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Sunday School classes and children liturgy will commence on 17th February. Enrolment is now opened Giotto, The Wedding Feast At Cana Detail,
for new student. 1304-1306
Location at St Peter Julian's church - Classes are provided for children aged 3years old to YEAR 5 students. T 3 P 3% %5: NextSunday Readings:
Location at Asiana Centre- Classes are provided for children aged 5 to 12 years old

st reading # - 7 A+ Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10
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ioirgc;:(l)lrsnmumty member is interested to join the children catechist group to facilitate the classes please Gospel o B4 AR Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21
Beatrice Hai (Ashfield)- 0481 571 188 or Susanna Chui (SPJ) - 0405 331 611 or
Catherine Chan - 0408 889 898 or Erpail - ccpesundayschool@live.com.au . ‘ WRPER C B Y T E 6:00 ¢ o (R
New antgnese Catechumen clas_s will commence on 10 February 2019 and is now accepting enrolment. REpp 5 FO30L P s (£3F); % 11:00 Fia s ik f R E (L F)
Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also %9 p % b 11:30 St. Dominic’s Church, Flemington (#13%)
encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mr Chow 0403 589 375 / Mr Chan 0422 231 328/ - - "u o ﬁ i T 400 Tl g ’ & F
Mrs Rachel Lo 0410 342 890 for details. P S SN o
Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in A ﬁpj PRGRE i L ) 6:30 (£ 3F) 0 8t 8.00 (English) L i @
person ° Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on ik 5‘3 B E 0 55— BEDH TE 2:00-4:00 P
0401 058 199 for details. BieFE: A A BAEYS TE 230330 0w
Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on AR S R R R A CREINE 02 S E S - T
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. All are welcome to join us.
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Pope: address God as a child would his father

Elaborating on the concept of “Father” , Pope Francis assured the faithful that the Lord “will not hide his face
from us” nor “will he close himself in silence” because, as our Father, He never looses sight of us and loves
us unconditionally even when we think we are unworthy.

The Pope explained that there is also something maternal in the love of the Father, who accompanies and nurtures
the development of our new life in Christ as his adoptive sons and daughters. God, he said, is not only a father:
he is like a mother who never ceases to love her children or to want to be part of their lives. His love for us, he
said, lasts forever, and generates an “an infinite circuit of love” . Thus when we pray we must do so with the
trust of a child in his father.

The word "Father"

Pope Francis pointed out that even those who feel they have sinned, or taken the wrong path have a father who
loves them. It is to the Father we must always turn, and He will always answer: “Never forget to say “Father” !

Pope Francis explained that even the earliest Christians, guided by the Holy Spirit, and prayed using the Aramaic
word for “Father” - Abba - that Jesus himself had used. The New Testament prayer, he continued, seems to
want to "get to the essential” , to the point of concentrating precisely on the word: "Abba, Father": “at the
beginning of the Lord’ s Prayer, we hear an echo of the voice of Jesus himself” who teaches the Disciples that
to pray is to share in his own intimate and trusting relationship with the Father.

In fact, after having known Jesus and listened to his preaching, the Pope said Christians no longer considered God
as a tyrant to be feared, they were no longer afraid of him, but felt at ease in calling the Creator “Father”

A child's relationship with his father

Pope Francis also reflected on how it is not only a question of using a symbol, the figure of the father “to be
linked to the mystery of God” , but of having "Jesus’ world decanted into one's own heart". Saying "Abba," he
explained, is something much more “intimate, more moving” than simply calling God “Father”

And he invited the faithful to pray to the Father with the heart of a child: “a child who is completely wrapped in
the embrace of a father who feels infinite tenderness for him or for her”

Words that come to life

The Pope continued his reflection speaking about how the Lord’ s prayer takes on “meaning and colour” if
we learn to pray after reading the passage of the merciful father, as told by Luke in the parable of the prodigal son.

The prodigal son, he explained was embraced by the father “who had waited a long time” , “who did not
remember the offensive words” addressed to him, but who made it quite clear “how much he had missed him”

God, the Father he said, knows no hatred, no revenge, no anger, he knows only love.

The Pope said that in that parable, the father expresses his love in a ‘maternal’  way, “like a mother who
apologizes to her children, who covers up for them, who wants to be part of their lives” even when the child has
distanced her or himself from her.

Even in the most difficult times in our lives, Pope Francis concluded, may we never be afraid to turn in trust and
confidence to the Father, praying in the words that Jesus taught us: “Abba” , “Our Father”



