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31/8 (Sat) | 2pmto 4pm | Community \monthly Eucharistic Adoration. Asiana Centre
8pmto FLY Praise and Worship Night Asiana Centre
9:30pm Come and join our Youth group for a night of praise, worship, and

Eucharistic Adoration. All are welcome!
For more information, please contact Jen 0408 180 833.

6/9 (Fri) 6:30pm Mass to thank the great love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. All are Asiana Centre
welcome.

7/9 (Sat) 1lam Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality will be organising a walk - Mort Bay | Balmain Ferry
Park, Birchgrove. Wharf

All are welcome. Please bring your own lunch, water bottle, hat,
sunglasses, sun screen and jacket. Please wear comfortable walking
shoes. To register or enquiry, please contact George Wong 0407 525
618 or Helen Wong 0416 565 076.
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Temple of the Holy Spirit (THS) prayer group warmly invites you to a prayer meeting on Friday 30 August
2019 at Asiana Centre from 7.30 to 10 pm. Bring the children and family for a powerful Spirit-filled
evening of Praise & Worship, Teaching and Pray over and experience the works of the Spirit. Guest speaker
is Mrs Imsoon Kim. Talks in English with Mandarin translation. For more details contact Stanley 0410
300126 or visit www.thsonline.org.

Enrolment for 2019/20 Cantonese Catechumen class is now closed. New class will commence in February
next year. For details please contact Mr Chow 0403 589 375 / Mr Chan 0422 231 328 / Mrs Rachel Lo
0410 342 890.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person. Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on
0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. The current topic is Enneagram. All are welcome to join us.
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August 25" 2019 — 21% Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)

Strive to enter through the narrow
gate, for many, | tell you, will
attempt to enter but will not be
strong enough.

(Luke 13:24)
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William Holman Hunt, The Importunate (£ 4375 13:24)
Neighbour, 1895, detail
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Pope: Feast of the Assumption: Mary is the “Gate of Heaven”

(Vatican News) Pope Francis invites us to “look upwards” because, thanks to Mary’s assumption
into Heaven: “the sky is open” and we need no longer be afraid

In St Luke’s Gospel on this Solemnity of the Assumption, the Evangelist records the words of
Our Lady as she prays: "My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour™.
Before reciting the Angelus, Pope Francis reflected on the two verbs in that prayer: to rejoice
and to magnify.

To rejoice

“We rejoice when something so beautiful happens that it is not enough to rejoice inside, in the
soul, but we want to express happiness with the whole body”, said the Pope. “Mary rejoices
because of God... she teaches us to rejoice in God, because He does "great things".

To magnify

“To magnify means to exalt a reality for its greatness, for its beauty”, continued Pope Francis.
“Mary proclaims the greatness of the Lord... she shows us that if we want our life to be happy,
God must be placed first, because He alone is great”. The Pope warned of getting lost in the
pettiness of life, chasing after things of little importance: “prejudices, grudges, rivalries, envy,
and superfluous material goods”. Mary, on the other hand, invites us to “look upward at the
‘great things’ the Lord has accomplished in her”.

The Gate to Heaven

“Mary, who is a human creature, one of us, reaches eternity in body and soul”, said Pope Francis.

This is why we invoke her as the “Gate of Heaven”. “There she awaits us, just as a mother waits
for her children to come home”. The Pope said we are like pilgrims on our way home to Heaven.
Seeing that “in paradise, together with Christ, the New Adam, there is also her, Mary, the new
Eve, gives us comfort and hope in our pilgrimage down here”.

The sky is open

For those who are afflicted with doubts and sadness, “and live with their eyes turned
downwards”, the Feast of the Assumption is a call to “look upwards” and see “the sky is open”,
continued Pope Francis. It is no longer distant, and we need no longer be afraid: “because on the
threshold of Heaven there is a Mother waiting for us”. Mary constantly reminds us that we are
precious in the eyes of God, and that we are made for the great joys of Heaven. “Every time we
take the Rosary in our hands and pray to her”, he said, “we take a step forward towards our life’s
great goal”.

The greatness of Heaven

“Let us be attracted by true beauty”, said the Pope, “let us not be drawn in by the petty things in
life, but let us choose the greatness of Heaven”. Pope Francis concluded by praying that the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Gate of Heaven, may help us daily to fix our gaze with confidence and joy
“on the place where our true home lies”.
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