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21/4 1:30pm to Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality will be showing the movie “St. St Peter
(Sun) 3:30pm Peter”. Main soundtrack is in English with Chinese subtitles. Julian’s
Everyone is welcome. Church ( the
back hall)
22/4 9:30am 2019 Walkathon organised by UNSW CASS. The fund raised by Starts from St
(Mon) this charity event will benefit Asiana Centre ACEP Building Fund, | Mary's
The Cardoner Project and a Charity Caritas Australia. Cathedral
Please contact the leader of any CCPC group or Anthony lu of
Asiana Centre Association 0433 780 103 / 9797-9830.
27/4 10am to Are you living for Christ (Phil 1:21)? Temple of the Holy Spirit Asiana Centre
(Sat) 12:30pm (THS) prayer group invites you to a family-oriented prayer meeting.
The program includes Praise & Worship, Teaching, Praying over
and Anointing. English with Mandarin translation. Lunch will be
provided. Bring the children and family along for a powerful day of
praise. For more details contact Stanley 0410 300126 or visit
www.thsonline.org for registration.
2714 (Sat) 2pmto 4pm | Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration. Asiana Centre
# 4 News
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New Cantonese Catechumen class has commenced on 10 February 2019 and is still accepting enrolment. Please
invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also encouraged to join
in to renew their faith. Please contact Mr Chow 0403 589 375/ Mr Chan 0422 231 328 / Mrs Rachel Lo 0410 342

890 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person - Please

encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol

details.

> Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. All are welcome to join us.
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CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL COMMUNITY
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Fr. Jacob Wang I £ A&#¢ X & 5. 0488 042 077
Sr. Teresa Chiu 7 f;f.i' 0403 108 068
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April 2152019 Easter Sunday

If, then, we have died with
Christ, we believe that we shall
also live with him. (Roman 6:8)
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(%52 6:8)
The Resurrection, Mattias Grunewald, ca.
1512-16
3 p 3 & Next Sunday Readings:
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Notre Dame is burning Fr Jacob Wong

First of all, may | wish all of you a Happy Easter! May the Risen Christ bring you more Joy and Grace!

During the Holy Week, you must have heard and seen reports through different media regarding the fire in Notre
Dame, being the cathedral of Archdiocese of Paris. Why such fire accident could capture world-wide attention?
Obviously, it is not the reason that this Cathedral was built for more than 850 years along the Seine but for the
ideal it represents, accurately described by the President Macron as the heart of France. The Chancellor of
Germany, Angela Merkel also indicated that Notre Dame is not only a symbol of France but also the mark of
civilization of Europe. Simultaneously, it attracted attention and concern from His Holiness the Pope, leaders
from different countries and common folks from all the lands. For many people Notre Dame is an ancient icon
of over 850 years with the deposit of the Crown of Thorns. “The Hunchback of Notre Dame” by Victor Hugo
also added wide interest in the legend about Notre Dame. Though some people might not have visited Paris
Notre Dame, they were shocked by this event. My previous Canon Laws professor indicated his views through
twitter: “The loss of a church I have never seen in a country I have never visited has struck me more deeply than
words can say.” I shared his feeling as I had the opportunity to visit this shrine to pray.

Tuesday in this Holy Week, | was preparing to celebrate 7a.m. mass. A friend of mine from Paris sent me a
message that Notre Dame is Burning. I had no opportunity to stop for thinking, only retorted “What???”” And the
reply came again — Yes, it is still burning. | felt like what | had experienced in 2013 when | received a message
from a friend from Peking who was without any religious affiliation when he said that “the Pope has resigned
from Papacy!” I instantly replied that: “It is impossible!” Of course there is no comparison in degree of
psychological shock between the messages — the Notre Dame is Burning and Pope Benedict XVI is resigning!
However, when | saw Notre Dame is on fire on the media, | suffered the pain which | could not express!

After this disaster, many responses in reflections or comments on the internet world and I wish to share my
views over this incident.

The Scriptures say: “Vanity of vanities, say the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.”(Ecclesiastes 1:2) All
things on this earth will appear to be lost sometimes in the future, and it is the question of time. Some things can
be lost forever! Something can be lost temporarily and something may be lost but can be restored. There are
many cases like these for which I can quote many precedents and so | would not comment further. When the fire
at Notre Dame was not yet completely put out, President Macron declared that through assistance from
international community, France would rebuild the Cathedral which is the symbol of the Soul of Paris. Perhaps
in twenty years, Notre Dame would be restored with a new face, standing by the side of Seine.

At the conclusion of Lenten period, we are still immersed in the joy of the Resurrection of Christ. This is our
hope. When Jesus went up the Calvary with His Crown of Thorns which was preserved and venerated at Notre
Dame (which was rescued by the Chaplain of Fire Department of Paris during the fire). What was lost was not
final conclusion as there was a great hidden hope of recovery. Just as the apostles had witnessed they lost Jesus
at the Calvary, and in three days, the whole human race could enjoy their salvation.

The fire might have destroyed over two third of the roof and tower of this basilica, those who care for their loss
would be restored later. Jesus was crucified on Good Friday, His resurrection gave us guarantee of salvation.
Perhaps we should consider burning something in our lives, such as our sins and bad practice for which they
should be destroyed by fire. Hope we would burn out our impediments and await the coming of Christ.

Paris Notre Dame was partly burned out, but HOPE remains.



