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30/6 2pm - 4pm Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration. Please open | Asiana Centre Frw ;’@E‘ (v &) 2018 67 24 ¢
(Sat) the invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join June 24" 2018 Nat|V|ty of St John the Baptist (Year B)
and pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
6/7 6:30pm Mass to thank the great love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. | Asiana Centre
(Fri) All are welcome.
i % News But his mother said in

reply, “No. He will be
called John.””(Lk 1:60)
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New Cantonese Catechumen class will commence in February 2019 and is now accepting enrolment. i ‘F’/‘i ° (i?z’ 7r 7 H
Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also - S A
encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Rachel Lo on 0410 342 890 for details. * A
Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in From St. John the Baptist Church
person - Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang in Savage, MN.
on 0401 058 199 for details. Photo courtesy of Father Michael VVanSloun
Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church - We are using the work book and video of “Unlocking the : - -
Mystery of the Bible” to lead us to read the Bible around a common thread. All are welcome to join us. ™3 p 34 Next Sunday Readings:
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Titbits from Lay Spirituality
John Li
Our Community is a Community of Faith, under the care of the Franciscan Priests as appointed by the
Archdiocese of Sydney for the Chinese Catholics. Our new wing in Asiana Centre is named after the
Blessed Fr. Gabriele Maria Allegra and the Building is marked in Latin with Pax et Bonum, following the
Franciscan tradition as part of the sanctification programme for the Laity. Benefitted by the Franciscan spirit,
the Lay Spirituality of this Community can be marked by this ideal in the alphabet with “P”.

The Franciscan spirituality in the past eight hundred years maintains the spirit of PAX — the spirit of
PEACE, developed from the practice of POVERTY, in a life of PRAYER and to witness in PRAISE, with
the practice of PENANCE and PERSEVERENCE before a person can reach PERFECTION. Without the
spirit of POVERTY, human nature will fall into the trap of POSSESSION, once with PSSESSION, a soul
will pursue PLEASURE and finally for POWER. The Franciscan spirit of POVERTY is the essence of
PEACE. In our human relationship, PARDON is essential for our inner PEACE. This 10-P formula is
essential for our Community.

It has become a practice for a country to be rated in GNP (Gross National Product) in terms of its affluence
or national economic power. The formula is:

Y=C+ 1 +G-(X=-M)z&

GNP = C + | +G - (X-M)
C # % Consumption (;} %)
| # % Investment (4% F)
G % Government (Fz B %
X #& 4 Export (41 )
M & & Import (> v )t o i r v Ap iR et v 2 g

GNP = % Gross National Product (& #4 & %, &

As can be seen that the economic condition of a country can be measured by the aforesaid formula. In
similar manner, the level of spirituality of a lay person can be measured in the same way but of course with
different components. As the method will be identical, some explanation on the choice of components will
be explained in the followings:
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GNP = God’s New People (= 2 #7F 4)
C = Conversion (f#:z) & Tz it | (Cleansing) 2. {¢ =1 (Contemplation) W%ELJ
| = Hlumination (3£ BB) & 12 % = Fr e T P g5 | (The illuminative Way) % — F g T g
(Cleansing or Purified Way), already
Included in the first stage (Conversron) The Thrrd Stage is " & ¥
The Unitive Way & 35 t rmv:J ml‘ B [ I
G =.Grace (T %) =cHA = 4 TR e f’, e, A I
X =XPi § % & Afent % (The Peace of Christ)
M = Mammon (Aramaic K 3%, R4 F,» ¥ A& 2 FE

Stress is laid by the formula that on the unification with Jesus Christ, it is of paramount importance to
remove the obstacle of wealth or money. In Christian language, it is “Poverty”. In words, they can be said:
“As the New People of God, they will go through the process of Conversion, before they can reach the
Illuminative Stage and with the help of God’s Grace, one can detach oneself from external things before
they can reach Christ, the ultimate aim of one’s objective. Alternately, the spiritual poverty of the Franciscan
spirit is a precondition for one’s spiritual life without which we cannot advance one’s own condition in
spiritual life.

I am not an authority in spiritual direction whatsoever. But | am encouraged to search the way to perfection
under the inspiration from the Bible: “You shall be holy, for I am holy,” (1Peter1-16) Even for an ordinary
person, one has to cultivate one’s moral ground to a higher level. The so-called formula is only a starting
point on our Spiritual Journey.
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