®] ¥4 7= #5/ Upcoming Events

T A KEA G B
CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL COMMUNITY

R gz Hk : Asiana Centre (37 7' ¥ . ), 38 Chandos Street, Ashfield NSW 2131
& =+ 0 it info@ccpe.net.au I B A e mk . www.ccpc.net.au Tel: 8005 1398, Fax: 8580 5135
i ix P 48/4 < Chaplains: Fr. Joseph Lu OFM # & 4 ¢ 7 3%: 0431 962 786
Fr. Jacob Wang 2 £ 4&#? < & 3%: 0488 042 077
Sr. Teresa Chiu % 3 : 0403 108 068
Sr. Agnes Chang = 3#%: 0422 877 681

e v - p 2019# 124 8p
December 8™ 2019 — 2nd Sunday of Advent (Year A)

2 % Sisters:

Then the wolf shall be a guest of
the lamb, and the leopard shall lie
down with the kid, with a little
child to guide them.

(Is 11:6)
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Edward Hicks, The Peaceable Kingdom,
1845-46, detail
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8/12 9:45am Life and Faith Sharing - The topic will be 'Frances specials (1)- Faith SPJ
(Sun) behind Fame'’ classroom
14/12 4pm Novena devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help and monthly prayer for Asiana Centre
(Sat) our deceased relatives and friends.
22/12 1-5pm CCPC Christmas party Asiana Centre
(Sun) We are holding a cooking competition! Please make/bring your signature
dish to enter into the cooking competition and share with the community.
There will be prize for the best Entree, the best main meal and the best
dessert. You may also win a prize if you name the dish with a theme related
to Christmas or our Catholic faith.
There will be Christmas Carol singing, games, Christmas gifts. Lunch
provided
Please come to celebrate Christmas with all the community members and
have some fun. Please register through your group leader or contact Simon
Liu 0411 377 618 or Candy Lui 0437 695 744
Anyone interested to participate in the cooking competition, please register
before 8th Dec.
24/12 8pm Christmas eve Vigil Mass (Chinese/English) Asiana Centre
(Tue)
25/12 1lam Christmas Day Mass St. Peter
(Wed) *No Mass at Asiana Centre Julian’s
Church
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Pope writes Apostolic Letter on the significance of the Christmas créche

(\Vatican news) Greccio is the mountain village where Saint Francis of Assisi created the first crib scene in 1223 to
commemorate the birth of Jesus. Pope Francis returned to the town on Sunday to deliver his Apostolic Letter entitled:
Admirabile signum.

The Latin title of the Letter refers to the enchanting image of the Christmas creche, one that never ceases to arouse
amazement and wonder, writes the Pope. “The depiction of Jesus birth is itself a simple and joyful proclamation of the
mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God” , he says. “The nativity scene is like a living Gospel rising up from the
pages of sacred Scripture” , continues Pope Francis. Contemplating the Christmas story is like setting out on a spiritual
journey, “drawn by the humility of the God who became man in order to encounter every man and woman.” So great is
His love for us, writes the Pope, “that He became one of us, so that we in turn might become one with Him.”

The Gospel origin of the creche

Pope Francis recalls the origin of the Christmas creche as related in the Gospels. “Coming into this world, the Son of God
was laid in the place where animals feed. Hay became the first bed of the One who would reveal Himself as  ‘the bread
come down from heaven’ .” The nativity scene “evokes a number of the mysteries of Jesus’ life and brings them
close to our own daily lives” , writes the Pope.

Saint Francis’ créche in Greccio

Pope Francis takes us back to the Italian town of Greccio, which Saint Francis visited in the year 1223. The caves he saw
there reminded him of the countryside of Bethlehem. On 25 December, friars and local people came together, bringing
flowers and torches, writes the Pope. “When Francis arrived, he found a manger full of hay, an ox and a donkey.” A

priest celebrated the Eucharist over the manger, “showing the bond between the Incarnation of the Son of God and the
Eucharist.” This is how our tradition began, continues Pope Francis, “with everyone gathered in joy around the cave,
with no distance between the original event and those sharing in its mystery.” With the simplicity of that sign, Saint
Francis carried out a great work of evangelization, he writes. His teaching continues today “to offer a simple yet authentic
means of portraying the beauty of our faith.” Pope Francis explains that the Christmas creche moves us so deeply
because it shows God' s tender love. From the time of its Franciscan origins, “the nativity scene has invited us to

‘feel’ and ‘touch’ the poverty that God’ s Son took upon Himself in the Incarnation” , writes the Pope. “It asks us
to meet Him and serve Him by showing mercy to those of our brothers and sisters in greatest need.”

The meaning of the créche elements

Pope Francis reflects on the meaning behind the elements that make up the nativity scene. He begins with the background
of “a starry sky wrapped in the darkness and silence of night.” We think of when we have experienced the darkness of
night, he says, yet even then, God does not abandon us. “His closeness brings light where there is darkness and shows the
way to those dwelling in the shadow of suffering.” The Pope then writes about the landscapes that often include ancient
ruins or buildings. He explains how these ruins are “the visible sign of fallen humanity, of everything that inevitably falls
into ruin, decays and disappoints.” This scenic setting tells us that Jesus has come “to heal and rebuild, to restore the
world and our lives to their original splendour.” Turning to the shepherds, Pope Francis writes that, “unlike so many
other people, busy about many things, the shepherds become the first to see the most essential thing of all: the gift of
salvation. It is the humble and the poor who greet the event of the Incarnation.” The shepherds respond to God “who
comes to meet us in the Infant Jesus by setting out to meet Him with love, gratitude and awe” , he adds. The presence of
the poor and the lowly, continues the Pope, is a reminder that “God became man for the sake of those who feel most in
need of His love and who ask Him to draw near to them.” From the manger, “Jesus proclaims, in a meek yet powerful
way, the need for sharing with the poor as the path to a more human and fraternal world in which no one is excluded or
marginalized.”

The Infant Jesus

But it is when we place the statue of the Infant Jesus in the manger, that the nativity scene comes alive, says Pope Francis.

“It seems impossible, yet it is true: in Jesus, God was a child, and in this way He wished to reveal the greatness of His
love: by smiling and opening His arms to all.” The creche allows us to see and touch this unique and unparalleled event
that changed the course of history, “but it also makes us reflect on how our life is part of God” s own life.”

The Christmas creche is part of the precious yet demanding process of passing on the faith, concludes Pope Francis.
“Beginning in childhood, and at every stage of our lives, it teaches us to contemplate Jesus, to experience God’ s love
for us, to feel and believe that God is with us and that we are with Him.”



