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13/9 (Fri) &pm Temple of the Holy Spirit (THS) prayer group warmly invites you to | Asiana Centre
join us in celebrating our 23rd Anniversary. We will start off with a
short Praise and Worship followed by Mass that will be celebrated by
Fr Joseph Lu and Fr Jacob Wang. Light refreshments will also be
served in the hall after. We hope you can join us for an evening of
praise and thanksgiving.
14/9 (Sat) | 4pm Novena devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help and monthly prayer | Asiana Centre
for our deceased relatives and friends.
28/9 (Sat) | 2pm-4pm Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration. Asiana Centre
4/10 (Fri) 8pm St. Francis Feast Day - Thanksgiving mass Asiana Centre
Everyone are invited and welcomed to join the celebration
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Enrolment for 2019/20 Cantonese Catechumen class is now closed. New class will commence in February next year. For details
please contact Mr Chow 0403 589 375 / Mr Chan 0422 231 328 / Mrs Rachel Lo 0410 342 890.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please encourage
your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first floor of St
Peter Julian’s Church. The current topic is Enneagram. All are welcome to join us.

A HEA LR B
CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL COMMUNITY

Ry kit Asiana Centre (7 7' # ), 38 Chandos Street, Ashfield NSW 2131
@ + 2R . info@cepe.net.au 7 T 4 4 4t . www.ccpe.net.au Tel: 8005 1398, Fax: 8580 5135
4 ix 7 48/4 < Chaplains: Fr. Joseph Lu OFM § § 4 ¢ 7 3%: 0431 962 786
Fr. Jacob Wang 1 £ 454! < 7 35 0488 042 077
i3 % Sisters: Sr. Teresa Chiu 7 3Z£: 0403 108 068
Sr. Agnes Chang % #%: 0422 877 681

¥FEHPH-L=-1p2019&£9% 8¢
September 8™ 2019 — 23" Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)

I, Paul, an old man, and now also
a prisoner for Christ Jesus, urge
you on behalf of my child
Onesimus. (Philemon 1:9-10)
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The Jonah’s Moment By Fr. Jacob Wong

“The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time” (Jonah 3:1).

Many words and deeds of the Prophets were recorded in the Scriptures and we are all very familiar with the Four
Major Prophets. Apart from these Four Major Prophets, we have twelve minor Prophets. Each Prophet played a
significant part with great meaning for each period of the Salvation History and in the history of Israel. Everyone
seems to have preference of these Prophets and I have no exception. Personally, I am inclined to Prophet Jonah to be
my favourite, because I think his action to God’s calling is more seemly to ours, or in other words we maybe say that

he was more like a down-to-earth person.

The Book of Jonah told us that he was “forced” to go to Nineveh to proclaim the message of repentance otherwise the
people there would be punished by God. However, Jonah felt that the people of Nineveh deserved the impending
punishment, but instead of going to that city, he took a ship went the opposite direction. No one could escape from
God’s Presence and whilst Jonah was on his sea journey, he encountered a storm and the ship was in a condition of
sinking. Whilst the crew was battling against the waves, they had come to the conclusion that someone on the ship
had offended God. They cast lot amongst themselves, but the lot fell on Jonah. The Prophet then admitted that he did
not obey the Lord to go to Nineveh. He stood by allowing the sailors to throw him down the sea. God did not let
Jonah go like that. He provided a big fish to swallow up Jonah in the belly of the fish for three days and nights and
finally the fish spewed Jonah out upon the dry land.

Once on ground not far from Nineveh, God again conveyed his message to him to go to Nineveh to proclaim the
message of repentance. Just like Jonah, every one of us is called by God to carry His Will — to propagate the Gospel
of the Lord to our neighbours, to help and serve the poor and sick and for those in need. In response to the call of our
duties, we have unavoidably acted like Jonah to escape from such call. This mode of response in action might be
suitably termed as the “Jonah’s Moment”. But God will never give up for our part of no-response. Though unwilling
to follow His call, we still admitted our defaults. The crucial problem is not we disobey the Will of God but do we
have any repentance. The question for us to consider now is: When we are called, do we have any repentance or there
is willingness to fulfil His Will?

Jonah finally went to Nineveh. Speaking from the point of intention, Jonah was not willing to go to Nineveh.
Assuming that the people in Nineveh did not repent, then Jonah’s journey would be in vain. If the people in Nineveh
were to repent, then after forty days, God would not send calamity to the city. If that happened, then the prophecy of
Jonah would appear in vain! That would be very embarrassing! As a matter of fact, Jonah harboured such
dissatisfaction. (Please read Chap. 4 of Book of Jonah).

In our lives, we will have experienced many “Jonah’s Moment”. But God will never abandon us, and as a matter fact,
repeatedly call on us, giving us opportunities to fill His Will. If we are determined to refuse repentance, could we
maintain our view that God did give me no chance for change? (Recommended reading: The Book of Jonah. Less
than three times the length of this article)
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