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5/1 6:30pm Mass to thank the great love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Asiana

(Fri) All are welcome. Centre
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Cantonese Catechumen class has commenced and is still accepting enrolment - Please invite your non-
believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith - Catholics are also encouraged to join in to
renew their faith - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person - Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang
on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church - We are using the work book and video of “Unlocking the
Mystery of the Bible” to lead us to read the Bible around a common thread. All are welcome to join us.
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We wish you a Merry
Christmas and plenty of
God’s blessings in the New
Year!
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December 31% 2017 The Feast of the Holy Family (Year B)

Now there was a man in
Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon. There was also a
prophetess, Anna. (Lk 2:25, 36)
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Rembrandt: Simeon, Prophetess Anna and the Child,
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No meat makes one slim. No bamboo makes one mundane!
Sr Teresa Chiu

Dear friends:

| think many of you have heard or seen the title of this article before. Do you agree with the
above two verses?

| have been using the small room next to the old hall as my office for more than twenty years.
Behind the hall there is a small, narrow but long kitchen. When our community members are
having a dinner in the hall, this kitchen is very useful. Even though it is not very big, but it
has all the facilities, simple and useful.

This year around August, | returned from my holidays to Hong Kong and China. | looked
through the right window of the kitchen and saw two bamboo trees. They looked nicely
matched with the small evergreen pot plants on the lintel--elegant and lovely! 1 liked them
very much, knowing that they were not planted by any other person. They grew all by
themselves, or better said, God made them grow naturally there. Because outside the kitchen
window, there were lots of weeds and no one would walk through them. Even the guardian
angel of Asiana Centre--PETER--would not walk there. | secretly felt happy and was grateful
to God. | asked God, "Are you afraid that | will become more and more worldly? Or, do you
remind me that our community needs to be more spiritual? Are you telling us not to be
corrupted by worldly influences?" God, thank you for your hints!

In the Chinese culture, plum, orchid, chrysanthemum and bamboo are the four plants that
collectively called the "Four Gentlemen™. They represent the four virtues of mankind. And
bamboo is the first among the "four gentlemen". In the mind of our ancestors, bamboo
embraces righteousness, humility and uncompromising principle, the image of a gentleman.
In the Chinese culture, bamboo is also viewed as "something which brings blessings or an
amulet"”. Its spirit signifies "high principle and uncompromising spirit". From the external
look of the bamboo, it is slender, straight and tall. When the wind is blowing, it sways like a
beautiful lady. Bamboo always looks green in all seasons, and it can endure snow and rain.
From the human point of view, it is humble, harmonious and virtuous. It is soft within a hard
core and hard within softness. As a result, we Chinese like to use it as a symbol of teacher, as
model.

Dear readers, how are you going to understand the two verses of the title of this article? |
myself do not agree with the first verse "No meat makes one slim.”" On the contrary, many
vegetarians are fat, especially those who love to eat sweet and starchy food, they are easy to
get fat. These two verses are only used as contrast in Chinese etymology.

But the second verse of the title has a deeper meaning--"No bamboo makes one worldly™. |
would like to ask the readers to reflect on the characteristics of the bamboo mentioned in the
previous two paragraphs: bamboo is hollow but straight. It can represent humility,
righteousness and uncompromising principle. In other words, bamboo is the representation of
a gentleman.

Let us view these elegant bamboos that came from nowhere in Asiana Centre as our Christmas
gift from God the Son. So, let us imitate the righteous, humble baby Jesus in living out our
days.
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