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Then there appeared to them
tongues as of fire, which parted
and came to rest on each one of

them. (Acts 2:3)

26/5 2pm - 4pm Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration. Special prayer Asiana Centre
(Sat) intention for evangelisation.

Please open the invitation to any of your relatives & friends to
join and pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.

27/5 1:30pm - Sacred Heart of Jesus Group is organising a Movie St Peter Julian's
(Sun) 3:30pm Appreciation afternoon. The title of the movie is called "The Church Hall
Little Prince". The language spoken is English with Chinese (please use Sussex
subtitle. All are welcome. St Entrance) 7 2 ( 47 | i‘ Ne m__ e f' gv
3/6 2:30pm Walk with Christ - The feast of Corpus Christi Corner of Pitt St - L
(Sun) and Martin Place L s L g ) oo

You will find the "Book of Life" at both Asiana Centre and
SPJ. You are welcome to write prayers and petitions for
yourself and for our community. This “Book of Life" will
finally be presented on the Feast day of Corpus Christi at St
Mary's Cathedral. Please join thousands of other Catholics to
‘Walk With Christ’ in the annual Eucharistic Procession on the
Feast of Corpus Christ. Let your presence make a statement
about the gift of the Eucharist for the world.
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Devotion to the Blessed Mother is our pathway to holiness Fr Jacob Wang
Each year in the month of May, the Church pays special veneration to our Mother in heaven - Holy Mary the
Blessed Mother. This is often a point of attack and controversy from our Protestant friends: that our Catholic faith
teaches that Mary is God, we are a Marian religion, or we worship Mary. We find ourselves in a helpless and
frustrated position when being confronted with such attack.

According to the Church tradition, devotion to the Blessed Mother has long existed. It is not a new devotion that
emerged after the schism between Catholics and Protestants. As early as the second and third centuries, there were
stone carvings with devotions to the Blessed Mother, including prayers invoking her intercessions. Since the
beginning of the Church, Holy Mary holds a significant role both in the Church and in the heart of the laity. This
explains why throughout all these centuries, churches and communities in different parts of the world have never
ceased paying her veneration through various forms of devotions. In addition, during the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries there were confirmed Marian apparitions in different places, leading to the increase in religious orders
and laity groups that are dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Lumen Gentium stated that all these devotions
differ essentially from the adoration offered to the Holy Trinity. “The various forms of piety toward the Mother
of God, which the Church within the limits of sound and orthodox doctrine, according to the conditions of time
and place, and the nature and ingenuity of the faithful has approved, bring it about that while the Mother is honored,
the Son, through whom all things have their being and in whom it has pleased the Father that all fullness should
dwell, is rightly known, loved and glorified and that all His commands are observed” (LG 66). The Code of
Canon Law also pointed out that “ To foster the sanctification of the people of God, the Church commends to
the special and filial veneration of Christ's faithful the Blessed Mary ever-Virgin, the Mother of God” (Can.
1186).

The reasons that the Church pays devotion to Holy Mary can be summarised into the following: firstly is to obey
the teaching of Christ. Mary is the Mother of God, she is the Mother of Jesus Christ and naturally becomes the
Mother of all Christ’ s followers. At the foot of the cross, Jesus Christ entrusted His mother to the Church, so we
all have the duty and responsibility to love and honour our Blessed Mother. To do otherwise would be against
what Jesus entrusts us with and at the same time be disrespectful to Holy Mary our Mother.

Secondly, it is because we want to imitate her virtues. Although as a created being she is the same as us, she
perfectly carried out the will of God in her life. Many times it was beyond her understanding and brought her
immense pain and torment, but she endured and accepted the will of God with a humble spirit, keeping all those
things and reflecting on them in her heart (Lk 2:51). She did not hold on to her status as the mother of God but
lived her ordinary life as a “handmaid of the Lord” in an extraordinary way. Her way of living is a perfect
example for all of us to learn and follow.

Thirdly, it is because of her compassion. The Blessed Mother is most compassionate towards our needs, when we
need help we can ask for her intercession. Because she is the Mother of God, her intercession is of tremendous
power. Like what happened at the wedding at Cana, when she noticed the host ran out of wine, she turned to Jesus
for help and the newly wed were rescued from the situation (Jn 2: 1-10). At the cross, Jesus Christ not only
entrusted the Blessed Mother to the Church, He also entrusted the Church to the Blessed Mother. It is for this
reason that we believe and have confidence in presenting the needs of the Church and of mankind through her
intercession.

We can go on with the list but the important point to note is that veneration made to Holy Mary is completely
different from our adoration to God and we definitely do not believe in Mary as God. The devotion to the Blessed
Mother is for the purpose of our own holiness and to help us better worship the only true and Triune God. Calling
Catholicism a “Marian religion” stems from personal misunderstanding. The greatest theological divergence
with the Protestants has never been about the devotion to the Blessed Mother.

In this month of May, let us through our special devotion to our Mother in heaven ask for her intercession to help
us live a life of holiness.

e EA 50

T ES5T 5 FHRE Y Jrj"*”ikfrﬂx oAk
'FW ho € BAC B B ATHRIP & P mm? = ,lé'»z B ﬂ}

LR B R RS R

N B

%
o

o

o RFA O akgBRY 552 0T 2 7
S R EM R AT ROk E TR mﬁ;:,:,;i
/g;%wﬁprjﬁé75{'—5-"‘?’Ig,fr.:?’{iﬁj,ug d«-,g#ﬁ

TE B HEA D7 iy AR LAt 19\2011_!:@
ES E A T %[gl\‘ B 4 mn}g—frl A B R Ap s 5

QU IEEEE S R b s RRRERE: N A L sk L
KEFFP > RBEE o Faiim o (50 2 Pay & 0 480
A B G A Lﬁt%ﬁ_—f'é‘i"?ﬁ’*i;ﬁ?’é ”@E%é’*—tg‘
ﬂ%—*ﬁ’fiié?k’»ﬁ T#L(LG66) *?rgzziv‘##;f"i YR e
RGP R R C L BB (24 1186) -

KEHFAen@d JHE3 0T B85 LE L0 ﬁ’iﬁk%"m?r% HAIL &% 42
o s APNBRAE R A0 R AR R —— T ] E&E‘/ﬁf\m"* oo @ IR gk ‘E‘

2

B
= B X

N

EORNEE NS L L R

oAb IR A & P
—\F

o

i3
A ;.sﬁmgg

IRy F_x
o

B
Mo B

T
i~

R

A

. e F‘Lﬁt A=A 0 A
o
N T

H—"—\—'Q’?ﬁ&:)‘%*OA

%
e
jac)
=

M
\3;

a3

Lt FRET B ML HETRE TN PFF FEfeRBERES A ER o
Rl & PRERAAR it 0 AR FA B L7 o

R 82 Bl - BHTRfAP- RE L S35 frrfdr i 22
b g F oo IR AK AP > BT ROFE o A e e A %
LR KPR Dy {0 BATF R PG BRGS0 FREE (B 2:51) o kB
x iéﬁ—’%‘,ii ’ ér’ﬁ;uu CAEg AT FFESF A G T A X 3T e e e 4

ES ij j’t‘?{'—% r"i’jltilﬁr‘ o I%’?l \T"&“B

= e A hg & o o dee JpF S ¢ H HAL S AR
A EE T’(;J:i"ﬂﬁi#'{:'\lm—%“'ﬂ,

P AP A R AR )Imr Rk
EJ P A AT 0 g e T ATA DT R )]*C»fé’iﬁ'ﬁ,é’z;ﬁﬁ,“}i’,’{f‘é\rﬁ B ETA R FIE
(F2:1-10) o PRgRzAAF &+ FHE 3 R RFALHLTHE A FFs BREFLT T
A oo FIPLAPANE > A E R A TRV vt R B A g Ak o % g 18T FrEs o

e AR S R )

'JEE —«‘?L#é » *H*v?{é"f-a FRAl {5 E R 0 R TF“B' e s F e { 4 *”r’%tﬁﬁ}ifi‘f'i~ =
oo B A HKHEE BT ERT RABAEES S HER i K

Aohigih o JEa i p e R- BELDEF -



