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20,27/4 | 7:30pm- THS Prayer Meeting (English with Mandarin Translation) Asiana Centre
(Fri) 10:30pm
21/4 10:30am- THS kids Prayer Meeting (English) - Lunch will be provided Asiana Centre
(Sat) 12:30pm
22/4 2:30pm- THS Prayer Meeting (Mandarin) - with Sacrament of Anointing the | St. Dominic,
(Sun) 5:30pm sick Flemington
28/4 10am-1pm THS Prayer Meeting (Cantonese) - with Sacrament of Anointing Asiana Centre
(Sat) the sick
28/4 2-4pm Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration. Please open the Asiana Centre
(Sat) invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join and pray

together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
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April 15" 2018 Third Sunday of Easter (Year B)

. fish; he took it and ate it in front
of them. (Luke 24:42-43)
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Prayer Meetings by Temple of the Holy Spirit (THS)

How is your relationship with Jesus? Come, see and experience the love and joy from closer friendship with Jesus.
Over two weekends in April, there will be five prayer meetings conducted alternately in English, Mandarin and
Cantonese. The program covers praise and worship, teaching and prayover. This year, the Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick will be administered during the Mandarin and Cantonese prayer meetings.

Details please contact Kevin Kwan on 0404 050 603 or visit www.thsonline.org
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Cantonese Catechumen class has commenced on 4/2/2018 and is still accepting enrolment. Please invite your non-
believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith - Catholics are also encouraged to join in to renew their
faith. Please contact Mrs Rachel Lo on 0410 342 890 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person - Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for
details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church - We are using the work book and video of “Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible” to
lead us to read the Bible around a common thread. All are welcome to join us.
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Pope at Mass: ‘Easter joy brings obedience, witness, realism’

(Vatican Radio) In his homily at Mass in the Casa Santa Marta on Thursday morning, the Pope
says Easter joy brings with it Christian obedience, witness, and realism, which lead to the
persecution of Christians around the world for their “bothersome” witness to Jesus.

Pope Francis at Mass on Thursday morning recalled the many Christians persecuted in the world
today, saying Christian witness can be bothersome to those who refuse to listen to the truth.

In his homily, the Holy Father reflected on the three traits that are born from Easter joy: obedience,
witness, and realism.

The Pope said the 50 days of Easter before Pentecost were a “time of joy” for the Apostles because
of Christ’s Resurrection. Theirs was a true joy, he said, but it contained tints of doubt and fear.
Only after Pentecost and the descent of the Holy Spirit, Pope Francis said the Apostles’ joy became
courageous, since they now understood the meaning of the Paschal mystery.

Obedience is doing the Will of God

The Sanhedrin had forbid the Apostles to proclaim Jesus, who, refusing to obey men over God,
returned to preach in the Temple, despite the threat of prison. Pope Francis said “a life of obedience”
is the key to the first reading from the Book of Acts (5:27-33) and the Gospel (John 3:31-36).
Obedience, said Pope Francis, 1s doing the Will of God, which is the path “opened up for us” by
Jesus. The Christian, he said, must obey God.

Persecuted Christians

The Apostles’ second characteristic, Pope Francis said, is “witness”. Their witness annoyed their
contemporaries just as Christian witness does today for some. This happens, he said, perhaps
because we seek compromise “between the world and ourselves”. But “Christian witness knows
no path of compromise”. He said it “is patient when guiding others who don’t think like us or
share our faith; it tolerates and accompanies, but never sells the truth.”

“First, obedience, and second, witness, which is such a nuisance to some. There have been so
many persecutions since that time. Think about Christians persecuted in Africa and the Middle
East. There are more today than in early Christianity: people in prison, killed, and hanged all to
witness to Jesus. They are witnesses to the end.”

Realism: Don’t be watered-down Christians

Pope Francis went on to say that the third aspect of Easter joy is realism. He said the Apostles
spoke of concrete things and “not of fairytales”. As they had “seen and touched” Jesus, the Pope
said, so “each of us has experienced Jesus in our lives”.

“It often happens that sins, compromises, or fears make us forget this first encounter, the one that
changed our lives. We carry a memory with us that gets watered down to make us ‘rose-water’
Christians: watered-down and superficial. We must ask for the grace of the Holy Spirit of realism.
Jesus has entered into my life and my heart. So has the Holy Spirit. I may have forgotten it, but
the grace of the first encounter lives on in me.”

Finally, Pope Francis prayed for the joy that comes with the Holy Spirit’s presence after Easter.
“Let us pray for it for one another: the joy that comes from the Holy Spirit: the joy of Easter
obedience, the joy of Easter witness, and the joy of Easter realism.”



