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17/6 3pm Thanksgiving Mass celebrated by Fr Alan Wong SJ. All | Asiana Centre
(Sun) are welcome.
30/6 2pm - 4pm Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration. Please open | Asiana Centre
(Sat) the invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join

and pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
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New Cantonese Catechumen class will commence in February 2019 and is now accepting enrolment.
Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also
encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Rachel Lo on 0410 342 890 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person ° Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang
on 0401 058 199 for details.
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Vincent van Gogh The Sower, 1888

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church - We are using the work book and video of “Unlocking the
Mystery of the Bible” to lead us to read the Bible around a common thread. All are welcome to join us.
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Jesuit Priest — Fr Alan Wong

Congratulation to Fr Alan Wong ordination. Sr Teresa has interviewed Fr Alan Wong few weeks ago. Let’s get to know Fr Alan a bit
more through the interview below.

Sr Teresa: Alan, can you please tell us about your family background?

Fr Alan: Our family settled as migrants in Australia. Three generations lived within the same household. I remember family life as a
source of love, communal Sunday activities such as Mass, yum cha and etc. Linguistically it was a milieu of misunderstanding as each
generation mastered different languages. Nevertheless, the household was filled with the air of hospitality and love. We had constant
streams of visitors. In this environment, probably due to my father and mother's upbringing, my brother and I experienced freedoms that
were probably rarely afforded to quintessential Chinese migrant children. Also, having left the shores of Hong Kong, China, our
grandparents also implicitly understood that this land afforded new ways of doing things and also new worldview. However, it was also
obvious that no matter where we lived, the memories of their traditional home resonated deeply within. Our home reflected a microcosm
of a intriguing mix of Hangzhou, Cantonese, Australian culture. Catholic faith was peripheral, it was present in the air but rather as
gushes of wind rather than constantly there.

Sr Teresa: Please tell us about your experience on your vocation.

Fr Alan: It is difficult to name all the experiences but decisions are always influenced by our background and experiences. Also as Pascal
states, the heart has reasons that the mind knows not of. In other words, a vocation journey is similar to a couple's mysterious love story.
Nevertheless, I would like to highlight two experiences. The seed of my vocation was sown as a child within the SPJ community but also
the wider school community. At St Aloysius College, the Jesuit priests and brothers modelled an ideal, that they were men with confidence
and knew what they wanted. Moreover, these men could have done anything but chose to teach us adolescent boys. The second occurred
after the initial calling. I decided that time away from Australia would help dispel these thoughts. I travelled to different parts of the
world, and one significant place was the refugee camps in Thailand. In the camp, I lived within a milieu of injustice and God's call for
service.

Sr Teresa: Any struggles during your vocation journey?

Fr Alan: The most difficult question surrounding my vocation concerns choosing between two goods, marriage or being a priest. I
remember my Jesuit spiritual director recognizing this difficulty and noting that if it wasn't difficult then it is not a real choice. I took
heart at this comment. During this period, the wise counsel of the Jesuits helped me. They asked me to go through a period of discernment,
a spiritual process that entails also looking at the choice through the eyes of God. In other words, where does God want me? This spiritual
process of trying to understand God's will for me, helped framed the decision not as purely my choice but also within God's hands, who
only wants the best for me. Lastly, I also recognized that my decision to join the Jesuits was not a perfectly clear yes but a yes that slowly
needed further refinement and understanding. In other words, the reasons why I entered the Jesuits were not the only reasons why I
stayed.

Sr Teresa: Alan, can you tell us about Jesuit formation, please?

Fr Alan: Jesuit formation might be considered long as: firstly, Jesuits are slow learners and secondly it consists of forming the whole
person which takes time. Fr Ross Jones, SJ, summaries Jesuit formation as education of the mind, the heart and the hands. Education of
the mind means learning the knowledge of this world to help us understand this current reality. Nevertheless, education of the mind is
never enough it must also be coupled with a education of the heart, so that our emotions, feelings align with this knowledge. Finally, this
must be joined with the education of the hands, meaning that words must be linked with action. Therefore, Jesuit formation is long
because it forms us to think, feel and to act!

Sr Teresa: Alan, how will you serve?

Fr Alan: Dreams and desires are important and one of God's gifts to us. But what is more important is to serve God through our
Church and our superiors. I think this can be more difficult but also infinitely more rewarding, following the will of God, especially

going where the Church needs us, i.e. the most difficult places.
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