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A new mission for a New Year Fr. Joseph Lu OFM

Happy Chinese New Year everyone!

Chinese New Year is here again. A new year, a new beginning. The beginning of the lunar calendar and a timely
reminder of our Chinese culture. It also marks the renewal of all things. To everybody in our community who have new
wishes and dreams at the beginning of the New Year, I hope that, by your fervent prayers and unrelenting hard work,
all your wishes and dreams would come true. I also pray that God would bring joy, happiness and good health to every
family.

As a modern international and multicultural city, Sydney is known for its openness and acceptance of novel
things/customs. I’m sure everyone notices that Chinese culture is increasingly becoming an essential element in Sydney.
Since last year, Sydney has embarked on a Chinese cultural experience of “Happy Chinese New Year” (f % % &°).
There are cultural activities such as the art of paper-cutting, riddles-guessing, dumplings-making and
displays/appreciation of calligraphy and Chinese clothing. Chinese music is also a main attraction, where musical
performances and appreciation are featured in Chinatown every year. And since this year, Burwood has matured into a
second ‘Chinatown’, where many restaurants offer varieties of tasty foods and snacks that many Chinese people love.
(of course, there are also other suburbs in Sydney such as Ashfield, where it houses a sizable population of people of
Chinese descent/origin and which you can also experience the Chinese culture) Another factor that contributes to the
popularity of the Chinese culture is the increasing number of Chinese immigrants. According to the Australian Bureau
of Statistics, in March 2017, the number of Chinese immigrants (Chinese-born Australians) was ranked third on the list
of ethnic immigrants in Australia, reaching 526,000 people. (the first being Britain (approximately 1.198 million),
followed by New Zealand (approximately 607,200))

These figures are both an opportunity and a challenge for our Catholic Chinese community. Among this population of
over half a million Chinese immigrants, Catholics also account for a certain proportion. In particular, in recent years,
immigrants from mainland China made up a large proportion of members of the Flemington community. Every Sunday
there are about 400 people attending Mass in Flemington, while the number of people attending Mass in our CCPC
community is around 300.

Among the two communities, one could notice an obvious increase of the number of young families. There are now
around 130 children belonging to young families in our two communities. This is an encouraging figure, and is the
result of hard work of everybody (parishioners, priests and nuns) who, from the beginning, helped to establish the
communities and nourish them to what they have become today.

Through our prayers/efforts, God had blessed our dedication and service to this community. Of course, in this
encouraging development, we also see a challenge. How do we nourish the faith of our next generation? How can we
give our parishioners a better environment for prayer/Mass? And how can we serve these families better? The churches
in Flemington and Chinatown are running out of room. It is quite obvious that we need a more suitable (bigger) place.
Also, how do we evangelise to the more than half a million local Chinese population? It seems that, in order to do that,
our present approach and ways are far from adequate. Let us take the first small step toward the goal of evangelising
to these half a million immigrants by starting with evangelisation amongst our own families.

The word “crisis” (/% #%) has been used by many people of different cultures and inherently contains within it two
related elements: danger (/% ) and opportunity (). It means that when we are facing a challenge (crisis), although we
are under pressure, we can always see opportunities coexists in the crisis situations. Likewise, when opportunities arise,
we would also like to think about the dangers/risks that comes along with it. When it comes to our community, I think
you’ll agree that the task of evangelisation was way more challenging in the early days (the 1960’s) than it is today.
Yet if it wasn’t for the efforts put in by our forerunners, we wouldn’t be arriving at where we are today. Similarly, the
efforts we put in today will bound to benefit our next generation. Therefore, let us imitate our forerunners and remind
ourselves of never letting go of the baton of evangelisation. Finally, let us pray that this year we will bring an atmosphere
of prayer and love to every family in the community, that everyone will be able to establish a true and faith-filled
relationship with God, and hope that more new families will join our community as a result of evangelisation within
our own families and beyond.

Again, I wish everyone a Happy Chinese New Year and may God bless you!
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