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10/3 4pm Novena devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help and monthly Asiana Centre
(Sat) prayer for our deceased relatives and friends.
11/3 1:30pm to Station of the Cross St Peter Julian’s
(Sun) 2:30pm (Sacrament of Reconciliation available) Church
18/3 (Sun) | 11lam-12pm | Station of the Cross Asiana Centre
24/3 10:30am Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality will be organizing a St Benedict's St Benedict's
(Sat) Monastery visit. The Benedictine Monks will give us a talk on the | Monastery
Benedictine Spirituality and we will join them chanting the 121 Arcadia Rd,
Midday Office. Arcadia
Everyone is welcome here. Please bring your own breakfast and
lunch. Afternoon tea will be served. Please contact Eddie Ho 0416
092 148 or Anne Ho 0413 833 883 for details and registration.
24/3 2-4pm Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration. Asiana Centre
(Sat) Please open the invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join
and pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
(Please note that we have moved the adoration session one
week earlier for this month only.)
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March 4™ 2018 Third Sunday of Lent (Year B)
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Rembrandt, Christ driving the money-changers
from the Temple, 1626
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The next installation of memorial plaques for deceased relatives and friends in St Joseph's Chapel, Asiana Centre will
be held on Thursday, 5th of April evening after the Eucharist for Ching Ming Festival. The deadline for application is
on 4th of March. Contact Anthony Iu 0433 780 103 / 9797-8930 or Thomas Wong 0414 341 361 / 9554-8535.

Emails: a_iu@hotmail.com or thomas y wong@yahoo.com.au.
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Next Sunday Readings:

Cantonese Catechumen class has commenced on 4/2/2018 and is still accepting enrolment. Please invite your non-
believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith - Catholics are also encouraged to join in to renew their
faith. Please contact Mrs Rachel Lo on 0410 342 890 for details.

details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person ° Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church - We are using the work book and video of “Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible” to
lead us to read the Bible around a common thread. All are welcome to join us.
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He made a whip out of cords and
drove them all out of the temple
area, with the sheep and oxen, and
spilled the coins of the money
changers and overturned their
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Pope: there are no threats in the confessional — only forgiveness

(Vatican Radio) Lent is a time that is “helpful for conversion,” for growing close to God, for
changing our life — and this is a grace we should ask for from the Lord.

Jesus calls us with the sweetness and confidence of a Father

Pope Francis’ homily began with the first reading, from the book of Isaiah (1:10,16-20), which
he described as a true call to conversion. This reading, he said, shows us the special attitude
Jesus takes with regard to our sins: “He does not threaten,” the Pope said, but instead, calls us
“with kindness, gentleness, giving us confidence.” In the reading, after having pointed out to
them the evil they should avoid and the good they should do, the Lord says to the rulers of
Sodom and the people of Gomorrah: “Come, let us reason together.” And, the Pope said, He
does the same with us:

“The Lord says, ‘Come now, let us reason together,” Let’s talk for a while. He doesn’t frighten
us. He is like a father of a small child who has pulled a prank, and he has to correct him. And he
knows that if he approaches him with a stick in hand, things will not go well. He has to approach
him with trust and confidence. In this passage, this is how the Lord calls us: ‘Come on, let’s
have a coffee together. Let’s talk this over, let’s discuss it. Don’t be afraid, I’'m not going to beat
you.” And since he knows his child is thinking ‘But I did something wrong...’, he immediately

[adds], ‘Even if your sins be like scarlet, they may become white as snow. If they be crimson red,

they may become like wool’.”

No threats, even in the confessional

Just like the father confronting his young child, Jesus begins by inspiring trust and confidence,

to lead bring us to “forgiveness, and a change of heart.” He acted in the same way, the Pope said,

when he called Zacchaeus and Matthew; and He acts in this way in our lives, too. He helps us to
see “how to take a step forward along the path of conversion™:

“Let us thank the Lord for His goodness. He does not want to beat us and condemn us. He gave
His life for us and this is His goodness. And He is always looking for a way to get to the heart.
And when we priests, in the place of the Lord, have to hear confessions, we too should have this
attitude of goodness. As the Lord says: ‘Come on, let’s discuss this. It’s no problem, there is
forgiveness.” And from the beginning, there is no threat.”

Come to the Lord with an open heart: He is a Father who is waiting for you

The Pope spoke about the experience of a cardinal who heard confessions. When faced with sins
that he understood were very serious, the confessor didn’t dwell on them, but moved on,
continuing the conversation: “And this opens the heart,” the Pope emphasized, “and the other
person feels at peace.” The Lord does the same with us, saying, “Come now, let us discuss it,
let’s talk. Receive forgiveness. There is forgiveness™:

“It 1s helpful to me to see this attitude of the Lord: the [attitude of a] father with the child who
thinks he is big, that he is all grown up, and yet is only halfway there. And the Lord knows that
all of us are halfway there, and often we need this, we need to hear these words: ‘Come on,
don’t be afraid, come. There is forgiveness.” And this encourages us. Go to the Lord with an
open heart: He is the Father who is waiting for you.”
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