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20/5 4:30pm Novena Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Asiana Centre
(Sat)
27/5 2pm - 4pm | Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration. Please open Asiana Centre
(Sat) the invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join and
pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
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Cantonese Catechumen class has commenced on 12/2/2017 and are still accepting enrolment. Please invite
your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also encouraged to
join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person. Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401
058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Romans” by using the
Little Rock Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.

The Lord is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
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I am the gate. Whoever enters through me
will be saved, and will come in and go out
and find pasture. (Jn 10:9)
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The Three States of the Church John Li

The pre-Vat.Il Catechism taught there are three states of the Church founded by Our Lord Jesus Christ:
(1) The Glorified Church or the Triumph Church referring to all saints in Heaven;
(2) The Militant Church or the Pilgrim Church, referring to the Church on earth, engaging in battle with
Satan; and
(3) The Suftering Church referring those holy souls in purgatory.
But in our new Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) #954-955 made further clarification in these words:
“The three states of the Church. When the Lord comes in glory, and all his angels with him, death will
be no more and all things will be subject to him. But at the present time some of his disciples are pilgrims on
earth. Others have died and are being purified, while still others are in glory, contemplating [in full light, God
himself triune and one exactly as he is.] ”
“So it is that the union of the wayfarers with the brethren who sleep in the peace of Christ is in no
way interrupted, but on the contrary, according to the constant faith of the Church, this union is reinforced by
an exchange of spiritual goods.”

The liturgical life of the Community is based in St. Joseph’s Chapel, Asiana Centre. It is unfortunate that we
used to mention of Asiana Centre without mentioning St. Joseph. It is also strange that we do not have a St.
Joseph's altar, perhaps due to repeated changes in the layout of the Chapel. Though without the elegance of a
private chapel, or any deliberate attempt in layout design, yet St. Joseph takes steps to arrange the layout for
the three states of the Church to be present at the same time and in the same place.

It all started some twenty years ago when a group of deceased relatives and friends of our Community
members applied to install the memorial plaque in St. Joseph’s Chapel with the promise that a mass will be
offered every month by a Franciscan priest for the repose of those whose names are commemorated in the
name plaque. It started for some over ten names as a start and now it is over some 200. Perhaps we might
have overlooked that during liturgical celebration, the “congregation” will include the three states of the
Church. The name plaques, displayed in the cabin are just outside the vestry on the right-hand side of the altar.
This unplanned arrangement fully reflects the communion with the saints and communion with the dead when
the Community as members of Pilgrim Church conducts liturgical celebration.

“We believe in the communion of all the faithful of Christ, those who are being purified, and the blessed in
heaven, all together forming one Church and we believe that in this communion, the merciful love of God and
his saints is always attentive to our prayers.”(CCC#962)

Communion of saints is an article of faith and intercession of saints is possible through the three states of the
Church. As St. Dominic said to his brothers at time of dying:” Do not weep, for I shall be more useful to you
after my death and I shall help you then more effectively than during my life.”

Our St. Joseph’s Chapel is too small in the Archdiocese as to be listed in the diocesan directory. However,
through the intervention of St. Joseph, the three states of the Church can be reflected upon in its layout. There
is a pair of Classic Parallel Inscription in a small church in China and I wish to borrow it to dedicate to our St.
Joseph Chapel:

Small Chapel Concerns not the Greatness of God,
After all, a Small Congregation is a Multitude of Saints.



