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23/11 10am-5pm | Advent Retreat Peter Canisius
(Sat) People of peace in a time of war - St Francis and the Sultan House
(Two men of faith, a Muslim and a Catholic, meet face-to-face in a time of 102 Mona Vale
conflict to make peace.) Road
Guest Speakers: Fr Harry Chan OFM Pymble

Prayer lead by: Sr Damian Lai

All registered participants, please arrive to the venue at 9:45am.
Those who required transportation, please be punctual and meet at the
designated pick up point.

(Lunch will be provided. Donation welcome.)

24/11 2:30pm Walk with Christ - The feast of Corpus Christi Meeting place:
(Sun) You will find the "Book of Life" at both Asiana Centre and SPJ. You are Corner of Pitt St
welcome to write prayers and petitions for yourself and for our community. | and Martin Place
This “Book of Life" will finally be presented on the Feast day of Corpus
Christi at St Mary's Cathedral. Please join thousands of other Catholics to
‘Walk With Christ’ in the annual Eucharistic Procession on the Feast of
Corpus Christ. Let your presence make a statement about the gift of the
Eucharist for the world.
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Adult Catechist Group is organizing Life and Faith Sharing every 2nd and 4th Sundays from 9:45-10:45 at SPJ classroom, a
short video clip will be shown at each meeting. All of you, believers and non-believers are welcome to join in. The topic for
next meeting on 10/11 will be “A Miraculous Cure”. See you there.

Do you have a Facebook account? Chinese Catholic Pastoral Community (CCPC) has re-launched CCPC Facebook
community group. Group members will have access to community news, faith sharing article and connecting to different
members. You can also post faith-related article to the group upon approval.

Here is the group link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/309539298626/

Please join us. Any questions, please contact Candy Lui 0437 695 744 or candymylui@gmail.com

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first floor of
St Peter Julian’s Church. The current topic is Enneagram. All are welcome to join us.
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“It is my choice to die at the
hands of men with the hope
God gives of being raised up
by him.” (2 Macc 7: 14)
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Pope: The Lord waits for everyone, good or bad

(\Vatican news) In Saint Luke’s Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of a man who wants to give a great feast. But his
guests offer various excuses and refuse his invitation. Instead, the man sends his servants to call the poor and the
lame to fill his house and enjoy his hospitality.

Commenting on this Gospel, Pope Francis said this story both summarizes the history of salvation and describes
the behavior of many Christians.

The feast is free of charge

"The dinner, the feast, represents Heaven, eternity with the Lord", explained the Pope. You never know whom
you might meet at a dinner; you meet new people; you also find people you may not want to see; but the
atmosphere of the feast is joy and lavishness. Because a true feast must be freely given, continued Pope Francis.
"Our God always invites us this way, He doesn’t make us pay an entrance fee. At real celebrations, you don't
pay to get in: the host pays, the one who invites you pays". But there are those who put their own interests first
before that freely-given invitation:

Faced with that lavishness, that universality of the feast, there is an attitude that blocks the heart: "I'm not going.
| prefer to be alone, with the people I like, closed up™. And this is sin; the sin of the people of Israel, the sin of all
of us. Closure. "No, this is more important to me than that. No, it’s mine”. Always mine.

Choosing the Lord over personal interest

This refusal, continued Pope Francis, is also a sign of contempt toward the one inviting us: It is like saying to the
Lord: "Don’t disturb me with your celebration". It is closing ourselves off "to what the Lord offers us: the joy of
encountering Him".

And we will be faced with this choice, this option, many times along the journey of life: either the lavishness of
the Lord, going to visit the Lord, encountering the Lord, or closing myself in on my own affairs, my own
interests. That is why the Lord, speaking of one way of being closed, said it is very hard for a rich person to
enter the kingdom of heaven. But there are good rich people, saints, who are not attached to wealth. But most of
them are attached to wealth, they are closed. And that's why they can't understand what celebration is. But they
have the security of things they can touch.

The Lord waits for everyone

The Lord's reaction to our refusal is firm: he wants all sorts of people called to the feast, brought there, even
forced to come, good people and bad. "Everyone is invited. Everyone. No one can say, 'l am bad, I can’t ...". No.
The Lord is waiting for you in a special way because you are bad." Pope Francis recalled the response of the
father to the prodigal son who returns home: the son starts a speech, but the father stops him and embraces him.
"That’s the way the Lord is”, said the Pope, “He is lavishness".

Turning to the First Reading where the Apostle Paul warns against hypocrisy, Pope Francis quoted Jesus’
response to the Jews who rejected Him because they believed themselves to be just: "I tell you that prostitutes
and tax collectors will enter the kingdom of heaven before you". The Lord loves those who are most
disregarded, said the Pope, but He calls us. Faced with our closure, however, He keeps His distance and
becomes angry, as we heard in the Gospel. Pope Francis concluded:

Let us think about this parable the Lord tells us today. How is our life going? What do | prefer? Do | always
accept the invitation of the Lord or close myself off in my interests, in my smallness? And let us ask the Lord for
the grace always to accept to go to His feast, which is free.



