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Candy Lui 0437 695 744 2 Angela Mui 0425 392 937

4/10 (Fri) 8pm St. Francis Feast Day - Thanksgiving mass Asiana Centre
Everyone are invited and welcomed to join the celebration.
*6:30pm Sacred Heart of Jesus mass will be cancelled on this

day.

Novena devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help and monthly Asiana Centre
prayer for our deceased relatives and friends. All are welcome.

12/10 (Sat) | 4pm

20/10 6:15pm Fr Joseph Lu's 20th Anniversary of Ordination The Eight Restaurant
(Sun) Dinner: Adult $50, Children (12 years of age and under) $20
Please contact

Candy Lui 0437 695 744 =\ Angela Mui 0425 392 937 for

dinner tickets.
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The next installation of Memorial Plaques for deceased relatives and friends in St Joseph’s Chapel of Asiana Centre
will be held on Saturday, 2" November, All Souls Day. Application must be received on or before 29th September.
Anyone who intends to apply for the installation of new plaques may contact: Anthony Iu 0433 780 103, 9797-8930
or Thomas Wong 0414 341 361, 9554-8535.

Do you have a Facebook account? Chinese Catholic Pastoral Community (CCPC) has re-launched CCPC Facebook
community group. Group members will have access to community news, faith sharing article and connecting to
different members. You can also post faith-related article to the group upon approval.

Here is the group link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/309539298626/

Please join us. Any questions, please contact Candy Lui 0437 695 744 or candymylui@gmail.com

Enrolment for 2019/20 Cantonese Catechumen class is now closed. New class will commence in February next year.
For details please contact Mr Chow 0403 589 375 / Mr Chan 0422 231 328 / Mrs Rachel Lo 0410 342 890.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. The current topic is Enneagram. All are welcome to join us.
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September 29" 2019 — 26™ Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)

Father Abraham, have pity on me.
Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his

finger in water and cool my tongue.
(Luke 16:24)
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James Tissot, The Rich Man Pleads with
Abraham, ca 1890
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(For Engllsh version, please join our CCPC Facebook group to view.)



St Francis and the Bird Fr Joseph Lu OFM

Our Community in Sydney, as members of the Universal Church, will duly observe the annual
Feast of St Francis of Assisi particularly through special connection with Franciscan Friars
more than half a century ago. It began in 1954 when two Franciscan priests, Rev. Fr. Paschal
Chang ofm and Rev. Fr. Leonard Hsu ofm were invited by Cardinal Gilroy of Sydney
Archdiocese to serve the then Asian students who were not many in Australia. The heritage of
Franciscan spirit has integrated as part of our identity through the blessing of these Franciscan
predecessors who had given us one of the best models to follow Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the
person of St. Francis of Assisi.

Recently in the Internet world, I noticed that a message was introduced in a picture through
WeChat by Fr. Han Qing Ping SVD in which he captured the moment of a dialogue between
the little bird and St. Francis. Before we go into the content of their dialogue, we should go
back first to the past records in the tradition of the Saint with special reference to his spirituality
with animals. One day _ when St. Francis was going to
preach in a church but it was completely empty. When
St. Francis was [ preparing to leave, a crowd of
birds flew in, chirping all around the pews. Then St.
Francis began to preach, he said: “My Sisters Birds, you
have been given so much by God that you should always,
at any time, and in any [Ei% place thank Him for gifts of
everything, such as flight % in the air, your all-weather-
proof feather garments, - and you do not have to work in
the field and yet He keeps you fed. He gives you
water in springs and ® rivers for your thirst, harbouring
you in the valleys, giving you high trees for nesting.
Though you do not know weaving and tailoring, He has
provided you with feather garments to you and your descendants. God loves you so much that
you are on the receiving end of His favours. So, you should give thanks and praise to your God
forever and ever. Then St. Francis dismissed the birds with pleasure. In this connection, St.
Francis was deemed to be the patron saint of the animal world apart from his personal interest
in relationship in fraternity with the human beings including the Sun, Moon, Wind and Fire,
Mountains and Rivers, even Death all became brothers and sisters to St. Francis.

After we understand the tradition concerning St. Francis, we would be in better position to go
further with the interpretation of Fr. Han’s dramatic scripts in different versions after some
minor amendments.

Script 1 : Francis: Hi! Who are you? Where do you come from? And where will you go?”
Little Bird: “Oh! Great philosopher! I am fortunate that I have found you! Francis replied,
“What did you say I am? You got mixed up. I am just an ordinary man.! The little Bird
maintained its points by hinting that the three questions are often raised by the Greek
philosophers as such are the three ultimate questionnaires. {Who are you? Where do you come
from? Where will you go after?} Francis thanked the Bird for the questions as he only raised
them casually. He also indicated that he should question himself with these problems. The Bird,
however, insisted that one should reflect the meaning of life, just by being in existence and not



living a real life. Francis thanked the Bird for its reminder and declared that the Bird was the
angel sent by God otherwise he would be let astray. He said from now on, I should take you as
my dear brother and together they thanked God in the prayer “Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed by Thy name; They kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Script 2: Bird to Francis — “Hello! Sir, are you coming from Assisi? Francis replied he was
and asked if he could offer some help if needed. The Bird said that he overheard gossips that
he was a mentally disturbed person, addressing everything and everyone with fraternal
relationship, starting from the Sun, the Moon, Flowers or Grass. How was that possible?
Francis replied that Holy Scriptures told us that everything was created by God or the Word.
For the ancient China, it was the TAO, in Greek the Logos. Modern science convinced us that
the material earth came into existence after an explosion some 138 billion years ago, and the
process of evolution continued until the present day. The Bird said further: How would you
explain that the world was created in six days and finally the human race? Francis replied that
the written account in the Holy Scriptures is not the full account of scientific documents nor it
is a historical record of developments. It is the Divine revelation of truth through human as a
deposit of Faith in the written Words in pocket-sized Holy Bible. The Mother Nature is our
Major Bible for which there were hundred and thousand believers who gave their lives to
witness their belief.! The Bird said to Francis, I begin to understand now because there are
many astrologists, including many scientific disciplines like chemistry, physics, found
evidence of Star Dust in our human bodies. Due to the Divine Presence of the Word, we are
the spiritual Star Dust! Francis said: “You are not far from the kingdom of God.

Script 3: The Bird “Brother Francis, are you well? Francis: What should I say, I have been
here for almost 800 years. It is a very happy and quiet place here. But these few years, there
were voices calling me to return to the world. The Bird enquired what sort of voice started
calling. Francis replied I would begin in the year of 2013 on the evening of 17th March during
vespers session, I received a call from St. Clare that a Cardinal has chosen my name to be the
new Pope, which was unprecedented, and the new Pope was a Jesuit, also an Argentinian, and
not from our Motherland in Italy. The Bird indicated that there was no need to get excited. But
St. Francis has some reservation that some group of busybodies would be prepared to rig up
fallacy from his biography in order to present him as a madman almost at risk to be burned at
stake. Some would lobby that Francis was trying to establish contact with Moslem sultans or
neglecting his official duties for association with the lepers. All in all, my way of life would be
ruined. The Bird indicated these activities are prevailing in the high society and the
conservative quarters towards the current Pope. St. Francis responded that these claims were
similar to those 800 years ago when he was on the roads of a Crusade. The voice suggested
that I should return to the world on one hand to help the Pope and on the other to remind the
world to abstain from temptation being mixed up with self-interest and worldly ideologies.
People should live under the teachings of the Word, in services to others, in pastoral and
evangelical activities, particularly in different racial/cultural groups, maintaining dialogue to
avoid conflicts between racial/religious sects. Refrain from action of exploitation of natural
resources for purpose of financial benefits at the expense of mother nature. The Bird agreed
entirely with pleasure and suggested to Francis that he would go to Rome next month in order
to attend the World Synod of Bishops on 5th day, October. He could attend the service of
creating 12 new Cardinals and to address the new Synod next day, explaining your ideas for
our future so that the Church would adopt new ideas for renewal and progress. Francis indicated



that he would certainly go, but as addressing the Synod, unless it would be found absolutely
necessary. The Bird said that he understood the idea of Francis from the 800 years ago. Francis
replied that mountains and rivers might change, but personality was another matter. See you in
Rome in October!

For reason of space I only chose three episodes from the five listed on the WeChat for reflection
by our Community under the patronage of St. Francis. Who we are? Where do we come from?
And where we go? We can find our answers in Francis’ prayers and his dialogue with the Bird.
As an heir from a rich family, Francis was not deterred by his fortune in search for the answers
to the three questions. The dialogue between St. Francis and the little Bird unfolds the voice
and shortfall of the modern times — the electronic technology, communications, the speed of
5G installation, foods and beverages, all the consumer products etc. all show new changes,
however, in culture, ethics and faith are in the reverse gears. Effluence in lives inflates our
pride and temper and lack of cooling periods will correspondingly reduce the chances for
dialogue. Whilst individualism in life can achieve satisfaction, communal groups and the nation
break-up might pose up the danger of falling behind. And so with the brain/body interchange
encounters problem.

Human being belongs to the same root. Whilst we identify ourselves as vine branches and Jesus
the vine tree and joined together we can produce fresh sweet grapes. We all belong to the same
fold under our shepherd Jesus Christ. The current Pope has chosen the name of Francis — His
intention is obvious — with the name of Francis, the Holy Father has the intention to call on this
generation to pay attention. We shall not be preoccupied with the speed 5SG in communication
but sure to consider our body and mind (or soul) would be left out in the dark corner.
Communication between body and soul would be more difficult.

Through the stigmata of St. Francis, we can see many biblical figures, like the passion of Jesus.
For the poor, He became poor and you can see the shadow of St. Paul and 40 days in the
wildness would help to recall the figure of John the Baptist. In the story of dove and wolf, we
can recall the image of Noah and Daniel. So all in all, we can see the shadows Jesus Christ
together with all His saints from St. Francis. It must be pointed out that it is not Francis who
imitated these holy figures, it is a fact when Francis actualized the biblical spirit that he reflects
the thousand faces of Jesus Christ. Francis is the best specimen from God given to us to follow
His footsteps. Please look at the picture of the little Bird engaged in dialogue with St. Francis.
Its questions: Who are you? Where do you come from? And where will you go? How St.
Francis would exercise his influence over your family, our Community and our Church in the
Australia society which is getting agitated and restless?

St Francis, pray for us!
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