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11/11 10:30am Mass for deceased at Sacred Heart Chapel, Rookwood Rookwood
(Sat) Cemetery, followed by blessing of graves at Chinese Catholic Cemetery

Lawn and prayers for the deceased. All are welcome.
Address: Hawthorne Ave., Rookwood NSW 2141

4:30pm Novena devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help and monthly Asiana
prayer for our deceased relatives and friends. Centre
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November 5" 2017 Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)

They tie up heavy burdens hard to
carry and lay them on people's
shoulders, but they will not lift a
finger to move them

(Matthew 23:4)
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All communlty members are cordially invited to attend the Ordination of John Ting to the Holy Order of
Deacons on Wednesday 22nd November 2017 at 7pm at St Mary's Cathedral. We offer our congratulations to
John and Fiona and let us keep John in our prayers as he prepares to be ordained to the Permanent
Diaconate.
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1% reading # e TER Wis 6:12-16

2" reading 3 5o EEGLR AT R 1 Thes 4:13-18

Gospel ABF 5T 4G5 Mt 25:1-13

Cantonese Catechumen class has commenced and is still accepting enrolment ° Please invite your non-believer
friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith - Catholics are also encouraged to join in to renew their
faith - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person °
Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199
for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church - We are studying the “St o Paul's Letter to the Romans” by using the Little Rock
Scripture Reading Method - All are welcome to join us.
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“The Darling of Fortune” Jessie Wang

My name is Jessie and may I be a messenger of Peace in Our Lord, as member of the Western Sydney Chinese
Catholic Community and also an active member of the THS. Before starting, I wish to share a quote from the
Scriptures: “Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and
before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:4-5) Ilove this
quotation so much that I consider it to be a presumed reply given me to the question why I was a Catholic at so
young an age. The reason why life was difficult after [ was converted? The reason why I am so young to have
the choice to be a member of this Community of Faith? The rationale why I take an opposite view in matters of
value of the modern world?”” The reason I discover is that when I was still in the womb of my mother, God has
made a wonderful planning for my life, being the sheep in His fold. Our hope in life depends on our reliance
and preparedness to fulfill His holy will.

As part of pastoral service to our Community, a series of Talks was organized by CCPC. “Family Talk” was the
subject of a spiritual talk conducted by Mr. Anthony Leung, Marriage and Family Therapist. The subject in
Chinese is “The Darling of Fortune” as all the participants in this talk shared the privileges in the true sense of
Fortune. What I am going to share my family story in the light of deep personal gratitude. I was born in Changle,
Fuzhou, Fujian, China. When I was still in the womb of my mother, my mother and my father became
catechumen and at around the age of five, the whole family was baptized and became Catholic. At the age seven,
my father died of alcohol poisoning and my Mom remained a widow throughout to bring up myself and my
brother. The concept of single parent was dawned on to me at the age around twenty and in my subconscious
mind [ have never had a father all in my life. Even during the time when my Father was alive, | have never had
the experience of paternal love. From the infantile memory, my father’s addiction to alcohol made him beating
my mother, including me sometimes. My mother told me I was beaten at the age of two, beaten to crying and
further beating continued until laughing. Up to the present moment, I feel the fortune that my father died early,
otherwise my family will face the problem Quo vadis (where are you going?) In this family of mine, I learnt
from experience that there are several factors that must be available in order to be happy. First and foremost is
the choice of your better half. Second, people cannot, if at all possible, be changed by others. Thirdly, everyone
has to pay the price of one’s own deeds. It is sad to recall the miserable life of my father. After his death no one
would remember his existence. A widow with two children has no social support and, as the Chinese saying
goes, social support is dependent on family assets. The opposite for love is not hatred, it is Indifferent! Our
family of three survived through this apathetic environment by clinging to one and another. Mom always said
that people tend to bully others but heaven always protects the weak.

The greater the hardship we have to face, the greater the providential support we would receive. Our sources of
material support could best be explained in the story of a widow in the Bible. Her only livelihood was a limited
quantity of oil and flour. However, her supply never exhausted. Our family of three people solely relied on a
meagre rental income from the old house. Yet it was sufficient to support a family of three persons until the
whole family became immigrants to Australia, covering all the landing costs. I have to give thanks to my Mom
for her steadfast loyalty to the family, even at the hands of domestic violence of my father, keeping the family
tight and firm when her children needed her most, she never abandoned her duty. I am now 30 years old, when
I looked back, the most difficult journey in our family life in the 30 years was perhaps our childhood years.
Later on, I learned that the key factor to overcome hardship in life is the preservation of Faith and Conscience.
If God is willing to care for me, and I am willing to rely on Him. Through changes in time, the fruit of blessing
will become manifest. ( To be continued...)



