU/AJHEAEEERGH 2 8,811.03
Expense - Christmas Fete Z& 3Ll & B <7 1,316.44
General Activity Expenses —f§/EEI5E 702.56
Gifts &< 1,5652.32
Internet Expense & Bt485i % 254.35
Liturgical ltems 18 i 509.06
Living Allowances {5 f& 2045 i 31,750.00
Motor Vehicles Expenses J5 5 {8 & 5 H 2 39,949.13
Postage #i27 & FH 262.55
Printing & Stationery [l & > B F3 i 1,214.25
Special Functions Expenses 55l G % 16,320.02
Stipend 54 660.00
Sundry Expense §IEE 300.00
Telephone EEHE 542.67
TOTAL EXPENSE 3% i} $106,794.40
BERHE O R T B g B R SR R
Acknowledgement IE &5f

In February 2011, the community responded generously to our Queensland and Victorian Flood Appeal. A
total of $9,646.20 had been collected at St. Peter Julian's Church, Haymarket and Asiana Centre, Ashfield.
This amount had been sent to St. Vincent de Paul Society for their relief work to the victims of these

disasters. REMEAEY) R LHAMGESHEEKEIREER > EEREQSHARREEN N T OSEE
H e (E R - HESSFNTAENUATZ - 2BCREZWEEREZA -
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2 5 LTI~ Chinese Catholic Pastoral Centre

Hyfk Address: 38 Chandos St., Ashfield NSW 2131
) Chaplain: Z[Z5t4# < Fr Martin Low OFM =7, F HF, : 0424 883 838
T[ﬁ*ﬂ— website: www.chinese.sydney.catholic.org.au
Fqﬁ[ﬁ email: accawebsite@yahoogroups.com.au ﬁ&? E3 F%EB ccpc_sinica@yahoo.com.au

{@Fﬂ‘%‘ﬁj&x 1 Mass Time:

B PO 2R P 2T - B (B F
PPV 2 ST {lir (38 Chandos St., Ashfield) E&"ETF* A E ()
PPV o TR R A = PR (ii
APV El 1= 2R SR 4 ST - Eﬁ (P‘Jgi)
AL R P 2ok i (641 George St., Haymarket) = PR = (AED

B3P R I o PR S IR~ i Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass on every first Friday at Ashfield:
6:30pm (§) EF,) #1 8pm (English)
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