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3/1/2020 6:30pm Mass to thank the great love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. All are Asiana Centre
(Fri) welcome.
5/1/2020 9:45am - Life and Faith Sharing — The topic will be SPJ classroom
(Sun) 10:45am 'Frances Yip special (3) Blessings in Disguise '. All are welcomed.
18/1/2020 9:00am - We are delighted to invite you to a “Theology of the Body” one day Asiana Centre
(Sat) 3:00pm course given by key note international speaker from Arizona, Katrina

Zeno. Theology of the Body by Pope John Paul 11, facilitates a
Trinitarian understanding of the human person and invites every
human person to flourish as a confident and beloved son or daughter of
God. This course is suitable for Sunday school's teachers, youth
leaders, young adults and parents in the community. Lunch (& light
morning tea and afternoon tea) provided. Registration essential, please
contact Simon Liu.
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Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Rachel Lo on 0410 342 890 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first floor of
St Peter Julian’s Church. The current topic is Enneagram. All are welcome to join us.

Do you have a Facebook account? Chinese Catholic Pastoral Community (CCPC) has re-launched CCPC Facebook
community group. Group members will have access to community news, faith sharing article and connecting to different
members. You can also post faith-related article to the group upon approval.

Here is the group link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/309539298626/

Please join us. Any questions, please contact Candy Lui 0437 695 744 or candymylui@gmail.com
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December 29™ 2019 — The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Joseph rose and took the child and
his mother by night and departed
for Egypt. He stayed there until
the death of Herod. (Mt 2:14)
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The Flight into Egypt 1395-99
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Pope: “Tonight God’s love is revealed”

The Christmas Night liturgy in St Peter’s Basilica began with the chanting of the Kalenda, the proclamation of
historic events leading up to Jesus’ birth. Immediately afterwards, the Pope unveiled the image of the Christ
Child at the foot of the altar.

The grace of God has appeared

In his homily during the Mass, Pope Francis focused on the theme of God’s grace: “bringing salvation to all”
and shining “on our world this night”.

The Pope described this grace as “divine love, the love that changes lives, renews history, liberates from evil,
fills hearts with peace and joy”. This love is revealed to us as Jesus, he explained: “In Jesus, the Most High
made Himself tiny, so that we might love Him”.

In a world where “everything seems to be about giving in order to get, God comes down freely. His love is non-
negotiable”, said the Pope.

The gift of grace at Christmas

“Christmas reminds us that God continues to love us all, even the worst of us”, continued Pope Francis, because
we are precious in His eyes. His love is unconditional; it does not depend on us. “How often do we think that
God is good if we are good and punishes us if we are bad”, said the Pope. “Yet that is not how He is... His love
does not change. It is not fickle; it is faithful. It is patient”.

”Grace is a synonym of beauty”, continued Pope Francis, and in the beauty of God’s love, “we also discover our
own beauty, for we are beloved of God”. In His eyes we are beautiful, “not for what we do but for what we are”.

Accepting the gift of grace

Pope Francis continued his reflections inviting us to “contemplate the Child and let ourselves be caught up in
His tender love”. At Christmas, the question is: “Do I allow myself to be loved by God? Do I abandon myself to
His love that comes to save me?”

Accepting this gift of grace means “being ready to give thanks in return”, continued Pope Francis. “Today is the
right day to draw near to the tabernacle, the creche, the manger, and to say thank you. Let us receive the gift that
is Jesus, in order then to become gift like Jesus. To become gift is to give meaning to life. And it is the best way
to change the world”.

The gift of our lives

Jesus did not change history with a flood of words, continued the Pope, “but by the gift of His life. He did not
wait until we were good before He loved us”. In the same way, we should not wait “for our neighbours to be
good before we do good to them, for the Church to be perfect before we love her, for others to respect us before
we serve them”. “Let us begin with ourselves”, said the Pope. “This is what it means freely to accept the gift of
grace”.

The greatest gift of all time

Pope Francis then related the legend of how, “at the birth of Jesus, the shepherds hurried to the stable with
different gifts”, but there was one who was very poor and had nothing to give. Seeing that shepherd,
embarrassed and with empty hands, Mary put the baby Jesus in his arms, continued the Pope.



