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ASEARCH FOR FAMILY

There may be no single term in use in our society that is more fluid in its definition, or more subject to new
understanding than the word FAMILY. A version of the family that is an ideal, defined primarily by having 2
parents in the home, may be something that has become rather idyllic for many people. We are free to uphold a
concept of the family that we believe to be valuable and worthy of being preserved. And at the same time, we
realize how life can take unhappy, unexpected, and uncontrollable turns that place any chance of sharing in an ideal
family setting far beyond our reach. In the face of death, divorce, abandonment, teen pregnancy, infidelity or
physical abuse, people need to be able to turn to the church for a healing word and a helping hand. What attitude
will the church show toward those families for whom any ideal image of family life is beyond their reach, often
through no fault of their own?

I met a 15 year old boy who told me that he would love to have enjoyed the support of a father. But his father
walked out on his family, his mother, his younger brother and him. Suddenly his brother and he become subject to a
term that never had been directed at them before: a broken home. However, he thank God for a mother who
believed that being from a broken home was not a hopeless condition if you make good use of the broken pieces.

Anne was divorced 2 years ago and staying with her daughter, Cathy, 9 years old. I asked Anne, “what do you want
from the church?” Anne responded: “I ask for support and acceptance. There is still this stigma attached to being a
single parent. | want the community to know that their role as mentors and spiritual guides for Cathy probably
means more to me than to some others. I want Cathy to be able to observe functional family units with 2 parents. I
want a loving, welcoming environment. You can’t have too many places like that!”

Maria works in a hospital. Her son Kevin is 8 years old and has anxiety attacks. He tried to hurt himself, even to
end his life. He has never met his father. Maria and Kevin are not catholic, but someone had suggested that Maria
check us out. I asked Maria what she wanted from the church that therapy could not provide. Here’s is Maria’s
response: “Kevin has very low self-esteem. He does not think his life matters. He is often alone. If he could help
someone else, he might see how his life matters and feel better about himself. You are the church. I thought he
might get involved in some of the things you do for other people.”

An article, “Family Centered Church: A New Parish Model”, by Gerald Foley, says that many Christians families
see the larger society as a threat to their cherished family values, and that they have a natural resistance to engaging
in social concerns which seem counter to the influences they want to form their children. Family values are realized
not only by spending more time with the family but also by participating as a family and with other families in the
transformation of the world. Families need the community to overcome the resistance to engaging in social
concerns. We need to be aware that family cannot realize its Christian potential apart from its relation to society as
a whole, and that outreach to the marginalize is as essential to our identity as Christian family as is worship.

As a parish, we want to reach beyond our own nuclear families to the neighbourhood, believing that a focus on the
neighbourhood and struggling families would enrich the quality of family life in our own community. We need to
focus on 3 questions. 1) What are the major issues facing families in the neighbourhood? 2) What are the best
responses we have seen? 3) Is there something we might do together to begin to address one of these issues facing
families in the neigbourhood?

I have been inspired by a lady with her positive attitude of courage. “When my son was 2 weeks old, his father left.
Having nowhere to turn, I began praying the prayer that has formed and guided us for 16 years now: “Lord, you
promised to be father to the fatherless, to bring about justice for those who have none to help them. You said that
though father and mother forget us, you will not forget. My son has no father to care for him. Will you be a father
like a scriptures say you will? I give you myself for my son and I ask you to show me how to be a mother to him —
and lead us to people who can be mentors and guides.” Soon after I began praying, I was offered a job and one
thing lead to another.

Paul reminds the Church at Corinth of God’s promise: “I will live with them and move among them ... and I will be
a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me” (2 Cor 6:16b-18). Cathy will be celebrating her birthday
soon. She wants a cake and some people to come to a party. Her Mom, Anne, will be there. I want to be there too.
We will need something to eat and lots of candles. It will be a family party with mothers and fathers and aunt and
uncles, brothers and sisters and cousins. Sound like the family we are searching for?
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Our School’s 30™ Anniversary Celebration

Our School celebrated its 30™ anniversary on 28" September, 2008 at
the Asiana Centre. About 300 past and present students, parents and
teachers commemorated this event with our Founder Fr Paschal Chang.
Joining in the festivities were our Chaplain Fr Martin Low, Assistant Chaplain Fr Lu, Australian Catholic Chinese
Community President Mr Joseph Chow and Asiana Centre Association President Mr Thomas Wong. All publically
congratulated and thanked all the teachers, past and present, as well as the two co-ordinators: Elizabeth Kao and
Rosaline Pun. All present enjoyed the activities and performances by students: singing, dancing, Chinese poetry
recitation, bingo, Chinese chess, playing musical instrument and other games. A slide show of high lights from the
past 30 years brought back all the joyful memories. Everyone enjoyed a delicious afternoon tea, bringing home lots
of fond memories and a special souvenir. Registration for 2009 can be done at any weekend at the school or ring
0419 983 128 or 0412 764 730.

N L B A ER R S
Australian Catholic Chinese Communlty Pledge Report
Summary for the 19" year — 1/7/2008-10/10/2008 — % - JL 4F

Total number of contributors §J i : 24
Total amount pledged l?’ Eid % H ! $6,830
Total amount received g1 lly = TH E g : $4,695.00
Surplus from previous year F e [iﬁj : $19,387.48
CCPC contribution *{" & 1 - i %{ : $46.500.00
TOTAL INCOME F"[ H : $70,582.48

S E LY MBI B Y B Y RIS RIS E EATA H 39,312 7 -
Living allowances paid to Fr. Low, Fr. Chang, Fr. Lu, Sr. Chiu and Sr Chang for 4 months (July to October) were $39,312.

= E P BB R RS AT e AR A A AR 6,830 R < dfE B0 Mr
& Mrs Ho Wing Chung, Mary Ng, Mr & Mrs Edward Siow, Mark Siow, Mr. & Mrs Tony Chan, Alice Ching, Mr & Mrs
George Chung, Lisa Yau, Teresa Lo & 15 others & &l 44 =+ i - We sincerely thank the above 24 families & individuals
who responded promptly to the 19™ year of the pledge. As at 10/10/08, we have received a pledged total of $6,830.
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CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTRE INCOME & EXPENDITURE REPORT
For the period 1 July 2007 to 30 Jun 2008 (Financial Year 2007/08)

RSB HHFCHEDREEA G ET ) IV

Income i&* $ Expense < !/} $

Baptism Certificate Lglﬁcm;“ 40 Audio Visual/Electronics 5" | [#[ 18

Baptism Offering Lglﬁt Eial 5_3; 207 Bank Account Fees &L= §'4H | 10

Books, Cards & Artlcles Sales £ # H\:TS‘? ?‘ﬁ#”i ,[{ 958 Bulletin *p a7+ 3,300

Collections-Other Mass E! ﬁ‘J éﬁfjj%—wﬁ]"ﬁ‘:z\’ 4,892 Expense — Fr Leung & Sr Cheng Seminar 5,522
Collections-Sunday Mass = ,E’r}ﬂ'” 48,060 PO EfsY gL

Donations-General ff{t 1,952 Expense — Fr Chang Seminar &1 < 4 <4 4 1,850

Donations-Christmas ZHFAF R 790 Expense Christmas Fete 2007 ﬁ?}ﬁ" R FT I 2,667

Donations-Special Appeal’-ﬁj H[JTH%’% 4,120 Giftig] & 4,278

Donations-Tithing [1— Z & 160,990 Internet Expense = ?Zn{ﬁﬁf 1 738

Donations-Fr Leung & Sr Cheng Seminar 6,786 Kitchen & Toilet Supphes “oraEr 1 pl Jfﬁ#, 173

e~ SIS kAR Liturgical Ttems & 5" | 996

Donations-Fr Chang Seminar §1i < 774 it 1,608 Living Allowance i < i ‘fi’ B e 93,000

Income Christmas Fete 2007 ZH ja%{ %ﬁlLI'T‘ 3,170 Motor Vehicles Expenses 11 {) 5 = 1514 47,077

Interest received #5477 F[] £l 20,213 Postage Z[iH'" 1,017

Special Function Income’ﬁj H[Hﬁéﬁﬂ'f“ 29,277 Printing & Stationery Hjﬂuk’rd} =y E'JFF[[!, 1,241

Refreshment 7% < 931

Repairs & Maintenance — Other & [l 7,578

Special Functions ‘Fi'] H[H FERE 32,147

Spiritual Books & Matenals E3 3? %”9 “JFFI[!, 736

Sponsorship &7 671

Stipend e 4,580

Telephone ”Flui;jfé'ﬁ 1,009

Traveling Allowance % 3|3 E‘ﬁ 2,010

2007/08 Total Income &> * $283,063 2007/08 Total Expenditure < M $211,549

Past News 1= iﬁﬁﬁ

Late in July, Fr. Josef Eugster conducted several foot reflexology training sessions for the Chinese Catholic communities in Sydney. A lot of our
community members attended these sessions and learned how to maintain their own health by massaging their own feet methodologically.

TE EP s U T O SRR S et 2 BT R - SR e e (R S B
Rl e e “'ﬁﬁk “VEIp Jlﬁﬁi °

On 3/8 and 10/8, two Environmental Protection and Conservation Talks were conducted by Ms Estella Lee of Auckland, New Zealand. The
topics are "What is environmental protection and conservation?" and "Environmental conservation starts at home" respectively. The talks were
well attended and well received by our community members.

ﬂ"mlﬁf’%ﬁaﬂ; PRt (S ) " A PR ﬁtﬂ‘ﬁg%“—i‘ P RTHIED ¢ PRI e o M TR
Ry (R R B R SRR

On 16/8, the Catholic Asian Students Society held their annual Angel Cup competition at UTS. After five rounds of competition, Macquarie
University won the day and came first this year.

REF TR E R )\ AN H R RS RRHOC R BT E R R om #OR Al b T . A0 1ol i B3R, 28T OB i AR B A
HE, RATLTEH

On 28/9, Catholic Asian Students Society celebrated their annual thanksgiving Mass at St. Michael’s Church, Enfield. The Mass was celebrated
by Bishop Brady and concelebrated by several priests. During the Mass, the officers of all branches of CASS received their commissioning by
Bishop Brady. The celebration was concluded with an annual dinner held at Burwood RSL Club.

REZ A g /EL ] — 1 )\ H R Enfield 1S S0AR R 205 BT IR A A% . 328 AR Brady BB R A, B SeIRAE.
%gi‘*@ﬁ]{qﬂ%&ady T PR A 5 T BRI 2 B EFRPIRIE A . FER R EHER MR A & 7L Burwood IR HE (LSS F AT I 4 J 8 AR AR AL
b dlio)ag

On 5/10, our community celebrated the feast of Saint Francis, the patron saint of our community. We were grateful to have Fr. Peter Collins, the
community leader of Blessed Sacrament Fathers in Sydney, to celebrate Mass for us. More than 200 people attended this Mass. The celebration
was concluded with a community dinner held at China Grand Seafood Restaurant, Chinatown.

[ 3878+ A E R e i O BE DL RS 1 AR B e S . TRAMR G e e S AU & R Peter Collins APAQ 29 T RRIE IS . B
VT SO 2 B RN R ) o R ORI A B T R 4 2R A A 2 BE LT B 1) P

On 6/10, the Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality organised a trip to the South Coast of New South Wales. Closed to 60 people took part in the one-
day trip by coach and by cars. Even though there were intermittent showers, the participants still enjoyed picnicking in the Booderee National
Park and then spent one and a half hours in an emu farm to learn about emu farming.

HRAR S AT N H B T8I g 7RI e 3N AL\ o0 T afe e e [+ Je RS FELTAE AN RIS B o SRR BT T 48 1 T 6
BANNT, AHE 20 AR RE A B 22 B Booderee B 5K 2 B N K117 48 K2 2 BI4E Tervis Bav [ Emu k35,
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Catholic Chinese Pastoral Centre 432 Sussex St, Haymarket, Sydney

RKEBEANEHL ERFEBTEH308
P.O. Box K569, Haymarket, NSW 2000 Tel: (02) 9212-6823 (02) 9799-2423

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
‘GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST AND PEACE TO HIS PEOPLE ON EARTH!’

Christmas commemorates the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is a time of great joy associated with peace and
goodwill. It is also a good time for us to reconcile with God, renew and consolidate our relationship with Him. Hence
amidst our celebrations, do spare some time to pray to God with our families.

| must thank all of you for supporting our community and especially those who devote a lot of time and efforts
to help running our community. | am sure our Heavenly Father will reward you all.

As is necessary and customary to make a Christmas appeal in order to help the financial situation of the
Pastoral Centre, | call again on your generous spirit. Without your practical help, the mission work will not be able to
be carried out and whatever your contribution may be, it will always be used to build up the Kingdom of God.

If you would like to make a donation, please complete the payment details below and return it together with
your cheque (please make cheques payable to [ Chinese Catholic Pastoral Centre] ) in the envelope provided,
and mail it to “P.O Box K569, Haymarket, NSW 1240” or “Asiana Centre, 38 Chandos Street, Ashfield, NSW 2131”.
If you would like to hand in your donation personally, please contact Mr. Thomas Wong or Fr. Martin in Asiana
Centre.

| wish you a holy and happy Christmas. May each of you and your families be filled with the grace and peace
of the Lord always.

Fr. Martin Low OFM & The Pastoral Centre Committee
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Christmas Appeal 2009~ 007« ZHECATHFIER
O Please tick v box if receipt is required ﬂ['ﬁﬂ'ﬂ%z ’ ﬁ% v TF‘[J °

MHA Name:

it Address:

R Amount: Thank You %{[‘%‘J"
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