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24/12 8:30pm English Mass Asiana
(Sun) Centre
25/12 Midnight Midnight Mass (Chinese) Asiana
(Mon) Centre
25/12 11:00am Christmas Day Mass St. Peter
(Mon) Julian’s
*No Mass at Asiana Centre Church
31/12 11:30am The Holy Family will celebrate the “Feast of the Holy Family of | St Dominic’s
(Sun) Jesus, Mary and Joseph” on 31st December at St. Dominic’s Church
Church. Mass will be celebrated at 11:30 am with the Initiation
Ceremony of new members. Lunch will be provided after mass
and all members are welcome.
5/1 6:30pm Mass to thank the great love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Asiana
(Fri) All are welcome. Centre
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December 24" 2017 Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B)

“May it be done to me according
to your word.” Then the angel
departed from her. (Luke 1:38)
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Please note that there will be no Community Eucharistic Adoration session for the month of December.

Cantonese Catechumen class has commenced and is still accepting enrolment - Please invite your non-
believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith - Catholics are also encouraged to join in to
renew their faith - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person - Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol -
on 0401 058 199 for details.

Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church - We are using the work book and video of “Unlocking the
Mystery of the Bible” to lead us to read the Bible around a common thread. All are welcome to join us.
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Where shall we all begin, starting from this child
Merry Christmas to you all!

Fr Joseph Lu

Christmas is about celebrating something great which has a close connection with each of our lives. The
coming of Christ is not like how a company moved or appointed an executive but through the way of birth.
There is vast difference between the two. The appointment of an executive in a commercial world is based on
management decision, by looking at the needs of the company, its operating and technological models. Such
paradigm suppresses one’s primitive sense of living, it elevates the faculty of freedom but demotes the
spiritual dimension, causing us to lose ourselves and destroy our true values as we move towards an alienation
that devalues mankind. Our society also shifts toward this materialistic state of moral decline. The birth of
Christ however is from the very beginning of life, by experiencing our culture, tradition, politics, customs and
history. His way of coming through birth brings the divine message that is centred on mankind through being
present with us and the gift of salvation. He enters into our lives, He is with us and becomes one of us.

The birth of Christ is centred on mankind, it is a fundamental change of form and called by St John as “The
Word became flesh”. The invisible Word became a visible person. From a sentimental point of view, what will
bring a man and a woman to part with their single lives and decide to become husband and wife besides love?
And what more is it in the birth of Christ besides love? St John therefore said, “For God so loved the world
that He gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal life.”
(John 3: 16). St John the apostle has rightly understood the meaning of the birth of Christ. Who would have
thought an infant so insignificant can bring upon salvation for so many.

I believe all is said about this year message of Christmas for 2017. Overall I think it can be summarised into
three points. Firstly, God’s salvation plan starts with having the second Person of God to become an infant, so
why not we also start our target from little things. From a practical point of view, only when the little things
are done well can we then achieve bigger things. It is the same principle as we know that the little things can
lead to a fulfilling or broken marriage. Just like the main character, Holden in the novel “The Catcher in the
Rye”, after going through much struggles in life, he felt the need of doing something meaningful. His
aspiration is to become a catcher in the rye field. He would watch over those children who ran frantically in
the field and if they ever came too close to the edge, he would go and catch them, for fear that they might fall
over the cliff at the edge of the field. Although he considered this as something unimportant, somehow it was
meaningful. In our community, when we hold things dear to our heart, when we pay close attention to the
things around us, it will change and move the people around us too. Perhaps in 2018 our community shall
consider spending some time to work on environmental initiatives in addition to our pastoral activities.

Secondly, the Word has become flesh. Out of love and a desire to live out a meaningful life, we too must start
changing ourselves. To change ourselves is by no means easy, changing our old habits that have taken root
over so many years is very challenging. But changes attract the interests of our younger generation. Youth is a
time of taking up challenges in order to shape for a better self. Despite of the many trials that we are to go
through, in the midst of anguish and anxiousness let us not forget that Christ came to give us the message of
hope and anticipation. Just like the catcher in the rye field, in what seems to be passivity there is the watching
over. We are thankful for the effort we put in and grateful for the help of others that we want to return
something to the world we live in. Through our changes, the world will also change. History changes and
marks us but we can also change and mark history.

Thirdly, this newborn infant is a sign of our new beginning. Our lives cannot be reborn physically but we can
be renewed continually. St Francis of Assisi said before his death, “Brothers, we have not yet done anything
up till now, let us start all over”. The Confucius’ saying of examining oneself in three regards daily has the
same meaning. The end of each year signals a starting point of a new beginning. Let us therefore not be
satisfied or be complacent about our past achievements. I sincerely thank God for our community that in the
year 2017, each and every one of us and every sodality all contributed to be witnesses of the gospel. |
especially thank you all for your patience, love and unceasing support for the priests. It is for this reason that
we, as priests dare not remain content but let us all set our sail in 2018 to collect our harvest next Christmas.

The birth of Christ is centred on mankind. For our sake He willingly humbled Himself to become one of us.
The dimension and strength of His love is so immense. Let us experience and learn in His love to think more
of others, surely people will experience this overflowing love even if our sacrifices seem to be insignificant.

Once again, wishing you all a very blessed and happy Christmas and New Year!
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