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22/12 (Sun) | 1-5pm CCPC Christmas party Asiana Centre
There will be cooking competition, Christmas Carol singing, games,
Christmas gifts. Lunch will be provided
Please come to celebrate Christmas with all the community members
and have some fun. Please register through your group leader or contact
Simon Liu 0411 377 618 or Candy Lui 0437 695 744
24/12 (Tue) | 7:30pm Carol Singing by FLY Asiana Centre
8pm Midnight Mass (Chinese/English)
25/12 1lam Christmas Day Mass SPJ
(Wed) *No Mass at Asiana Centre
29/12 9:30am Children Baptism; age 6 years old or under. Applications forms to be Asiana Centre
(Sun) obtained and lodged at reception area at SPJ or Asiana Centre. For
details, contact Mary Liu on 0412 261196 or Simon Liu on 411 377 618
3/1/2020 (Fri)| 6:30pm Mass to thank the great love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. All are Asiana Centre
welcome.
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Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Rachel Lo on 0410 342 890 for details.

Please note that there will be no Community Eucharistic Adoration session for the month of December.

Bush Fire Special Appeal

We have collected $3,873.25 after Sunday Mass at SPJ and Asiana Centre in the last two weeks. The total amount will
split into two and donate to NSW Rural Fire Service Trust Fund and St Vincent de Paul bushfire appeal. Thank you
everyone's generosity.
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CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL COMMUNITY
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December 22" 2019 — 4" Sunday of Advent (Year A)

7he angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream and said, “Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary your wife into your
home.” (Mt 1:20)
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Rembrandt, The Dream of St. Joseph, c. 1650-55
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2" reading B R BRiHLD Col 3:12-21

Gospel AGE 5§ AE S Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
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Merry Christmas to you alll
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Pope: ‘Life is reborn at Christmas’

Pope Francis invites Christians to make a crib in their homes as a preparation for Christmas,
noting that in a world in which weapons continue to be manufactured, the crib is “an artisanal
image of peace.”

“Christmas is a week away,” Pope Francis reminded those present for the weekly General

Audience, inviting them to ask themselves “how am I preparing to celebrate the birth of the
Lord?”

A simple, but effective way, he told them, is to make a crib.

This, he told them, is exactly what he did: “I went to Greccio, where Saint Francis set up the
first crib, with the people who lived there. And | wrote a letter recalling the significance of this
tradition.”

The crib: a living Gospel

The Pope went on to describe the crib as a kind of living Gospel that “brings the Gospel into the
places of our lives: our homes, schools, workplaces, community centers, hospitals and clinics,
prisons and squares.”

It reminds us, the Pope said, of how the Lord showed His love for us by being born as one of us.

To make a crib, he continued, “is to celebrate God’s closeness, and to rediscover that He is real,
concrete and alive,” and the baby Jesus with open arms tells us that God came to embrace us in
our humanity.

It is nice, the Pope said, to stand before the crib and share our daily, lives, hopes and concerns
with the Lord.

Then, he went on to speak of the other figures in the crib: Mary and St. Joseph who symbolise
the joys, worries and harmony of family life.

A domestic Gospel

“The crib is a domestic Gospel,” Pope Francis continued, and the image of the manger evokes
the meals we share as families and the centrality of Jesus, the living bread come down from
heaven, into our family life.

Caught up in the frenetic rhythms of today’s life, the Christmas crib, he said, also reminds us to
pause and contemplate what is truly important.

In a world in which weapons continue to be manufactured every day, and violent images
penetrate our sight and our hearts, Pope Francis said, “the crib is an artisanal image of peace,
that’s why it is a living Gospel.”

The Pope wrapped up his discourse inviting everyone to make a little crib in their homes “as a

reminder that God came to be with us, was born a man like us, and continues to accompany us
in our lives.”

“He doesn’t change things with magic, but if we welcome Him into our hearts everything can
change,” he said.

Making a crib, Pope Francis concluded, is like opening the door to our home and saying: “Jesus,
come in!”: “If Jesus dwells in our lives, life is reborn, and if life is reborn, it really is
Christmas!”



