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18/3 (Sun) | 11am-12pm

Station of the Cross

Asiana Centre

24/3 10:30am
(Sat)

Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality will be organizing a St Benedict's
Monastery visit. The Benedictine Monks will give us a talk on the
Benedictine Spirituality and we will join them chanting the Midday
Office.

Everyone is welcome here. Please bring your own breakfast and lunch.
Afternoon tea will be served. Please contact Eddie Ho 0416 092 148 or
Anne Ho 0413 833 883 for details and registration.

St Benedict's
Monastery

121 Arcadia Rd,
Arcadia

24/3 2-4pm
(Sat)

Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration. (Sacrament of
Reconciliation will be available.) Please open the invitation to any of
your relatives & friends to join and pray together in front of the Blessed
Sacrament. (Please note that we have moved the adoration session
one week earlier for this month only.)

Asiana Centre

2/4 9:30am-3pm
(Mon)

2018 Walkathon organised by UNSW CASS. The fund raised by this
charity event will benefit Asiana Centre ACEP Building Fund, World
Youth Day 2019 and a Charity Caritas Australia.

Please contact the leader of any CCPC group or Anthony Iu of Asiana
Centre Association 0433 780 103 / 9797-9830.

Starts from St
Mary's Cathedral
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March 18" 2018 Fifth Sunday of Lent (Year B)

Unless a grain of wheat falls to
the ground and dies, it remains
just a grain of wheat; but if it dies,
it produces much fruit.

(John 12:23)

Van Gogh, A Meadow in the Mountains
—Le Mas de Saint-Paul, 1889
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Passion of the Lord
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Mei Jun — a girlfriend like no other Sr Teresa Chiu

About a month ago, I received an email from an old classmate. The email enclosed a very touching article titled
“Letter to Mei Jun (girlfriend)”. Looking at the title, I could not immediately figure out what the content of the
article was about. It is with this sentiment that I am not going to reveal the content of the article to you for the time
being. Please be patient and read on!

First of all, let me introduce to you the author of this article — Long Ying Tai (7 /& ). At first glance, the author’s
name suggests that it is a “he”. Quite the opposite. The author was, in fact, a she. Surprise! The “Letter to Mei
Jun” was an article she wrote to her loved one. Can you guess who this loved one is?

Let’s begin by looking at how she described this loved one:

I saw a girl with two thick braids. She followed the grown-ups to the hills to collect rent from the tenants. She was
hopping and skipping along the way, only stopping from time to time to pick wildflowers in the fields.

I saw a young woman dressed in traditional Chinese cheongsam (##4# ), working in a haberdashery store, cutting
and selling cloths. She might not look tough on the outside but when it came to those customers (soldiers) trying
to cheat or play tricks on her, she would stand her ground arguing with them at the top of her voice and not give
an inch!

I saw a woman tiptoeing gingerly in a kitchen on a cold winter morning, busily preparing four hot takeaway meals.
I also saw a humbly gestured woman, trying to borrow money from her neighbours to pay for her children’s
school/tuition fees.

I saw a woman at her husband’s funeral, sad and stricken with grief, her head hanging down, draped with sorrow...
I can see you clearly, present, right at this moment!

You are sitting in a wheelchair. The nurse is patiently feeding you some non-solid food. I sit in front of you holding
your hands. Your hands are skinny and laden with freckles. I know you do not recognised me! I regretted, for the
times that you had known me, that I did not realise that I could treat you as a girlfriend? What do girlfriends do
among themselves? Perhaps they long to see a movie together, go for a cup of coffee or a walk in the countryside,
or simply talk to each other over a phone call, telling each other the ups and downs in their lives...

Once someone asked: “do you ever regret certain things you’ve done in your life?” I used to reply with pride: “No!
Anything I’ve ever done in my life, I’ve done it knowing it was my own choices and I bear all the consequences.”
But now, regarding Mei Jun, I have two things that I regretted:

When the first incident happened, you, Mei Jun, was present at the scene, and it was intimately associated with
you! He loves to take you for a ride, but you two were frequently involved in traffic accidents! This time, the car
was stopped with a halt that you were left with a broken arm. In this episode, you were the witness. I was the
judge. We were sitting across this man — an 80-year-old ‘kid’ who’s head was hanging down with shame. I reached
out and said to him, “Give me the car keys!”” Obediently he put the keys in my hand. He did not offer any resistance!
I told him that from now on if he was to go out, he has to hail a taxi. His children will have to pay for the taxi fare!

Later I learned how selfish and opinionated I was. I had forgotten that the people of your generation had
experienced the trauma of war and the struggle of poverty. Even though you are living in this day and age of peace
and prosperity, you always carry a sense of insecurity in you ... For instance, you would always eat the half-rotten
fruits first and leave the good ones till later. Eventually, the goods ones also become rotten. Likewise, you are
always reluctant to throw the leftover foods away after each meal. Ever since I took dad’s car keys away, he
stopped going out to have fun and his physical and mental health deteriorated rapidly! Alas! While the people of
the previous generation did not know how to express their inner feelings, the people of the present generation
simply did not seem to care about the health and wellbeing of the previous generation. This is human suffering!

Mei Jun, the second incident is directly related to you: One day, I was walking on the streets of Vienna. When the
pedestrian lights turned green, I saw two small green figures. To my surprise, it was two women walking hand in
hand, with a heart shaped symbol notched between them. I immediately imagined these two figures as you and L.
I then asked myself: when you were still in good health and spirit, why hadn't I gone travelling with you? Why
didn't I hold your hand and together we went off to see the world? I have completely missed the opportunities of
watching closely over you, from the start of old age to the last moment you went to the heavens. Why did I only
liberate myself from suffering but casually forgotten to do the same to you? Why did I selflessly give my heart to
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my girlfriends but was unable to realise that there was a woman standing behind me all along — her hair’s getting
greyer, her body’s getting weaker and her pace’s getting slower... She was always there living in the background,
watching my back, yet she never utter a word of complaint? Why didn't I think of it? Why didn’t I think of you as
a woman who is equally eager to see a movie, have a cup of coffee, climb a hill in the morning, and who is also
longing to receive, from amongst the girlfriends, phone calls which helped to dispel the boredom of living.

Mei Jun, I realised it is all too late now because you could no longer recognise me! The only thing I could do is to
look at you as if you were a girlfriend who is 26 years older than I am. I also know that you would never be able
to receive this letter! Hope we would meet each other at some point in eternity!
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