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25/8 2pm - 4pm Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration. Please open | Asiana Centre
(Sat) the invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join

and pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
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New Cantonese Catechumen class will commence in February 2019 and is now accepting enrolment.
Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also
encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Rachel Lo on 0410 342 890 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person ° Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol < Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang
on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church - We are using the work book and video of “Unlocking the
Mystery of the Bible” to lead us to read the Bible around a common thread. All are welcome to join us.
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August 19" 2018 20" Sunday of Ordinary Time (Year B)

Whoever eats my flesh and
drinks my blood has eternal

life, and I will raise him on the
last day. (Jn 6:54)

Matthias Stom, Supper at Emmaus ca. 1633 - 1639

T 3 p 3 . Next Sunday Readings:

1% reading B FERPE G Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b
2™ reading 3 5= Je hoird Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32
Gospel A& FEAEg Jn 6:60-69
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The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Sr Teresa Chiu

Every year on 15th August our Catholic Church celebrates the Feast Day of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. It is also a holy day of obligation, meaning all baptised adults should attend Mass on that day. Unlike the
Christmas day, even when 25th December does not fall on a Sunday it will still be a public holiday, for Catholics
to fulfil the holy day of obligation on Christmas day it will not be a problem. However the Feast Day of the
Assumption is different, for the working class, to express their piety to our Blessed Mother, they will have to either
wake up earlier and attend Mass in the morning or go after work. For those who live in the city, it may be a bit
more convenient as they can go to churches in the CBD which also have Masses during the lunch hours.

In the Catholic Church, with the exception of Jesus, the Blessed Mother, John the Baptist and a few other Saints,
the Church celebrates the date of their death rather than their birth. The reason behind celebrating the Assumption
of the Blessed Mother carries a special meaning:

* God chose Mary to become the mother of Jesus, who is true God and true man. Since Jesus is God, it follows
that the Blessed Mother is also the Mother of God.

* The Preface in the 1970 Roman Missal expressed the ecclesiastical and apocalyptic meaning of the Assumption
of the Blessed Mother: ““ For today the Virgin Mother of God was assumed into heaven as the beginning and image
of your Church’s coming to perfection and a sign of sure hope and comfort to your pilgrim people.” The
Assumption reveals the perfect fulfilment of the Paschal mystery upon mankind. God bestowed upon the Mother
of His Son the heavenly glory in assuming her body and soul. May we all place heaven as our goal that we will
one day be in eternal glory together with our Blessed Mother.

The significance of the Assumption of Blessed Mary:

Does the Assumption have any relation to us? Of course it does! The Assumption signifies the fulfilment of
Redemption upon the Blessed Virgin Mary. She has entered into a new heaven and a new earth. Although as a
mere human person, the Blessed Virgin Mary accepted God’s mission in the salvation history. Through her faith
she completed her mission and cooperated with God in perfect harmony, and God made her humanity comes to
fullness and perfection. We know that the Blessed Mother is not a deity but rather a Christian who received the
fullness of Redemption. She is now with the assembly in heaven and in communion with all the Saints. The Church
encourages us to ask for intercession from the heavenly Saints, in particular from our Blessed Mother.

The revelation at the Feast Day of Assumption is clear: in spite of mankind forsaking God, the truth of Redemption
through the Incarnation of Christ will never fail, because at the very least, there is one among mankind who has
fully accepted the gift of salvation, the fruit of salvation has been perfectly fulfilled upon the Blessed Virgin Mary.
She is the exemplary realization of the Church in the reception of this grace of salvation, echoing the scripture,
“the gates of Hades will not overcome it” (Mt 16: 18).

On 1 November 1950 Pope Pius XII proclaimed in the Apostolic Constitution of “Munificentissimus Deus” the
dogma of the Assumption: “the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of
her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.”

To answer the doubts of some newer believers, we can distinguish the difference between the Ascension of Jesus
and the Assumption of the Blessed Mother as follows: Jesus ascended into heaven through His divine power and
authority, He is seated at the throne at the right hand of the Father, whereas the Blessed Mother was assumed into
heaven through the power and authority of God’s beloved Son, her body and soul are now in the eternal glory of
God’s kingdom.

The Assumption of the Blessed Mother in body and soul is the perfect fulfilment of salvation. As Pope John Paul
IT once said, “By the mystery of the Assumption into heaven there were definitively accomplished in Mary all the
effects of the one mediation of Christ the Redeemer of the world and Risen Lord.... In the mystery of the
Assumption is expressed the faith of the Church, according to which Mary is ‘united by a close and indissoluble
bond’ to Christ.” (Encyclical Letter Redemptoris Mater)



