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23/12 3pm The Sacred Heart of Jesus Group will be conducting a Wanaka
(Sun) Peach Picking Trip. We will meet and start picking at Orchard,
3pm in the Wanaka Orchard, Oakdale. All are welcome. Oakdale

Please contact Helen Wong on 0416 565 076 or Marie
Chiu on 0409 653 185 for details and reservation.

24/12 8:00pm English Mass Asiana Centre
(Mon)
25/12 Midnight Midnight Mass (Chinese) Asiana Centre
(Tue)
25/12 11:00am Christmas Day Mass St. Peter Julian’s
(Tue) *No Mass at Asiana Centre Church
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December 23™ 2018 Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year C)

When Elizabeth heard Mary's
greeting, the infant leaped in her
womb, and Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit.
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Domenico Ghirlandaio, The Visitation, 1491
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New Cantonese Catechumen class will commence in February 2019 and is now accepting enrolment. Please invite
your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also encouraged to join in to
renew their faith. Please contact Mr Fred Chan on 0422 231 328 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person - Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. All are welcome to join us.

Please note that there will be no Community Eucharistic Adoration session for the month of December.
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Pope: Christmas, the surprises that God likes

(Vatican News) Pope Francis’ catechesis on Christmas was focused on the idea of
“surprises.” While the world insists on exchanging presents, the Holy Father asked,
“what gifts and surprises would God want?”

Looking back at the first Christmas, the Pope said it was “full of surprises,” for
Mary, for Joseph. From the Angel’s announcement of Mary’s pregnancy, to the
Flight into Egypt, that first Christmas “brought unexpected changes” to their lives.

“But it was in the middle of the night of Christmas,” Pope Francis said, “that the

biggest surprise of all arrived: The Most High is a little baby.” Christmas, he said,
means celebrating the “unprecedented things of God,” or rather, “the unprecedented
God.”

The Pope said that “doing Christmas” means “welcoming on earth the surprises of
heaven.” It means helping the needy, as Jesus came down to help us in our neediness;
trusting in God, as Mary did, even if we don’t understand his plans; rising up, as
Joseph did, to accomplish God’s will, even if it means changing our own plans.

If, on the other hand, we prefer the usual, mondane celebrations, we risk doing
Christmas wrong. “If Christmas remains [only] a beautiful traditional feast,” where
the focus is on ourselves rather than Jesus, “it will be a lost opportunity,” the Pope
said. “Please, don’t make Christmas worldly!”

And so, he explained, it will really be Christmas “if, like Joseph, we make room for
silence; if, like Mary, we say ‘Here | am’ to God; if, like Jesus, we are close to those
who are alone; if, like the shepherds, we go out of our enclosures to be with Jesus.”

“Dear brothers and sisters,” Pope Francis said in conclusion, “have a good
Christmas, rich in the surprises of Jesus!”

For unto us a child is born.

We wish you a Joyful and Holy Christmas!
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