¥ %2 /& ¥/ Upcoming Events

13/1 T pE BHF 7 foill K2R A 5 0 = A ATAR - TR
(3 4+) LA -
13/1 4:00pm Novena devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help and Asiana
(Sat) monthly prayer for our deceased relatives and friends. Centre
Please note the new starting time.
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Cantonese Catechumen class has commenced and is still accepting enrolment ° Please invite your non-
believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith - Catholics are also encouraged to join in to
renew their faith - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person ° Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang
on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church - We are using the work book and video of “Unlocking the
Mystery of the Bible” to lead us to read the Bible around a common thread. All are welcome to join us.
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January 7" 2018 Epiphany (Year B)

Andrea Mantegna, Adoration of the Magi
c. 1495-1505

They prostrated themselves and
did him homage. Then they
opened their treasures and offered
him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. (Matt 2:11)
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1 Sm 3:3B-10, 19
1 Cor 6:13C-15A, 17-20
Jn 1:35-42
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Pope's homily: The Mother of God is starting point for New Year

(Vatican Radio) “The year opens in the name of the Mother.”

Pope Francis focused on Mary, the Mother of God, in his homily for the Mass of her
Solemnity, the first of the secular New Year. Calling Mary “the Mother of God” he said,
reminds us “there is no longer God without man; the flesh Jesus took from His Mother is our
own, now and for all eternity.”

The great miracle of Christmas, the Pope continued, is that “man is no longer alone; no more
an orphan but forever a child.” This is the novelty presented to us by the liturgy at the
beginning of the new year. Knowing that we are children of God helps us to realize that

“humanity is precious and sacred to the Lord. Henceforth, to serve human life is to serve
God.”

Turning explicitly to the Gospel, Pope Francis reflected on the fact that Bible says of Mary
only that she “kept all these things, pondering them in her heart.” She remained silent in the
face of the great miracles and wonders of Christmas. In this, Mary follows in the footsteps of
her Son, the Eternal Word of God, Who chose to become an infant, Who did not speak.

“This silence tells us that, if we would ‘keep’ ourselves, we need silence,” the Pope said. “As
we look™ on the crib “in silence, we let Jesus speak to our heart... To set aside a moment of
silence each day to be with God is to ‘keep’ our soul.”

The Holy Father noted that Mary pondered both the joys and sorrows of life, dwelling on them,

“with God,” in her heart. She pondered them by always turning them over to God. When we
do that, the Pope said, “God, Who keeps us in His heart, then comes to dwell in our lives.”

At the beginning of the new year, the Pope continued, “we too, as Christians on our pilgrim
way, feel the need to set out anew from the centre, to leave behind the burdens of the past and
to start over from the things that really matter.” The point of departure, he said, is the Mother
of God. “Devotion to Mary is not spiritual etiquette, it is a requirement of the Christian life.”
Pope Francis said, “If our faith is not to be reduced merely to an idea or a doctrine, all of us
need a mother’s heart.”

He concluded his homily with the prayer: “May the Mother, God’s finest human creation,
guard and keep this year, and bring the peace of her Son to our hearts, and to the world.”
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