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1/12 6:30pm Mass to thank the great love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Asiana
(Fri) All are welcome. Centre
17/12 2:30pm to CCPC Christmas party There will be Christmas Carol singing, | Asiana
(Sun) 5:30pm games, performance, photo booth, Christmas gifts. Also delicious | Centre

afternoon high tea will be provided. Please come to celebrate

Christmas with all the community members and have some fun.
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CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL COMMUNITY

R gz pk: Asiana Centre (37 7' ® « ), 38 Chandos Street, Ashfield NSW 2131
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November 26™ 2017 Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (Year A)

'Lord, when did we see you hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or naked or

ill or in prison, and not minister to
your needs?' (Matthew 25:38-39)
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Fra Angelico, Christ on the Cross
Adored by Saint Dominic (detail)

EHERELP P TE-PBLATOIBARKT - HERTFFT Y TREF T2 B
drfiac e TR o e R TR ORE o D 4

A new statue of Sacred Heart of Jesus has been donated to Asiana Centre by an anonymous member of our
community. It has now been placed in St. Joseph's Chapel replacing the old one. Any member of our
community who wants to own the old statue, please contact Anthony Iu, president of Asiana Centre
Association on 0433 780 103.

T 3 P33 Next Sunday Readings:

st reading B EiR LA Is 63:16-17, 64:1, 3-8
2" reading  3F 5= 1 AR T+ 1 Cor 1:3-9
Gospel AG g - 5 BARE Mk 13:33-37

Cantonese Catechumen class has commenced and is still accepting enrolment - Please invite your non-
believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith o Catholics are also encouraged to join in to
renew their faith o Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person ° Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol » Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang
on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located
on the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church - We are using the work book and video of “Unlocking the
Mystery of the Bible” to lead us to read the Bible around a common thread. All are welcome to join us.
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Month of the Holy Souls — Reflections/Remodelling of Life Fr Lu

The month of November is the last month in our Church’s liturgical calendar. This year, 26™ of
November is the very last Sunday of November and on this Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity
(Feast) of Christ the King. We call November the month of the Holy Souls and as the name
suggests, during this month, we especially pray for the souls of our deceased brothers and sisters
who are in purgatory.

Praying for the souls of the deceased is a part of our Catholic faith. When we pray for the
deceased, we reflect on the origin of life and the mysterious passing of death. Through the
teaching of Christ, we learn about the lessons of life itself — that life is created (by God). Also, the
God who created us has created us in His image (likeness). Because our lives come from eternity
(God), we are like God (the eternal one) and our lives are entered into eternity.

In short, though our lives have beginnings, there are no ends. When God breathes life (soul) into
our bodies, our souls and bodies became united as one. When we ceased to breath, our bodies also
ceased to live. However, our souls do not ceased to exist but are in fact transformed into a
different state of existence. A pure spiritual existence. But this soul (spirit) 1s still you — it belongs
to you and exclusively carries a seal which is the unique ‘mark’ given to you when you were
baptised.

Let us not forget how the Chinese character ‘ig * is formed/constructed. With this character, our
ancestors described how life was created by God. This character also readily expresses our
ancestors’ faith and adoration of God. If we deconstruct this character, we will see that it is made
up of four parts: / (breathing life (soul) into (body)), 2 (soil or dirt), © (mouth) and i_
(movement or action). Together, it means “God breathes life into our body and makes us alive.”
(cf Genesis 2:7, “And then the Lord God formed man from the clay of the earth, and he breathed
into his face the breath of life, and man became a living soul.”)

Since our human life begins with God, our life in God has a starting point. It then extends
indefinitely. In other words, our life is like a straight line, not a circle (i.e. reincarnation). In life,
we strive to be perfect (like God). Yet we know our efforts will never be adequate. That’s why we
cannot rely on our efforts alone. Rather, we need to rely on our King, the second Person of the
Holy Trinity, by His humble sacrifice on the cross and His glorious resurrection from death.

Thus, in Him, our life is a straight line. It does not go around in circles. Praying for our deceased
brothers and sisters is very important. Our offerings and sacrifices are beneficial to them. We
share (bestow) our earnings (merits) into their lives. In reality, we know that they have not
separated from us. Rather, we are still connected. (via the communion of the Saints).

Praying for the dead is also a living attitude. We pray for the dead not only for the benefit of the
dead, but also for our own sublimation. Because our family and friends who have died are still
our family and friends, through prayers, they continue to be with us. Also, when we pray for
them, we search our memories of them. If they have offended us before, we need to forgive them.
Conversely, if we have ever offended against them, we need to ask for their forgiveness.
Furthermore, the fact that the living is praying for the deceased indicates that the living person
has many opportunities to review his own state of life, reflect on his shortcomings and strengths,
and adjust his deficiencies so he can re-create and re-model himself to have a better relationship
with other people, nature and God.

With these reflections, let us (who are still walking the journey of life) take every step of our lives
with joy, not fear. To conclude, the theme of this Sunday is: in Christ (the King), we learn to give
and sacrifice, and in Him we do not fear death and are full of hope and light.



