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22/12 9:45am Life and Faith Sharing - The topic will be 'Frances Yip special (2) - Fate SPJ classroom
(Sun) and Faith'. Please come and Join us.
22/12 1-5pm CCPC Christmas party Asiana Centre
(Sun) There will be cooking competition, Christmas Carol singing, games,

Christmas gifts. Lunch will be provided

Please come to celebrate Christmas with all the community members and

have some fun. Please register through your group leader or contact Simon

Liu 0411 377 618 or Candy Lui 0437 695 744
24/12 8pm Midnight Mass (Chinese/English) Asiana Centre
(Tue)
25/12 1lam Christmas Day Mass SPJ
(Wed) *No Mass at Asiana Centre
29/12 9:30am Children Baptism; age 6 years old or under. Applications forms to be Asiana Centre
(Sun) obtained and lodged at reception area at SPJ or Asiana Centre. For details,

contact Mary Liu on 0412 261196 or Simon Liu on 411 377 618
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When John the Baptist heard in
prison of the works of the Christ,
he sent his disciples to Jesus with
this question, "Are you the one
who is to come?" (Mt 11:2)
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Giovanni di Paolo, John the Baptist in Prison,
Visited by Two Disciples, 1455/60 detail
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The Advent waiting Fr Jacob Wang

In the twinkling of an eye, we have already entered into the first few weeks of the new liturgical year and the
Advent season is about to end soon. Our lives are often filled with moments of waiting, we wait for good news,
wait for a good job, wait for our lives to be better; in the hospital we need to wait, even entering into the
shopping mall we may find ourselves waiting. In the liturgical year of the Church, Advent is also a special
season of waiting. We wait for the celebration of the birth of our Saviour, more importantly we are waiting for
His glorious return. But how shall we be waiting during this period?

In fact, more than two thousand years ago, the apostles and followers of Jesus and the believers had been waiting
for the second coming of Jesus. They waited until the apostles passed away but not one single person saw a trace
of the resurrected Lord. They were at the brink of losing their patience. The Jews at that time and the atheists
nowadays scorn with derision: you have all been deceived, why waste your time waiting, He will never come.
But Jesus truly said to His followers during His time on earth  “Amen, | say to you, this generation will not pass
away until all these things have taken place” (Mt 24: 34). This is the reason that while waiting, the apostles and
the disciples encouraged each other: do not lose heart, be alert and watchful because the Lord will come at any
time. The four Sundays of Advent carry a different them and each teaches us the attitude we shall have in the
season of waiting, especially in the waiting of the second coming of Christ.

The theme of the first Advent Sunday is: Be Watchful. In the Gospel reading, through quoting the Old
Testament story Jesus tells us to be watchful and be ready that we will not be caught off guard, because the Son
of Man will come at a time that none of us can expect. And more over each one of us will see Christ face to face
at the moment of our death.

The Gospel reading of the second Advent Sunday leads us to John the Baptist appearing in the wilderness
preaching: “Repent! For the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Mt 3: 1). This is exactly what the theme of the
second Advent week is about: Repentance. When the Messiah comes again it is also the time of God’ s
righteous judgement. John therefore urged his audience to repent and bear fruits that evidence their repentance.
They should not presume that they have nothing to fear because they are the descendants of Abraham. For the

one to come will clear His threshing floor with His winnowing fan and burn the chaff with unquenchable fire
(Mt 3: 8-12).

The themes of the third and fourth Advent Sundays are Joy and Hope respectively. We wait in joy and hope
because the coming of our Saviour will make “the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead risen and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them” (Mt 11: 5). He will also uphold justice for
the oppressed, give food to the hungry, set free the prisoners, watch over the strangers, help the orphans and the
widows, frustrate the way of the wicked (Ps 146: 7-9). During each Mass, after the Lord” s Prayer we will hear
the priest say “:--.. as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Saviour Jesus Christ.” How can we not be
filled with joy and hope when what is to come is the eternal blessing and the coming of our Saviour! This prayer
reminds us during Advent we wait with a joyful heart of hope for an amazing and magnificent event --- the birth
of our Saviour. The new born King communes with us and enters into our lives in a new way where one day He
will come again in glory.

In this Advent season, as the people of God and His living Church, let us look forward to celebrating the
realisation of God’ s love in joy and hope, that He sends His beloved Son into the world to save us. At the same

time, let us not forget to prepare ourselves with a watchful and penitent heart in waiting for His glorious second
coming.




