¥ % /= / Upcoming Events

20/8 TEZ@ELT FA YR ATARE (R5F) Lre
(2% p)
2078 TE-REEIZ e e R T RRE 6 TR EHES TEEBE | FEIAAR
() e AJoﬁwgma’étig Bt R KA smad
26/8 TIEr-opiepr E AP SRS T
(2#>) G URE g o= K’\ PP sow ok R PRRR IR - Ae4h
(Kt 7 2 G RE )
27/8 Tz 5 &% v 3t St. Joachim, Lidcombe # {7 o @iz i 4ot o St. Joachim,
(¥ 0p) Lidcombe
9/9 B2 opEE BE R g URE PN RS 22 L E o FiDE ok | BN # R
(E4-) BE R AT EREHNE S oG Elad H e cn@g RaR L o |
10/9 54t B A AR TR AR AE L R Te s
(28 0) Simon Liu (0411 377 618)& Mary Liu (0412 261 196
y
20/8 3pm - 5pm THS Kids Prayer Meeting (English) Asiana Centre
(Sun)
20/8 1:30pm — 3pm Sacred Heart of Jesus Group and the Adult Catechists Group are Saint Peter
(Sun) organising a movie appreciation gathering. The title of the movie is Julian’s Church
called “Our Lady of Fatima”. The language spoken is Mandarin with | Hall (Sussex St
Chinese subtitle. All are welcome. Entrance)
26/8 2pm - 4pm Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration. Please open the invitation | Asiana Centre
(Sat) to any of your relatives & friends to join and pray together in front of
the Blessed Sacrament.
(Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available.)
27/8 3pm Multicultural Mass at St. Joachim, Lidcombe. All welcome. St. Joachim,
(Sun) Lidcombe
9/9 6:30pm The Adult Catechists Group is celebrating its 30" anniversary with a The Eight
(Sat) dinner. All are welcome to come to share this happy occasion with the | Seafood
group. Please make bookings through Elsa or other Adult Catechists. | Restaurant,
Chinatown.
10/9 9:30am Children Baptism; age 6 years old or under. Applications forms to be | Asiana Centre
(Sun) obtained and lodged at reception area at SPJ or Asiana Centre. For
details, contact Mary Liu on 0412 261196 or Simon Liu on 411 377
618
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CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL COMMUNITY

2Ry pk: Asiana Centre (37 7' ® « ), 38 Chandos Street, Ashfield NSW 2131
@ =+ 202 info@ccpe.net.au 3 B A 4 1k . www.cepce.net.au Tel: 8005 1398, Fax: 8580 5135
A iz 7 48/4 < Chaplains: Fr. Joseph Lu OFM . § # < 7 3 : 0431 962 786
Fr. Jacob Wang % £ 4G4 < 7 35 0488 042 077
i3 % Sisters: Sr. Teresa Chiu T 3%5: (02) 9716 6460 & 2 : (02) 9799 1377
Sr. Agnes Chang 7 #%: (02) 9560 3071
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August 20" 2017 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)

“Please, Lord, for even the
dogs eat the scraps that fall
from the table of their
masters.” (Mt 15:27)
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Studio of Annibale Carracci (1560-1609)

Christ and the Woman of Canaaan
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Cantonese Catechumen class has commenced and is still accepting enrolment ° Please invite your non-believer
friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith - Catholics are also encouraged to join in to renew their
faith - Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

T 4 p 3 . Next Sunday Readings:

1% reading 3 E- RHCR I Is 22:19-23
2" reading 3 2‘_: . 253 Rom 11:33-36
Gospel A& B ¥ AES Mt 16:13-20

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person °
Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol » Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199
for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church - We are studying the “St Paul's Letter to the Romans” by using the Little Rock
Scripture Reading Method ° All are welcome to join us.
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Blessed Assunta Pallota Of China Sr. Teresa Chiu

Between April and May this year and prior to my home leave, I joined with my friends on a tour for one week
for a Retreat at Dongergou, Taiyuan, Shanxi, China. The Retreat was conducted for group of some 300
Catholics, within the confines of the parochial premises, for prayers, meditation, Mass, Spiritual Talks and
Confession. All these activities were confined to the parish church compound. For accommodation of this
Group, the premises of the former child care centre was converted to sleeping quarters, rest area and meal
centre. The Group of over 300 Catholic of varying ages shared in common and humbly in the old and simple
class-rooms.

On entering these old class-rooms, I noticed a familiar face of a nun on the board. I found out later that she is
the Blessed Assunta Pallota, a member of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary. Over hundred years ago, after
she took her perpetual vow, she left Rome, heading to Taiyuan, Shanxi under the instructions of her Superior
as a missionary. In those earlier days, the journey from Europe to the Orient was full of difficulties and
obstacles. But that was what she wanted most in her missionary dream. Her linguistic skill was restricted to
her native tongue in Italian, neither could she speaks French nor the multi-dialectic tongues of Chinese
Language. All Assunta wanted was to spell out the Holy Name of Jesus, disregarding all other worries.

During the Retreat, I took a stroll in the afternoon and entered what looked like a class-room on the left hand-
side of Church. [ was surprised to find that it was the original home and Memorial Hall of the Blessed Assunta.
The catechism class, her cell, and in the Memorial Hall, portraits, letters, and photos concerning her
beautification cause were in display. I was touched when I viewed the information. I have heard the name of
this saintly Sister but I did not know much of her life history. With this opportunity, I try to go deep into her
saintly life for purpose of introducing this Missionary Saint to our Community.

Brief History of Blessed Assunta: Born: 20th August 1878, in Force, L’Aquila, Italy, was baptized the next
day of her birth under the Christian name Assunta, in memory of the Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady.
As the eldest daughter of the family, she gained the trust and love of her parents. As she came from a poor
family, and as the eldest daughter of family, she took charge of all the domestic chores which helped her
develop hard-working character, diligent and thrifty. To her later days in religious community life, she was
willing to be the servant to all the servants, willingly to take up hardship in a humble spirit.

Assunta had a pious soul and a fervent heart at a tender age and the seed of religious vocation began to
germinate. As she became older, her spiritual director - the parish priest became aware of her spiritual
development and recommended Assunta for an interview with the Bishop in 1897. After several trials, Assunta
was finally permitted to enter the Franciscan Missionary of Mary in 1898 at the age of 20. In her conventual
life, Assunta was noted for her virtues in humility and gentleness, not only to her superiors but also to her
fellow sisters as an exemplary model. In the 19th Century, the Europeans had little knowledge of China, but
Assunta chose to join a Missionary Congregation. She took her perpetual vow on 13th Feb 1904 and in March,
she was assigned to the China Mission in Taiyuan, Shanxi. Before she left, she gained an audience with Pope
Pious X who gave encouragement to all the missionary nuns to be prepared for sufferings for the name of
Jesus Christ. On 18th June, the same year, Assunta joined the Convent at Dongergou, her work is like feeding
swine, cattle, milking, farming, cooking and laundering etc.

Assunta was delighted in her works and just for nine months, she was struck down with typhus epidemic and
on 7th April, 1905, she passed away. At the time of her death, she cried out in Chinese, “Eucharist,
Eucharist” before she closed her eyes. Apparently she was received by her Chaste Spouse. Then a miracle
happened. The whole room was impregnated with a strange fragrance. A series of miracles happened. That
was the way how her Chase Spouse manifested the humility of Blessed Assunta. In 1913, in the disinterment
of the human remains of Sister Assunta from the Cemetery at Ci Jan He for the religious sisters, the Bishop
Eugenius Massi OFM, North Shanxi Apostolic Vicariate documented the incorruptible dead body.

Her Cause of beautification was then introduced and on 7th Nov, 1954, Assunta was declared a Blessed.

For the past century, devotion to Blessed Assunta has been spreading on and in 1981, Biography of Blessed
Assunta was published in Taiwan and in 2002, the Guangqi Press of Shanghai re-produced this Biography for
wider circulation. In 2004, the Biography of Assunta was reprinted in Italy. More and more readers wish to
learn and imitate the humility and serenity of the Blessed Assunta.



