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“Psalmus Responsorius” from Our Community John Li

In our Sunday liturgy of the Word of God, the congregation will make their response after the first
reading of the Word. This is the component part of the liturgy with great pastoral value because it
helps the congregation to contemplate the Word of God. For this reason, the Church will select an
appropriate psalm as a prayer after the reading of the Word. It is normal for us to response after
being spoken to in our daily conversation. The same principle applies to the listening of the Word.
In silence we seek to understand the teaching of the Word and then we response in psalm.

Similar to the Book of Poetry(3¥ % Shi Jing) in ancient Chinese classic some two thousand five
hundred years ago, the Book of Psalms of the Israelites is a collection of 150 songs/poems with a
recorded date over three thousand years. In the Chinese classic, there is one poem dedicated to the
God on High in these words: From: ® * 2. #(2 £ F)F &k s
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For the Jewish people, psalms are sung to express the mystery of life, the inter-relationship
between God Almighty and His people with the intention of pleading for favours contemplating
the suffering, the pains in life, begging for protection, expression of their joys and thanksgiving.
Though the Psalms were written three thousand years ago, we can find similar parallels in our
present condition, e.g. we would feel the Real Presence in mountains and valley, and through the
medium of the material world, we would be enlightened or moved by the wisdom it contained.
Since the early Church, the psalms have been used in our prayers. According to the Vatican II
document, “Sacrosanctum Concilium”#10: The Liturgy is the summit toward which the activity
of the Church is directed; it is also the font from which all her power flows.” According to the
new edition of the Directives for the celebration of the Roman Mass #61, the Psalm Response
should be undertaken in singing immediately after the first reading of the Word, or at least the
Response Part should be sung. The Psalmista should stand at the lectern or other appropriate place
to lead the Response. The Psalm Response should be organized in accordance with arrangement
of the liturgical year.

You will notice that Psalm Response for our Community is chosen according to the official text
of the STUDIUM BIBLICUM OFM and the translation of Psalms in written Chinese. Musical
scores have to be created to adopt the written language to be presented in Cantonese within the
scope of Sacred Music. Presentation of a translated poem in a foreign language is a most difficult
task, and to sing out in Cantonese within the scope of Sacred Music is a mission impossible!
However, the Holy Spirit helped the generous souls of our Community to prepare a full set of
Psalm Response with musical scores for liturgical celebrations. It is understood that the members
of the Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance in Hong Kong say the Daily Office in their
community chapel. The psalms are sung in Mandarin. Our Community is even smaller than a
mustard seed, but we have the grace to sing our Response in our mother tongue. We should value
this spiritual gift granted especially to our Community and with love and thanksgiving when we
make our Response in Psalm during the Liturgy of Word.



