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23/12 3pm The Sacred Heart of Jesus Group will be conducting a Peach Wanaka
(Sun) Picking Trip. We will meet and start picking at 3pm in the Orchard,
Wanaka Orchard, Oakdale. All are welcome. Please contact Helen | Oakdale
Wong on 0416 565 076 or Marie Chiu on 0409 653 185 for
details and reservation.
24/12 8:00pm English Mass Asiana Centre
(Mon)
25/12 Midnight Midnight Mass (Chinese) Asiana Centre
(Tue)
25/12 11:00am Christmas Day Mass St. Peter
(Tue) Julian’s Church
*No Mass at Asiana Centre
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New Cantonese Catechumen class will commence in February 2019 and is now accepting enrolment. Please invite
your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also encouraged to join in to
renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Rachel Lo on 0410 342 890 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person o Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. All are welcome to join us.

Please note that there will be no Community Eucharistic Adoration session for the month of December.

CCPC new committee has been elected as follow:

President: Simon Liu Vice President: Candy Lui Secretary: Angela Mui

Treasurer: Vacant Executive Co-ordinator: Beatrice Hai, vacant

Please pray for their leadership, may the Lord continues to bless them and guide them to serve the community.
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December 16" 2018 Third Sunday of Advent (Year C)
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One mightier than I is coming.
I am not worthy to loosen the
thongs of his sandals.

(Lk 3:16)

Vincent van Gogh, 1888, Shoes
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“Happy birthday Jesus » my Lord” !
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The Enlightening Advent Candles Fr. Joseph Lu OFM

During the times of Advent, we will see attractive decorations of Advent Candles of varying sizes in four numbers.
In this Hi-tech period of our times, candles still play an important role in our lives, not only for illumination
purpose, but also with different meaning as well. Famous lines from a Tang Poem says: (Poet: LI Shangyin) under
“No title”) --- “Silkworm’s thread, like men’s longing thought end, Only when death comes; Candles shed tears
like men till they burn to their bottoms.” This is a symbolic expression of selfless dedication for others. Of course,
a candle-lit dinner has romantic atmosphere. In a dark cold hut, the lighting of a candle will convey a sense of
warmth and safety. In our Mass offering, we always have a few lit candles to convey our veneration and prayers,
expressing our joy and love in anticipation that our offerings will be pleasing to God. Easter Candle is a very
special symbol, resembling the Light of Christ given to enlighten our world with hope. But the Advent Candles
represent the Light of Christ, bringing Light and Hope to this world. Advent Candles however small, when set in
different places, will convey a different message. What are the meanings of these Advent Candles?

The lighting of these four pieces of Advent Candle is made for the approaching great joy for reason that The Word
was made flesh, so that we can listen and see the Word in Jesus Christ who will join us in our journey. For purpose
of this short journey, there is a theme for our attention. The first Candle reminds us to be awake, meaning that that
we should not only open our eyes, but also our heart. For example, as the Bible tells us that we should be prepared
at all times. As we do not know the time the Lord comes. So we can reflect wether this preparation has any
significant meaning for yourself. When the 2nd Advent Candle is lit, the theme concentrates on repentance. In
Chinese, the word Repentance is formulated from a composite word in two characters, one with “sorry” and the
next “correct”. Repentance only is insufficient without the follow-up action of determination to correct our fault.
As the Bible says in this week: “Prepare the Way of the Lord. Make straight His path.” Our faith demands us to
be a visible witness. We have to strive hard for the growth the Christian Life in us.

The third Advent Candle is slightly different. It is pink in colour, and tradition calls this Sunday-The Joyful Sunday.
The concept of Joy and Sorrow is directly opposite which can be understood as satisfaction in body and spirit to
be our greatest joy particularly when our sorrow and worry all disappear — to be in a state of great joy. For the
Bible informs us, for our joy — it comes from the process of transmission of Joy for the simple reason that sharing
our Joy will maximise our Joy. This should the mode of our living condition, meaning the Christian way of living.
The ultimate theme for the fourth Candle indicates that our preparation now comes to an end. That is the target of
conversion. The word “conversion” in Chinese also carries a second meaning of “returning and submission” to
Our Lord, implying that one has to return from an incorrect direction and decided to make a right choice of living.
On this Sunday, the Bible informs us the appearance of our Holy Mother, Mary. This is the sign that Mary
representing us to enter into our Lord. The length of our Joy is not only given to us, and duration of our Joy is not
only given to us, but also indicates the result of our choice. After all, conversion is not the final result, but also the
beginning of our steps towards Joy!

In our reflection on the meaning of the Advent Candles, we will realise that the four Advent Candles are not
important, except in a symbolic sense. For the expression of our Faith and liturgical needs, we need some symbols
to deepen our feeling. For instance, during the Year of Family, we realise the importance of symbols to reinforce
our liturgical needs, not only lighting the candles alone, but also in our words particularly at times of happy
occasions such as birthdays, wedding anniversary. On such occasions, we would set up special preparations for
presentation of our joy in greeting, embracing, kind words, candles, etc. Symbolical speaking, the four Advent
Candles will conduct us into stages of Awake, Repentance, Joy and Conversion so that we could deepen our
relationship of Jesus Christ. In a sense, Advent is Presence. During this period of time, it is of paramount
importance for the Words to be Presence, and we should be Present in the Words. The lighted Candle is also a
symbol of your Presence. Let us try our best to keep the Candle Light sparkling, and learn to bring this Candle
Light to drip into our lives. I wish you all A Merry Christmas, and we are waiting to greet our Lord with: Happy
Birthday Jesus, My Lord!”



