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Fr. Martin

"The Lord gave me some brothes:

Pope Benedict XVI has declared a “Year for Priests” beginning with the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on June
19, 2009. The year will conclude in Rome with an international gathering of priests with the Holy Father from June 9-11,
2010.

As Franciscans, our identity is first and foremost a Franciscans and not as an ordained priest. Franciscans are all friars,
friar-brothers and friar-priests. The word "Friar" comes from the Latin, frater, and means "brother". All Franciscans are
brothers to one another, whether they may serve in the priesthood or brotherhood.

"The Lord gave me some brothers." This is the simple way in which St. Francis chose to describe the beginning of his
Order. The men who followed his way of life were not to be 'followers' nor 'disciples', but brothers.

Sometimes friar-brothers are referred to as lay brothers because they have not been ordained. A Franciscan priest is
an ordained friar. His ministerial focus is sacramental (e.g. celebrating the Mass or Divine Liturgy) and preaching the
Word of God, while also ministering in other areas such as education or health care. Brothers are also engaged in
many different ministries, such as education, health care, ministry to the poor; but are not ordained for sacramental
ministry. You cannot tell the difference between a brother and a priest in our community — we wear the same
Franciscan habit of penance!

As a Franciscan and a priest | end up with two titles. Every Franciscan is a brother in the fundamental sense of
choosing a lifestyle to live the gospel in community under the inspiration of St. Francis of Assisi. Some of us go on to be
doctors, lawyers, carpenters, priests, etc. So we get other titles like 'father' to indicate “our ministry”.

If titles are used | choose the most fundamental one that refers to lifestyle rather than ministry. To put titles together, |
would be a 'brother-priest'. But that is confusing in our culture. | minister as a priest, but it is not easy for others to
hold on to the idea that | am a brother if | use the title ‘father’ all the time. People think that you are one or the other but
the fact is that we as Franciscans are both if we are ordained. So the title 'brother' is not one or the other.

These misconceptions are nothing new, but Franciscans usually use the term 'brother' among themselves.
Unfortunately, Franciscans have been fit into the canonical structure of the church as an order of priests and brothers
and we have been fighting this with no success for quite a while. We are a 'brotherhood' with some of us also priests.

The term brother may be an appropriate way to describe Franciscans and is especially significant to friars. St Francis
was called a brother during his life even though he was a deacon. He referred to all creation in terms of brothers and
sisters. There was brother wolf and sister lark. To be known as somebody's brother or sister describes a familial
relationship. It's the richness of life. It's the way we're called to live the gospel.

| am flexible as to how people address me since | love being a priest. | am a 'brother-priest' as distinct
from 'Diocesan-priest' unless he belongs to a religious order like the Franciscans. | let people call me what they want
to. In a formal setting | may be introduced as Father Martin. | usually introduce myself as Martin, but parents and
youth may prefer to hear something more formal. But | like to highlight the lifestyle rather than the ministry when | use a
title. The title “father” serves as a reminder of my responsibilities as a priest and leader. Even now it's a humbling type
of thing. When people twice my age call me “father”, it brings an awareness of the expectations for this role.

Whether a brother or priest, all Franciscans profess and live by three vows: Poverty, Chastity and Obedience.

Poverty means he will live a life of simplicity without anything of his own. In an age of unbridled materialism and
consumerism, the Franciscan Friar is dedicated to having "nothing of his own". He will not cling to material things, but
will focus on putting people and the needs of others -- especially the poor-before all else. He will not cling to his way of
doing things, but will always defer to the needs of the community.

Chastity means he will be celibate for the Kingdom of God. To live a chaste, celibate life is a call to love all God's people
and not enter into exclusive relationships. While we are all sexual beings, Chastity is a way of loving that is not
expressed genitally. It opens and draws the Friar into a deeper union with Christ, who Himself was celibate.

Obedience means the Franciscan priest or brother will be at service to something larger than himself. He will place his
trust in God through decisions made by his Franciscan community. Obedience underlies the fact no one person has all
the answers, and he will listen to the collective wisdom of others. Ultimately, the vow is an openness to the will of God in
living out the Gospel life.

The Franciscan option for simplicity, for being among people of lesser means, for a life of prayer and of service, for
being part of a brotherhood gathered around the Gospel of Christ, for a spirituality with a keen sense of God'’s presence
in all of creation — these things drew me to the Franciscans and continue to sustain me in my vocation. | am convinced
that God’s plan for me has always been for me to be a Franciscan. But God often has surprises for me.
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Alan Wong [studying for the priesthood with the Jesuits]

Ambivalence set in when Sister Teresa suggested
that 1 write a piece for the Holy Father’s
proclamation that this year will be the Year of the
Priest. I was rather hesitant on many levels, the most
pertinent being the obvious - but I am not a priest?
Sometimes these subtleties get lost from the
perspective of Canon law. I am a Jesuit student in
formation for the priesthood. What is more, it was
not so long along that I shared my journey.

These scruples were balanced against the Church’s
place in our current social historical context. The
reality speaks for itself. With vocations diminishing,
repercussions are imminent. It has been three years
since my entry and there is a nagging suspicion that

the next few years might be a long if not forlorn hope.

Every generation has their own battles, their own
burdens, their own crosses. My predecessors were
engaged in their struggle for social justice and
realization of the goals set by Vatican II. For my
generation, this must surely encompass the
perplexed cries directed at the empty rooms that
dominate our houses.

Currently I am engaged in theological and
philosophical pursuits. As my former spiritual
director elucidated, this is the arena where ‘one
sharpens one’s claws for intellectual debate.” Our
theological college comprises fifteen students, with
the bulk of the students from other Asian countries.
These men have crossed the straits of the Pacific to
spend years engrossed in study. The Australian
region provides an invaluable service to the Church
of Asia by forming these men, intellectually and
spiritually, for the challenges that confront them
upon their eventual return home. Their difficulties
are manifold: language, culture, even at the basic
level food. As one elderly Jesuit commented, whilst
they were growing up, they experienced prejudice
from the dominant Protestant culture. Fortunately
these men do not face prejudice, but unfortunately
they encounter racism, more pernicious and just one
more of the silent burdens and crosses that they must
bear.

This story has been relatively negative so far, but
‘abide in hope’ as St Paul enunciates.

BREE

In the footsteps of St Paul, I too can proclaim hope in
the Church and here are my reasons why. The Jesuits
around me inspire me on many levels. I remember
before my entry, a Jesuit recalled his story about one
professor claiming he could detect the Jesuits in his
class by the intensity of their look, that by the end of
term this intensity burnt a hole in his retina. Overly
dramatic, I deemed, until I stepped into this college.
My fellow Jesuit students communicate a
convergence of energies and seriousness of intent in
whatever they undertake. This holy restlessness
animates their being, transmitting a sense of great
enterprises waiting to be undertaken. I can only
admire them, at the time laboriously spent honing
their skills, some assigned to master their second or
even fifth language, English.

This vitality fuels my hope and passion for the
Church.

I must confess that it has sacrifi
permeates through when we s
conjugal intimacy, the rejection
denial of affective bonds, all p¢
religious. Other joys are possit
remove the entire void. We live in a suiituud wiar van
be both desert and cross. The poverty that flows
from the vow of chastity completes and fulfils our
life but it comes at great cost.

Most importantly for me, these men, no matter who
they are, have offered the gift of their life, to the
Gospel mission and as the gift God gives to me as
my companions manifested in their vocation. As I
contemplate this while basking in the spring sun, |
wonder about my own vocation, a sinner yet still
called to be a companion of St Ignatius, my only
reflection being “What else can I be?”

Next year will be the 400th anniversary of Matteo
Ricci’s arrival into China, a man who forged bridges
of understanding and dialogue between the East and
West. I ask that you unite with me in prayer for the
Holy Father’s intentions, thanksgiving for Matteo
Ricci’s life and for the Lord to bestow the Church
with the gift of inspired people to link the frontiers of
the secular to the sacred through dialogue and
understanding.
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Children Mass 29 Jun 09

CCPC Basketball
Competition
5 Oct 09

a1 AR fi %ﬁﬁ
Fr Peter Collins Bifth &% 7]

The Sacrament Mass 2009 on 19/9/09 during which 6 of
our Sunday School students received sacraments.
The Mass was celebrated by Bishop Julian Porteous
and Fr. Martin.




Our Sunday School kids were
playing group games

IR E1E26/92 %] Bowral
TER/ BRFER

PR EYEE TR |

GOSS Annual Dinner 2009



HE ;Eﬁ%?? EIAT Agnes =[5
Clifford =" — F]+[1 | a6
RCIA English Class A RS

Rite of Acceptance 26 Jul 09

. —a great role
, model for us :
Cecilia Lee and Eddie Hung to follow Fr Martin conducted a retreat on

were married on 21 Nov 09 ' "Pain & Suffering"

China Pilgrimage Oct 09
Fr. Martin with
CCPC community

Tiananmen Square

Aged Home in |
Shijiazhung

.
A

Interior of the Sacred Hea Cathedral
at Tianjin




Bishop Ignatius Wang presenting

New Zealand and Tahiti
representatives at the
Welcoming Dinner

Bishops, Priests & ReligiousSisterserforming
during Farewell Dinner

\ SeaS.
Fr Paschal Chang
presenting

Archbishop Emeritus
Ti Kang presenting

Participants at Opera House

e & & |

W Sall\ 4 A
Fr Martin delivering Fr I 5 )\ ‘ CRILE L J ¥ D7 A .
Paul Smith’s speech during Mass at 1\2ary MacKillp’s Fr Paul presented the WOCPEC
the Welcoming Dinner Memorial Chapel IV candle to the Cgthohc Chinese
Community in Lima Peru ( the
Organizer for WOCPECYV)



THS MINISTRIES

In the past few months, the Temple of the Holy Spirit Prayer
Group (THS) has been concentrating on discerning and setting
up ministry roles. Since THS began in 1996, formal ministry
roles have been few, such as musicians or bible study leaders,
while other responsibilities have been more informal and
temporary in nature. In the near future, new ministry roles
including Marketing, Creative Media, Public Relations,
Audio-Visual and Logistics will be shared and carried out by
members to enable THS to carry out its mission more
effectively and achieve its vision sooner.

So what is THS’ mission and vision?

THS has a mission to build an army of disciples through
baptism in the Holy Spirit, healing the sick and delivering the
oppressed. Our prayer group has a vision to make 1000
disciples through fellowship, discipleship, evangelism,
ministry and worship.

This mission and vision is based on Jesus' great commission
to His disciples, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you.” (Matt 28:19-20)

THS aims to bring the living Jesus to other young people
around the world through the power of the Holy Spirit. A
number of THS members embark on mission trips
domestically or internationally each year in order to pray
together with local communities. In the past, we have
mainly visited South East Asia, and we are planning to visit
Madrid in 2011, and the USA and Africans continent in the
near future also.

Home Cell Groups
= During 2008, regional Home Cell Groups
l”i'z] 27| were formed to allow members to gather
;l"’—':-'gﬂ together to pray, fellowship, learn, grow,
E"«é)f er[éx evangelise and support one another.
% —!  Through these fortnightly gatherings, we
learn what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, and in turn,
how we can go out to make disciples for Him.

/f

Home Cell Group activities may include praise and worship,
personal sharing, current affairs, bible study, catholic
teachings, individual prayover and intercessory prayer.
These gatherings also provide a friendly and less formal
atmosphere for welcoming newcomers, both believers and
non-believers, while encouraging all members to be more
proactive in our mission to evangelise.

Discernment of Ministries

As mentioned above, THS is anticipating growth by
establishing Ministries. Together, we have been intensively
discerning the various ministries and where each member will
serve. Members will formally take their positions once they
have been commissioned.

For most of us, the discernment process was a new experience.

BREE

13

Kevin Wong

A simple explanation of the discernment process would be to
identify the skills and talents God has given or wants to give
to us, and to discern where and when He wants us to apply
them.

Through prayer, fasting and remaining close to God, we firstly
discerned as individuals, then in Home Cell Groups and
finally within the Core Group.

We started off by praying individually over a one month
period.  This included praying for ourselves and others also.
We had a list of fifteen different ministry roles, from which
we were to select three preferences for roles in which we
would be open to God’s calling. Coming together to discern
as a group, we found that our experiences were varied: some
prayed more, others not so much, some had clear preferences
while others struggled to select one. In the group
discernment, we needed to be humble and loving, as we
received or gave feedback from others when we shared our
preferences.  Fr Martin, our Spiritual Director, kindly
assisted us in this group discernment phase.

As part of the discernment process, we came to understand
that Ministry is about serving God and His people in Jesus’
name, through love and sacrifice. We need to have a heart to
serve even though we may think that we lack the skills or
courage to do certain tasks. God will choose some into a
Ministry even though they may not be comfortable with it or
have the necessary strengths. Also, ministry roles may be
big or small, but all are important to building the Body of
Christ.

Through Ministry, Jesus is the centre of everything we do and
He is the foundation on which we grow. It’s not just about
growth in the number of people, but in us too, through service,
prayer, fasting, studying the Word of God and spending more
time with Jesus. While we are performing a ministry, we
will be facilitating the growth of those affected by that
ministry, and increasing the number of souls that can be
brought into the Kingdom of God. Hopefully in the not too
distant future, we will see more disciples serving Our Lord
Jesus, within THS, the CCPC community and wider Catholic
community.

Ministries will put us in a position to move efficiently and
mightily when God beckons, whether it is for mission trips or
something new altogether. Most importantly though, our
heart needs to be in the right position for God to act according
to His own purpose, healing & deliverance. We know that
this is a serious commitment which requires discipline and
sacrifice. However, in the process of carrying out our roles
to fulfil the mission & vision of the group, we will receive the
grace and blessings that God has reserved for us. This is
certainly the experience that many THS members can testify
to.

If you would like further information, please visit and contact
us through our website at www.thsonline.org . Glory to God!
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Our thoughts of a special Priest

There is a man who is humble, softly spoken and of a
gentle nature.

His commitments are many, working six days week,
many times working extra shifts to meet the demands of those
who have requested his ministry, counselling and friendship.

He only celebrates Mass once a month with our Chinese
community, but this does not include the many feasts and
solemnities, weddings, baptisms, reconciliations, first
communions, marriages and funerals of our community
members. In addition, he still frequently volunteers his time
for RCIA and other sodality gatherings.

His homilies are always well prepared and clear for the
congregation to understand. 'We have seen the extra effort
that he goes to especially for our Sunday School children,
sometimes with attractive props to cater for their curious and
growing faith journeys while reinforcing the teaching.

In Sunday School classes, when children are preparing
to receive the Sacraments, we have seen that he relates well at

their level, but still ensures that all the important details of the
HEBEA
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Kevin and Bernice
Sacraments are thoroughly covered.

Over the years of ministering in the community together,
we have become true and loving friends. He journeyed with
us in our marriage preparation and continues to be part of our
family’s life. We have watched him age, yet we can still see
that his passion to serve continues to burn brighter than ever.

We can see Jesus in him and his works, and he is a great
role model for us to follow. We hope our children can
experience the same in the years to come.

We take this opportunity to thank him and invite
everyone to pray for him during the rest of this special Year
for Priests.

Fr David Wilson SM, you have been there for us and
many others during various stages

of our lives, and you mean so

much to us and our community.
May God bless you abundantly for )1 UU :
your faithfulness to Him and to us.
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Australian Catholic Chinese Community Pledge Report
Summary for the 20th year 01/07/2009 to 20/11/2009 (37~ - &)

Total number of contributors ﬁ?’i ?ﬂ Mg 17

Total amount pledged I?i & $ 5,180.00
Total amount received i % I?i }ﬂ E $ 3,590.00
Surplus from previous year F & 7 = ]'fFJ : $40,005.75
CCPC contribution “¢" & F[1 -~ f F : $32.500.00
TOTALINCOMEf,iL : $76,095.75

TofE EI R B S IR S EE Y ?’FII'T? WIREE Ut iflﬁj "!“ﬂ 51,342.71 7t - Stipends paid to Fr. Low, Fr. Chang, Fr. Lu,
Sr. Chiu and Sr. Chang for 5 months were $51,342.71.

e i e I = A [—+ T ey o = AR ”,il? j 5180 7+ » 4R~ €90 : Mary Ng, Mark Siow,
Anthony & Helen Chan, Alice Chmg, Theresa Lo (and 12 others) &l 44 — fif - We sincerely thank the above 17 families and
individuals who responded promptly to the 20th year of the pledge. As at 20/11/09, we have received a pledge total of $ 5,180

from them.
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ISR I MR R SRR SR SR A 19
FRIVIR™ [ TR 6,580 7 - .
In response to the Taiwan Disaster Appeal of the Giayi diocese in August 2009, $6,580 had been donated by :

members of our community who attended Sunday Mass at St. Peter Julian's Church and Asiana Centre.

=§%m@’tﬁﬁ@%[~~@

P2 SRV R[S (S 505 RS 2000 7
- BRI 1 (I RAES o iyl

P 11,785.09 7 - /Ewﬁﬁhu 1) BB EE 2,658,
We thank the UNSW CASS president and his organising committtee for organising the very successful 2009
walkathon. They raised $11,785.09 for building fund for Asiana Centre and $2,658.30 for the CCPC Youth :

Development Fund.
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CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTRE INCOME & EXPENDITURE REPORT
For the period 1 July 2009 to 30 September 2009

I e L R e E A L g

Income 57 $ Expense <!} $

Baptism Offering 387.65 Bulletin “p &g+ 770.00
Books, Cards & Articles Sales %%x'# Frd i 7*%’5’[’0 l[,[ 185.45 Flowers & Decorations 266.14
Collections-Other Mass 495 Af Rt 100.25 General Activity Expenses iﬁéﬂi e 52.00
Collections-Sunday Mass = [ I3l 10,862.15 Gift & 125.33
Donations-Tithing [f— % & 48,286.48 Internet Expense T’Zn“ ﬁ?i* 233.85
Interest received L7 F||El 3,545.89 Liturgical Items 7 5" | fif 1,025.67
Living Allowance i ¥ [£% 4 iF"ﬂ%‘ E’JT 32,500.00

Motor Vehicles Expenses ﬁ;&ll =Rk 4,238.35

Printing & Stationery HJ’H[JB‘\D £! E'J#, 134.55

Special Functions C’ﬁ H[Jiﬁgﬂr'azﬂqf 264.96

Stipend §Z%E 620.00

Telephone ?ﬁf’ﬁﬁ?[b 224.58

Total Income > $63,367.87 Total Expenditure s H' $40,455.43
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2 FHE Fg—,‘fs{&'ﬁif’l@?{ijﬁ Common Misconception regarding Catholic Hierarchy

(source: http://www.bible.ca/catholic-church-hierarchy-organization.htm)

— HEYEELEE Misconception L= P56t Actual Catholic Hierarchy
Pope X
Cardinals fE#%= 7~ Pope 7 (1 head)

o o

Archbishops = % Bishops = ¥ (2946 diocese, cathedrals)

o o

Bishops = ¥ Priests i3 (219,583 parishes)

o

Catholics = ]'F%FJS—(I Billion members)

e

Priests %/

e

Catholics = |'F=‘I &
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