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Fr. Martin

very October 4, people in various places may
Enotice something odd. A procession of animals,
everything from dogs and cats to hamsters and
even horses, is led to churches for a special ceremony
called the Blessing of Pets. This custom is conducted in

remembrance of St. Francis of Assisi’s love for all
creatures.

Francis, whose feast day is October 4th, loved the larks
flying about his hilltop town. He and his early brothers,
staying in a small hut, allowed themselves to be
displaced by a donkey. Francis wrote a Canticle of the
Creatures, an ode to God’s living things. “All praise to
you, Oh Lord, for all these brother and sister
creatures.” And there was testimony in the cause for St.
Clare of Assisi’s canonization that referred to her little
cat!

That there are today over 50 million cats in Australia
attests to the continuing affection we have for our furry,
feathered or finned friends. Our Prime Minister, Kevin
Rudd even has a dog called Abby and Jasper, a cat who
took up residence in The Lodge. For single
householders, a pet can be a true companion. Many
people arrive home from work to find a furry friend
overjoyed at their return. Many a senior has a lap filled

with a purring fellow creature.

The bond between person and pet is like no other
relationship, because the communication between
fellow creatures is at its most basic. Eye-to-eye, a man
and his dog, or a woman and her cat, are two creatures
of love. No wonder people enjoy the opportunity to take

their animal companions to church for a special blessing.

Church is the place where the bond of creation is
celebrated.

At Franciscan churches, a friar often welcomes each

animal with a special prayer. The Blessing of Pets
usually goes like this:

BREE

“Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living
creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the
air and animals on the land. You inspired St. Francis to
call all of them his brothers and sisters. We ask you to
bless this pet. By the power of your love, enable it to live
according to your plan. May we always praise you for
all your beauty in creation. Blessed are you, Lord our

»

God, in all your creatures! Amen.’

As the prayer is offered, the pet is gently sprinkled with
holy water. Believe it or not, most pets receive this
sacramental spritz with dignity, though I must admit I
have seen some
cats flatten their
ears a bit as the
drops of water
lightly pelt them.
But the owner is
happy, and who
knows what

spiritual -
benefits  may
result? Ras, my mum’s pet!

Usually the Blessing of Pets is held outdoors. But I
remember it rained one year, and all were invited inside
St. Mary’s Church in Singapore. It was quite a sight to
see pairs of creatures—one human, one animal—sitting
in the pews. I joined right in with my beagle. Noah’s
Ark was never like this!

Some people criticize the amount and cost of care given
to pets. People are more important, they say. Care for
poor people instead of poodles. And certainly our needy
fellow humans should not be neglected. However, |
believe every creature is important. The love we give to
a pet, and receive from a pet, can draw us more deeply
into the larger circle of life, into the wonder of our
common relationship to our Creator.
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Celebration of Lunar New Year Mass at St Vincent’s Church Ashfield

Fr Martin Low Chaplain of
Australian Catholic Chinese
Community, leading the

i

a2 gyl

| TR 1’ " prayers for our ancestors = & u W 4
. um “m j' Bishop Brady Concelebrants

offering wine to our ancestors

Bishop Brady and con-
celebrants

Otber - ‘
on-
Ckets 4, m : Ce]ebrams Bishop Brady accepting
' Ss atfende - Wine and Bread during the
Offertory

Ta M Fr. Chang’s
Birthday Party

e Feb09
L85 o

e )
The Combined Choir consisting of
representatives from various Asian

Communities

: Combined Asian Community
Representatives Mass and

from various Asian Asian Food Festival
Communities reading the

Prayers of the Faithful

i
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Representatives from Various
Chinese Communities in the , ’
Offertory Procession Bish
from Australian Catholic

Chinese Community
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op Brady and Youths

John Wong of Lectors Group
for his new born girl, Kirsten,
was born on 21/12/08.



FLY

V.

). CaféFLY is open....

Our little brothers
and sisters .... FLY

1st CASS Youth
Mass on 7 March

CASS Walkathon on Easter Monday
13 April

CASS Pray and Play on
21 March

Action Anticipation
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RCIA - Sacrament of Initiation
at St Mary Cathedral

CCPC Ch0|r attended an
interfaith activity at Darling
Harbour organised by the
International Budda Light
Association in celebration of

Mother's Day
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THS Taiwan Core Group -
Leader John Wu (middle),
spiritual director Fr. Bernard
(second right) and members

THS Taiwan
leader John Wu
giving testimony

<

IR ?éﬁi%ﬁlj'w%d\i& i
it

Bl Sl %F“ﬁﬁ#m,m



THS Mission Trip 2009

n the 7th May 2009, the Temple of the Holy Spirit

prayer group embarked on our 8th mission trip

since 2000. This was our longest and biggest
overseas trip to date as we arranged altogether 14 prayer
meetings in various cities in Taiwan, China and Hong Kong,
the last one concluding in Hong Kong on the 24th May. In
addition to the 28 THS members who participated, we were
also privileged to have Fr Martin, Fr Bernard (a priest from
Taiwan) and Ms Imsoon Kim as well as several members from
Tree of Life (Hong Kong) and Life in the Living Water

(Auckland, NZ) prayer groups join us on this trip of a lifetime.

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the theme for our
mission trip in Taiwan was based on Isaiah 60:1 'Arise, shine!
For your light has come and the glory of the Lord rises upon
you' and for Hong Kong we had 'No eye has seen, no ear has
heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for

those who love Him' from 1 Corinthians 2:9.

The purpose of this mission trip was to bring the living
Jesus to the many people whom we will encounter and to
make disciples out of the churches that we were going to
minister at. We achieved this through 3 main avenues:
Baptism in the Holy Spirit, healing the sick and delivering the
oppressed in the name of Jesus. These were all urgent
commissions of the Church and we felt that if we failed to
minister healing and deliverance like Jesus did, we would
leave people in a bondage from which Jesus had died to set
them free. Hence we went forth as ambassadors of His
Kingdom, fully equipped with the Blood of Jesus to
LIBERATE people from anything and everything that was

standing between them and God.

nlike all the trips we had before, this trip was filled

with glorious miracles, liberation and healing. We

have again seen firsthand how our God is a God of
wonders, might and mercy. In every prayer meeting, we faced
many who were sick with all sorts of cancer, mental illnesses,
back pain, skin conditions, stomach problems etc. Then there

BREE

Stanley
were those who were oppressed, depressed, empty and
trapped - all of which prevented them from fully worshipping
God in spirit and truth. I like Romans 8:37 because it tells us
that we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.
We therefore attacked all these evil spirits and the sicknesses
they brought with the aggressiveness and mentality of a
conqueror. And as we laid hands on them, God fully released
faith and anointing on them and I could not help but

remember what He said in Exodus 6:6

'T will free you from their bondage and
I will rescue you with an outstretched
arm

I was also truly overwhelmed by the power of the Holy
Spirit that descended on our prayer meetings. Here are just
some examples of the healing that had taken place right before
our eyes. There was a lady who was deaf in one ear and who
had endured years of back pain from a motor vehicle accident.
After just a few minutes of prayer and God's touch, her
deafness was healed and her hearing was restored! Praise God.
Another gentleman came forward with a skin condition called
vitiligo which made patches of his skin look white. We laid
hands on him and that same night his skin was restored to
perfection. Praise God! Then there was a woman on a
wheelchair who had a stroke which paralysed her left side. We
prayed for her and she started to move her fingers and legs on
the affected side. Praise God! Another woman had been
wheelchair bound for weeks due to a mysterious lesion in her
spine. We baptised her in the Holy Spirit and commanded
healing in the name of Jesus and she miraculously stood up
from her wheelchair on her own, something she has not done
for weeks! Praise God! There were numerous others with
cancer whom we prayed for - lung cancer, brain cancer,
thyroid cancer who although we couldn't see healing with our
naked eye, we declare in faith that when they see their doctors
for their next check up, all the cancer cells would have been

destroyed by the Blood of Jesus! Praise God!
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Every single prayer we prayed, we did so with faith and Ithough this trip was physically and mentally

authority. We prayed in such a way that mountains would be exhausting, we thoroughly enjoyed every minute
moved. We prayed in anticipation of the outpouring of His of'it. It is always an honour to be God's vessel and
power in revival, harvest and Kingdom expansion. Truly, the to be able to bless others freely with His strength and healing.
name of Jesus is the Name above all names, higher than We praise God for never failing to go before us and for
cancer, higher than any sickness in the world, higher than any protecting us along the way all the time. I say this humbly, but
sin. Nothing can overpower the might and power of the name I believe God has took us a step closer towards our vision of
of Jesus. THS 1000 and is going to make next year's trip even more

glorious and magnificent than anything we have ever

Then there was also something remarkable during this . .. .
trip. Many adults who came brought their children with them. experienced. I know the Lord IS Stlrﬂng m

Seeing that this was an opportunity that God had sent our way,
we called the children forward and commended them to God's our hearts today tO intercede for

care and started to pray over them for a fresh new anointing in

their lives and also to be delivered from any unclean spirits or

His church and for the work of

activity from their ancestry line that was unbeknownst to them.

Many of them were baptised in the Holy Spirit and even ) )

rested in the Spirit. It was simply a beautiful sight to behold. evangehsm, heahng and
"Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,

for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. (Luke deliveranc e.

18:16)
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News from FLY

young adults (11 — 21 years) to engage with, explore and express their Catholic faith. Since then, the group has expanded in size and also

I \cel the Life in Youth (FLY) is a youth group that was established in 2007. It is a group that has been designed to enable high school and

in the activities we offer because at FLY, we like to keep things fresh, fun and exciting!

Lately, we have started to integrate some spiritual sessions as part of the FLY program. These sessions are called “High Flyers” appropriately!
The aim of these sessions is to provide a place where teenagers feel comfortable in expressing their opinions while also respecting others ideas
on various topics which are relevant to teenagers. The leaders guide the discussions and encourage the teenagers to reflect on their own lives and
how God and the Catholic faith is a vital part of them. The sessions are very practical and are always full of FUN!

Some of the topics that we have already
discussed are:

o [s Mass Boring?

o Prayer & Attitude

e Dating

o Intimacy

e Easter

As well as the serious stuff, the fun side of
things (arguably the most important factor!)
takes its place through FLY Outings every
4" Sunday of the month. Recent activities
include a sleepover at Asiana Centre,
various lunch outings and the most
unexpected fun outing was lawn bowls!
This outing consisted of teams of teenagers
playing against each other but no doubt the
team to beat was the “oldies” team that
consisted of Uncle Victor, Aunty Philomena
and Aunty Teresa.

One of the latest additions to the FLY
experience was the FLY Cafe Express! This
idea came about because moving to Asiana
Centre from St. Peter Julian’s in the city
was a big change... that is, there were no
food stores in close proximity to fill up the
stomachs for starving teenagers! People
started to drive out to buy food but soon
realised that if they left, they would have no
parking spot when they got back! After that
plan failed, some kids were so hungry that
they walked to McDonald’s and back and
those that were too lazy (myself) would just
starve. It was then that we realised that hey!
Maybe a Cafe would be helpful!

Since then, we have started up a Cafe to
satisfy the hunger of many community
members who spend most of the day at
Asiana Centre. We have also invested in a
decent coffee machine as well because it is

Here are some opinions about the FLY experience:

“FLY is a very pleasant group to be part of. There is a very

evident (through rising sales!) that coffee is
what keeps many people in working brain
order!

This is all the latest from FLY, and we want
to say thanks to everyone in particular Fr.
Martin, for the tremendous support the
community has given us whether it is
through lending a helping hand, giving us
opportunities, visiting the cafe or simply
just dropping in to say a hi and a bye!

Please feel free to join us every 2™ and 4™
Sunday for High Flyers and also every 4™
Sunday for the FLY outing. Our next
session will be on April 26™ on Sin and
Temptation. Any questions please free to
contact us at feelthelifeinyouth@gmail.com
or Christina Liu 0488788877.

“FLY is a great way to meet new people and to talk about different

welcoming, merry and cheerful atmosphere. The activities are very

interesting and I have learnt a lot through these experiences.” -

Lorraine, 12 years.

"The FLY sessions are enjoyable and educational, and I have
broadened my knowledge and myself as a person through these

sessions". - Jennifer, 14 years.

News from CASS

situations within my own life” — Tiffany, 14 years.

“FLY is a great way for me to broaden my knowledge and apply

spiritual learning into my everyday life”. — Vincent, 15 years.

Jason, 19 years.

"FLY is a group that brings the messages of the bible to me and
discusses ways in which I can apply them into my everyday life." —

s we know most of CASS activities are based on university campuses weekly. In order to foster a greater sense of unity and prayers,
CASS is organising regular youth Masses this year so members can come together and worship as a community. The first CASS youth
Mass this year was celebrated at Asiana Centre by Fr Martin on the 7 March.

'Pray and Play'

‘Walkathon’

This year CASS started with its first inter-uni event :'Pray and Play’
on the 21 March to welcome the new members. The attendance
was high (130+) and the day was filled with spirit and laughter.
There were praise and worship to get all the members into the
mood and Eunice Suen and Daniel Roxby gave the testimonies.
Mass was celebrated by Fr Dom and the discussions and sharing
afterwards mark the end of the 'Pray’ part of the day. The afternoon
started with a scrumptious lunch follow by several hours of mind
numbing and energy burning games and running around. The day
was perhaps a foretaste of what the coming CASS year would be
like.

WEBHA 15

CASS lead by the UNSW branch once again organised this year's
Walkathon on Easter Monday on the 13 April. It was a glorious day
and CASS members and the rest of CCPC community turned up in
force. The participants were estimated at 170+. The event raised
about 13 thousands dollars for Asiana Centre and contributed
further to the Youth Development Fund. CASS wants to thank all
who participated especially those who contributed in raising money
year after year.
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Sunday School

Sunday School 2009 started its first lesson on 8" February after a
long summer break. This year there are five classes in total — the
preschoolers; junior class; baptism class; 4" and 5" graders and the
confirmation class. We have 9 teachers and over 30 students.
Classes are held between 9.30 a.m. to noon on every Sunday except
school breaks. At class time children will worship God in different
ways, for example, they study the words of Our Lord, sing and do
group activities together, and write their own plays for special events.
The Gospel of Matthew close-.s \f;ith tﬁ;:se words of Our Lord: "Go
therefore and make disciples of all nétions, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son: an:ll of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I have pommzu_ided }-lou. .." This mandate,
which Christ gave to His apostle.-s', hajs' been handed down throughout
the ages. ' r
The Sunday School will continue to ;erve through teaching, praying,
worshipping and sacramental prepara}tion to proclaim the gospel of
Jesus Christ. By helping children of our community to understand
and comply with the spiritual practices as faithful followers of Jesus,

our community can grow stronger and more united in God’s love.

SINICA Jun 2009



Jasmine Zhao
“xy I%FE‘ NG gﬁ:ﬁg_}; RN R TS i/g"gJJI//:L B

RATGRERY 25 (- 02 TIOREE X2 pons
R S V] 1Y QRS FRLF IR PR

BROR Y > (IR 2 g2 o e
g%ﬂ]‘g i %Flfj r%&iﬁgﬂJ - ?rzs_) [’LIFJ{ E[@

TFATH] =0 Tl o S5 45 OBEALA 0 A2 Pt SR R
BRSO AR ORT o SPRYER S SR R R,

é‘»—‘é&j" I/ el 7 A

Frfapy A
PRI
PeALRL ™ 1Y dv o AL B R
IR AL T R A R
U IR e [E s O A Ok R

WEENS Sl R B

F::T

FIE sy )
LR IR
i EﬁUP“f’

FIHTEURPE Y B PR LR e B
i‘é?ﬁﬁ S L S TR U LI d Bk S
F& Fod T et TP HRESO A 2 IR -
fgfﬂ%ﬂ‘iﬁf il

B SR USRI SR S W BB
FEAIRYE 'l’ﬁtj?IH' » PR ZY (i X &~ 2 Father Martin
MHMEIEIE “Jasmine » FPI W=7 Y il ?,iF';’ 3% -

KA IS o SRS RS o1

IR P A i o iges SREDYIFIE o A 35
fushfh - ZSRUTEREsT FHEJIAMT > R

*I/T » ZYUFSE) Winsome $5 775 M»ﬂldrf{g[ PR
FDEGHTS IR R TR A 2 A
Fo E IR P Y RIS T R T
TR o

[VFUEe SR

Kannas Pang

Being born on the 25™ of December, I always think that I belong to the
Catholic family. But I was not baptised when I was an infant since my
father is not Catholic, and mum wanted me to choose my own religion
when I have grown up. 1 used to think that I don’t need to tell anyone if
I believe in God. I would pray and talk to God but never consider going
to the Church and the term “Bible Study” never exists in my dictionary.
Up until few years back, I have learned about the RCIA correspondence
programme and that is how my journey towards baptism started. ~ After
3 years of correspondence study, I finally become a Catholic. 1 feel like
I have picked a long way home. I could have been home when I was a
baby but now it took me 30 years to get there. I suppose God has

planned it all and the most important thing is “I am home”.
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Australian Catholic Chinese Commumty Pledge Report
Summ ary for the 195 year — 1/7/2003-10/5/2009 — 5 4+ 1, &

T otal manber of contrititors™ 35 A Bb : 23
T otal amourt pledgedsT 48 30 18 : §7.830
Total amount recerved B W 5048 Zr 18 : 47.270.00
Surplus from previous vear = F B {1 X $19.387 48
CCOPC contribntion B S i 3 : 13000000
TOTAL INCOMES # : $156 657 48

ZO0ONFCREZOOAFAAGr—HAZAEAWE - RN - BN - BHELZREEZH

LEERESHINT, 486 737 -
Living allowances paid to Fr. Low, Fr. Chang, Fr. Lu, 5t. Chiw and St Chang for 11 months (Tuly 2008 to May 20097 were
$107 42673,

(CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTRE INCOME & EXPENDITURE REFORT
For the period 1 July 2008 to 31 March 2009 (Fmancial Y ear 2008/09)

EAXTHNEPL_FE\EEAE_EFNE=H ENELD RS

Income A $ Expense $

Books, Cards & Lrticles Sales EFTEH SHGL 1,074.55 bndin Visual Flec tronics 33 A 16,393 .65
Collec tions-Other Iass B3RS & 276115 Dionation Expensetg @i 36,500.00
Coller tions-Sunday Mass T BRSS! 49,723.50 Expense - Christnas Fete 2007ERSE & & H 1,253.53
Dionations-Ge neral 86 45000 Expense —Fr. Wb ses SerninarBE 1857 SR EE & 415315
Dionations-Christas SR E 360,00 Expense - Fr. Wong Seminar B85 SRR 1,354.54
Donations-Fr. Wosea SeninarE 85055 BEIGE 1,195.00 Expense — General Activity fi1.36
Donations-S1. Darddan 5 erainarf2{s e SR EHSHE, 33305 Expense -St. Darian SeminarFP e ig £ H 268,82
Dionations-Tithing {+—&H, 165,441 26 i s 2,580.63
Incore Christroas Fete 2007 BRSERSE & A, 2,476.03 Intemmet Expense THHEE H S60 68
Interest recetved $FITFIE 12,930.24 Liturgical Items fEffF db 5,261 61
Living Allowance 8571 2 4 75204 57,500.00

Motor Vebicles Expenses (SEFRRRSHE 10,201 52

Postage B0 59671

Printing & Stationery ENRIE 27 B FdL 2,242.41

Refreshment FRERE 4.00

Religinus Books & ArticlsR HIEEE R TN 450.00

Fepairs & Maintenance — Other 318 5 R 8 285.00

S pecial Fune tions 5 B EEHRE & 1,259.26

Spiritual Books & Iiate rials BiE F £ 5 Fdh 1,030.59

S tiperd 4 2,000.00

Telephone EEHE £34.10

2008/09 Total Income $iY A, $242,745.08 2008/09 Total Expenditure £ 1 $183,771.56
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Our catechumens, their sponsors, catechists and representatives of our community have participated in the Rite of Election held on 1/3/2009 at
St. Mary’s Cathedral. They have joined several hundred of catechumens and candidates from parishes all over Sydney to profess that they will

follow Christ in front of Cardinal Pell. They have also confirmed that they are well prepared for their baptism during Easter Vigil Mass.

H1 Cyprian Consiglio i ¥ = G FRIHISRAANT= £ = o Zn IS B gl o BR B 7 « 9 S BB R IZHRTRVER S [ - H i
R R

Liturgical Spirituality Talk by Fr Cyprian Consiglio was conducted on the evening of 25/3/2009 at Asiana Centre. Fr. Cyprian gave us some
guidelines on what kind of hymns and chants to select for different liturgies. The choir members and other participants have benefited much

from his experience.

P 46 0 = B9 B i =162 1] f 7 [T Kensington i Chevalier 5 |1 =Btk ful o (VR I fi & A1 p e @ 131
K = SIS
Fr. Placid Wong conducted the Lenten Retreat for the Chinese Catholic communities in Sydney on 28/3/2009. It was held at Chevalier Retreat

Centre in Kensington. Thanks to Fr. Placid Wong and Fr. Joseph Lu for celebrating the sacrament of Reconciliation for all the retreatants.
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On 11/4, 10 catechumens were baptised into the Church during the Easter Vigil Mass. On 12/4, 2 catechumens were baptised into the Church

during the Easter Day Mass. Please welcome these newly baptised.
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Annual Walkathon organised by UNSW branch of the Catholic Asian Students’ Society was held on 13/4. The weather was very good on that

morning. The participants managed to raise more than $13,000 for various projects.
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Talk by Fr. Francisco Lau to share with us his extensive experience in serving overseas Chinese Catholic communities. Fr Lau is celebrating
his 50™ year of priesthood, he had worked in Hong Kong, Edmonton Canada, Los Angeles and Melbourne. He is also involved with a project

to raise funds for building Kindergartens and clinics in mainland China.
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Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality has organised a Karaoke Fun Day on the afternoon of 3/5/2009. The purpose of this function is to give people a

chance to sing their favourite songs in a safe and non-commercial environment.
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