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2/11 8pm November is a special time to pray for the dead. All are invited to celebrate | Asiana Centre
(Fri) Mass of All Souls followed by the installation of memorial plaques of the

deceased.

Please note there will be no Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass at 6:30pm on this

day.
4/11 12:30pmto | Sacred Heart of Jesus Group and the Immaculate Heart of Mary Group co- | Asiana Centre
(Sun) spm organise a Movie Appreciation afternoon. The title of the movie is “Saint

Augustine” Main soundtrack English with Chinese subtitle. Lunch will be
provided before the movie showing. All are welcome. RSVP Marie Chiu
0409 653 185 or Celeste Law 0410 316 369 on or before November 1.
(To support environmental protection, please try your best to bring
along your own reusable cups, plates and cutlery for the lunch.)

10/11 10:30am Mass for deceased at Sacred Heart Chapel, Rookwood Hawthorne
(Sat) Cemetery, followed by blessing of graves at Chinese Catholic Lawn and Ave.,
prayers for the deceased. All are welcome. Rookwood
NSW 2141
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CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL COMMUNITY
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October 28™ 2018 30™ Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)

The blind man replied,
“Master, | want to see.” Jesus
told him, ““Go your way; your
faith has saved you” (Mk

10:51-52)
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Healing the Blind Man (1_2: 10:51-52)
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Please beware of pedestrians when driving in and out of Asiana Centre. Strictly observe the STOP sign on leaving the
Centre to avoid any accident. Thank you for your cooperation.

3 p 3 2. Next Sunday Readings:

* reading 3 e vob Deut 6:2-6
" reading 3 ";;: F bk Heb 7:23-28
Gospel AGF 5 & BART Mk 12:28-34

New Cantonese Catechumen class will commence in February 2019 and is now accepting enrolment. Please invite
your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also encouraged to join in to
renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Rachel Lo on 0410 342 890 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person - Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. All are welcome to join us.
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The sainthood of both mother and son — Saint Monica and Saint Augustine

Sr Teresa Chiu

On the first Sunday of November (4 Nov), the Sacred Heart of Jesus sodality and the Immaculate Heart of Mary
sodality are jointly organising a movie viewing session about the life story of Saint Augustine. We cannot talk
about Saint Augustine without mentioning his mother Saint Monica. Without the plea of the mother, the prodigal
son Augustine will not return. I am sure many of us have heard about their story but perhaps not many have an
in-depth understanding on the relationship between the mother and the son. The tears and prayers of the mother
play a decisive role of the prodigal son’s return. Let me take this opportunity to give a brief introduction of the
two great Saints, to help us better understand the theme of the movie in the November viewing.

Saint Augustine was born on 13 November 354 A.D. in North Africa. His father Patricius was a pagan, he had a
violent temper but in the end was converted by his wife Saint Monica and baptised into Christianity before his
death. Saint Augustine had a younger brother and sister.

Augustine was a talented youth, however he fell for the sect of Manichaeism and lived an indulgent life, only
when he reached his middle age that he abandoned his wayward life. He shared his conversion journey in the
famous writing, the ‘Confessions’. In this masterpiece, he shared that God in His boundless mercy shed His light
upon sinners and led them to repentance. At the age of seventeen his heart was in full pursuit of fame and
fortune and expressed no interest in the writings of the Church at all. This led him to the path of Manichaeism
and fell prey to its beliefs. But all-knowing and all-powerful God saw through his heart. As Augustine wrote in
the Confessions, “I sighed for my soul to be liberated, but it was bound not by another's chain but by my iron
will! Lord have mercy! | had come to know the truth but refused to accept it! Lord have mercy and take pity on
me and save a great sinner like me!

Augustine found himself at a crossroad, on one hand he longed to live a virtuous life, on the other hand he
lacked the courage to turn from his old way. Thankfully with the support and encouragement from the God
ordained friendship, he finally truly repented and started his life over. The decisive moment came when he was
walking alone under a tree, there he shouted “Lord! How much longer shall I wait? Would you still be
aggravated with me? Remember not my past sins! I will not wait for another day, tomorrow after tomorrow, how
many tomorrow’s can there be? Why can’t it be today?”

His friend Alipius happened to be nearby and Augustine took from him the book he was holding. It was the letter
of St Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, “let us conduct ourselves properly as in the day, not in orgies and
drunkenness ....., but put on the Lord Jesus Christ.....” From that moment on he resolved to change and live a
new life. Together with his friend Alipius, they went to tell the good news to Augustine’s mother Monica.
Monica was overjoyed and praised God saying, “the work of God is much better than what we could imagine!”

The conversion of Augustine happened in 386 A.D. when he was 32 years old. He moved to a village near Milan
and lived there for a period of time, where his mother Monica, his brother Navigius and his friend Alipius stayed
with him. Augustine would spend time praying and studying Christianity. He took on strict penance with pious
prayers and restraint from fleshly desires, to prepare his heart and lived a life as a new creature in Christ.

He often prayed to the Lord, “Lord, | have loved you too late! Too late! Now I can hear your loud cry and | have
tasted your goodness! Lord | hunger and thirst for you forever more!” May we all be like Augustine to have a
heart that hungers and thirsts for God forever and ever. Amen!



