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6/3 8:00pm Ash Wednesday Mass Asiana Centre
(Wed) (Fasting for those between 18 and 59 and Abstinence for those 14 or older.)
9/3 4:00pm Novena devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help and monthly prayer for our Asiana Centre
(Sat) deceased relatives and friends
16/3 9:30am Sacred Heart of Jesus Group will be organising a walk from Rose Bay to Nielsen Park. The easy
(Sat) Hermitage Foreshore track offers up stunning view of Sydney’s harbour, islands and icons.
Meeting points: Circular Quay Wharf #2 at 9:30am, Rose Bay Wharf at 10:15am. All are
welcome.
Please bring drinking water, sunscreen, sunglasses, hat and packed lunch. Please contact George
Wong on 0407 525 618 or Helen Wong on 0416 565 076 for details and registration.
CCPC Lent Retreat
30/3 10am to 5pm Topic: Is it you? Asiana Centre
(Sat) Details: Faith Sharing on the Movie "Silence"
Speaker: Fr Joseph Lu OFM
To register or enquiry, please contact Simon Liu 0411 377 618 or
Candy Lui 0437 695 744 candymylui@gmail.com
(Please bring your own lunch)
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The next installation of memorial plaques for deceased relatives and friends in St Joseph's Chapel, Asiana Centre will be held on Saturday, 6th
of April after the Eucharist for Ching Ming Festival at 4 pm. Please apply before 4th of March. Contact Anthony lu 0433 780 103 / 9797-8930
or Thomas Wong 0414 341 361 / 9554-8535.

Emails: a_iu@hotmail.com or thomas_y wong@yahoo.com.au.

New Cantonese Catechumen class has commenced on 10 February 2019 and is still accepting enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends
and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mr Chow 0403 589
375/ Mr Chan 0422 231 328 / Mrs Rachel Lo 0410 342 890 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person - Please encourage your non-
believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first floor of St Peter Julian’s
Church. All are welcome to join us.
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March 32019 8th Sunday of Ordinary Time (Year C)

“Can a blind person guide a blind

person? Will not both fall into a pit?”
(Luke 6:39)

Pieter Bruegel the Elder
Parable of the Blind, detail, 1568
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You are not my burden but my motivation! Sr Teresa Chiu

I recently came across a touching article in a Chinese magazine and would like to take this opportunity to share
with you all.

The story is about a woman, Carmen who failed in her first marriage. After the divorce she no longer believed in
love and made up her mind to spend the rest of her years by herself. One day she met a guy Eric at a bowling
centre, they got along really well but Carmen did not want to rush into another relationship so easily. She made a
decision to go to Australia to study first and see how things would unfold. They both agreed if they could
maintain the relationship after three years then they would get married.

However good things never come easy. During a holiday trip Carmen was badly hurt in a car accident and
became paralysed in her lower body. She did not want to become a burden to Eric and wanted to end their
relationship. But Eric did not leave Carmen, instead he held her hands throughout the road of recovery. He often
spent time with her by pushing her in the wheelchair and was determined to spend the rest of his life with her.
Eric once told Carmen with a sincere heart, “Perhaps in the eyes of the others you are a burden, but you are my
engine and my motivation!”

Love is such an extraordinary thing. Look at the story of Carmen, she is beautiful and talented, knows how to
dance, play the flute and the piano. But life does not always turn out the way we want. At the age of 30, her
marriage hit the rock. She strived to walk through the lowest point of her life and wanted to start over. In 2000,
she met Eric in a bowling competition. You could say that it was love at first sight for Eric and somehow he
always knew how to make her happy. But having been hurt in the previous relationship, Carmen had reservation
in her new love. She wanted to be prudent and decided to use three years to assess the new relationship.
Thankfully, Eric is not only faithful but accepting her completely, including her disability. He proved his word
with his action, travelling to Australia once every few months and accompanied Carmen on her road to recovery.
Eric has asked himself deep down is it pity or love that he has towards Carmen. In the end he can truly say that
he used to love her optimism and cheerfulness, but now he loves her tenacity and liveliness even more!

At first, Carmen’s parents had their doubts towards Eric as they worried their daughter might get hurt again. But
after a year, they saw Eric’s sincerity and so gave them their blessing to tie the knot in 2006 during Easter.
Throughout the years, the couple travelled to many places overseas, with Eric pushing Carmen in her wheelchair,
they visited places like America, Canada, Europe, Japan etc. Carmen would often say with a sweet and pleasant
heart: thanks to Eric for bringing me happiness! The kind of love between husband and wife, the simpler the
better!

As a religious living a life of celibacy, | truly believe there is sincere and genuine love. | have come across
numerous role model couples in the community, they place God in the centre of their relationship and treat each
other as their God gifted spouse to walk on the faith journey. | will never forget years ago what | heard from a
CASS couple, the girl solemnly said to the guy, “If you do not strive to love God more me then I will not
consider marrying you!” It is a pity that I did not manage to find out what his reply was. It must have been more
than ten or even twenty years by now, | know that they are still a loving family, the husband, wife and children

love each other dearly. Isn’t this the fruit of communion between husband and wife?

May all couples grow hand in hand in the love of God! The affectionate love between husband and wife is the
nurturing ground for blessed and happy children. May all families advance towards this goal!



