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23/12 3pm The Sacred Heart of Jesus Group will be conducting a Wanaka
(Sun) Peach Picking Trip. We will meet and start picking at 3pm | Orchard,
in the Wanaka Orchard, Oakdale. All are welcome. Please Oakdale
contact Helen Wong on 0416 565 076 or Marie Chiu on
0409 653 185 for details and reservation.
24/12 8:00pm English Mass Asiana Centre
(Mon)
25/12 Midnight Midnight Mass (Chinese) Asiana Centre
(Tue)
25/12 11:00am Christmas Day Mass St. Peter
(Tue) Julian’s
*No Mass at Asiana Centre Church
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New Cantonese Catechumen class will commence in February 2019 and is now accepting enrolment. Please
invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also encouraged
to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Rachel Lo on 0410 342 890 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person ° Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on
0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. All are welcome to join us.

Please note that there will be no Community Eucharistic Adoration session for the month of December.
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December 9™ 2018 Second Sunday of Advent (Year C)

John went throughout the
whole region of the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness

of sins. (Lk 3:3)

El Greco, St. John the Baptist
circa 1600- 1605
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Pope: During Advent, ask Jesus to teach us to pray

(Vatican News) Atthe Wednesday General audience, Pope Francis began a new cycle
of catechesis, which will focus on the Lord’s prayer.

The Gospels have given us a very vivid portrait of Jesus as a man of prayer,” the Pope
said in the introductory catechetical instruction. Despite the importance of His
mission, and the demands placed on Him by the people, Jesus often felt the need “to
withdraw into solitude and pray.” This was evident from the very beginning of His
mission, after the initial success of his ministry in Galilee.

“In some places in the Scriptures,” Pope Francis continued, “it seems that it is Jesus’
prayer above all, His intimacy with the Father, that governs everything.” This is
particularly evident during the agony in the garden, before the Crucifixion.

The Holy Father said that, although Jesus prayed like other people do, there was also
a profound mystery about His prayer to His Father. That is why His disciples asked
Him, “Lord, teach us to pray.” Jesus does not want to keep His intimacy with His
Father to Himself, but “came precisely in order to introduce us into this relationship
with the Father.”

We too must make our own the prayer of the disciples: “Lord, teach us to pray.” “Even
if we have been praying for many years,” Pope Francis said, “we always have
something to learn.” Recalling the parable of the publican and the Pharisee, the Holy
Father said the first step in prayer is to humble ourselves before God.

Pope Francis concluded his first reflection on the prayer of Jesus with the advice to
repeat often, during Advent, the prayer of the disciples: “Master, teach us to pray.” If
we do this, he said, then God will certainly not let our prayer go unanswered.
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