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Cantonese Catechumen class has commenced and is still accepting enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends
and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please
contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Romans” by using the Little Rock
Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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“Salt of the Earth” John Li

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored?
It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.” (Matt.5:13)

Salt is an essential item in our daily living and as an analogy to our Christian life, it is an indispensable element.
In Chinese history, starting from Qing Dynasty, Salt Tax became an important source in national revenue from
collection of Salt Monopoly from Salt Merchants. But what is the true meaning of “Salt of the Earth” for the
Christians in the Bible?

In Leviticus, the Jews were told: “You shall not omit from your grain offerings the salt of the covenant with
your God; with all your offerings you shall offer salt.” (Lev.2:13)

In chemistry, common salts are compounds of sodium chloride in crystal form, with salty taste and can blend
with many food items. Before its salty taste is released, salt crystal must undergo from the solid state to liquid
state, either through heating, mixing or diluting. This condition can be reflected in our Christian faith when a
Christian through the powers of Holy Spirit turn the individual from a solid state into a liquid state so as to
integrate into a Christian community, or more correctly in fellowship with Jesus Christ in a community of love
as demonstrated in Acts 4:32 — “Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul.” The
meaning of such fellowship, according to the teachings of St. Paul referred to the fact that Christians are united
with Christ through faith and baptism, sharing the mystery of Christ, died with Christ in sins and resurrected to
new life. (Rom 6:3; Eph 2:5) In modern times, even the salts that lost its taste are used as an effective means in
prevention of traffic accidents. In some cold countries in Europe, after snow storms, the Government would
conduct clearing operations on major roads and as a means to prevent slipping or falling, will spread rock salt
on major traffic routes to reduce the risk of slipping or from fall of pedestrians. Rock salt when melts, will break
up frozen road surface, and the left-over residue will serve as sand and grid against slipping. This is exactly
what the Bible says “thrown out and trampled under foot.” In a community of faith, even the laity who appeared
to have no significant position in the community, always in a humble role, served the Lord as a silent witness
for the whole community.

Infusion of saline water is often seen in hospital wards, though such liquid has medications or nutrients added.
From this angle, saline water is very important medium to preserve lives.

St. John has declared in his Letters that the followers the Words of Life will be in fellowship with those (apostles
and disciples) who bear witnesses for Christ and His Father (Ref. John I -1:3; [1:24), hence they are in fellowship
with His apostles and disciples. We can take the whole world as the ultimate Tribunal and the End Time has
begun with the birth of Jesus Christ. Those who accept witnesses for the Kingdom of God and repent, will be
saved. This also means those followers who bear witnesses to God’s Kingdom will be saved. That is the typical
worldview of all Christians. In religious terms, bearing witnesses is not restricted in words or statements given
in a court of law, but in our way of life compatible to our faith, even to the extreme of martyrdom. Pope Paul
V1in his proclamation Evangelli nuntiandi 1975 declared that the primary way of propagation of the Gospel by
the Church is based on the witnessing of the lives of the Christians. Salt on Earth is clearly not confined to taste
in food, but to bear witness of the advent of the Kingdom of God.

There are two perquisite conditions for being Salt of the Earth. Fellowship (Communion) and Bearing Witnesses.
In other words, we have to be in fellowship within our Community of Faith and as personal commitment to
such belief, we have to bear witness in our daily living.



