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New Cantonese Catechumen class will commence in February 2019 and is now accepting enrolment. Please invite
your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also encouraged to join in to
renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Rachel Lo on 0410 342 890 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person o Please

encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. All are welcome to join us.
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November 25" 2018 Feast of Christ the King

Jesus answered, “You say I
am a king. For this I was born
and for this I came into the
world, to testify to the truth.”

(Jn 18:37)
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Month of the Souls in Purgatory Sr Teresa Chiu

In our Catholic faith, we believe that in between heaven and hell there is an intermediary state - the Purgatory,
where souls are purified before entering into heaven. God is most holy but we as His created beings often live a
life of imperfectness and full of blemish. That is why before we enter into eternity in union with God who is all
good and all perfect, the souls must go through a purification process, the Purgatory. Simply speaking, Purgatory
is the state where the souls of the departed have not reached perfection in their love of God and love of people,
so they are not yet ready to be in union with the all good and all perfect God.

What is so special about Purgatory is that:

1. The salvation of the soul is assured, it is a matter of time that the soul will enter into heaven and be in union
with God, to be in His eternal love forever.

2.The souls in Purgatory are helpless, they need the saints in heaven and the faithfuls on earth to offer Masses,
penance, intercession, charitable and corporal works of mercy for them.

Our God is a God who truly loves mankind, not only has He created us, He also sends His son Jesus to offer His
life on the cross to redeem us from our sins. His love does not stop there: even though we lived a life short of
perfection in love and virtues, He does not give up on us. He has a place of purification --- the Purgatory, to let
the departed souls receive the help they need from the heavenly saints and the faithfuls on earth, as they offer
Masses and the merits in good works and the Stations of the Cross for the souls.

Is the teaching on Purgatory true? It is true because it is based on the Bible! In 2 Maccabees 12 it is mentioned
that there was a battle in which many Jews died, when Judas and his companions went to gather up the bodies,
they found under the tunic of each of the deceased amulets dedicated to the idols. Together they prayed to God
that the sinful deed of the deceased may be completely forgiven. Further a collection of two thousand silver
drachmas was taken and sent to Jerusalem to provide for a sin offering (v 40-43).

Our protestant brothers do not talk about purgatory. Their teaching is that the souls of the departed believers will
restin God' s presence awaiting the final judgement and the resurrection. Also they do not have the tradition of
canonisation of the saints. Our Catholic faith believes in the communion of saints and that the souls in the
Purgatory, while in the process of purification are no longer able to do penance for their own sins, but have to
rely on the prayers and supplications of their loved ones on earth. Among those the most effective way is to offer
Masses on their behalf, since the merits being offered are from Christ Himself and hence carry exceeding and
surpassing value!

The Catholic view of the Church is made up of three parts (1) in heaven the Church triumphant (2) on earth the
Church militant (3) in purgatory the Church suffering. All three are in communion and belong to the same
mystical body of Christ. The nourishment and blood circulation flow through to each part of the same body.
These nourishments are: the grace of God, merits of charitable works and the loving relationship between one
another.

The connectivity and flow of such nourishment is expressed most insightfully in the booklet “The Amazing
Secret of the Souls in Purgatory” . I remembered during the time when I was with the CASS students across the
four universities, one day a female student from UNSW handed me the booklet. I started reading it immediately.
I found the content very meaningful and almost finished reading it in one go. Right afterwards I had this impulse
to raise fund for printing and distributing copies to other people. Truly there are many people in the church
willing to donate for the sake of good books! Within a short period of time I was able to hand out copies to the
students and the faithfuls in our community who can read Chinese. Given that the content of the book is not
lengthy and really interesting, a lot of people began to ask me for a copy. I reprinted the booklets many times
and distributed it to other Chinese Catholic communities in Sydney. Later on an English version was also printed
and copies given out to the students in the four universities.

The booklet tells us the true story of the souls in the Purgatory, it is highly recommended and worth reading.



