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4/4 8:00pm Asiana "Ching Ming" Mass followed by installation of new memorial
(Tue) Centre plaques into the Memorial Cabinet
7/4 6:30pm Asiana Mass to thank the great love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. All are
(Fri) Centre welcome.
17/4 9:30am to Starts from | 2017 Walkathon organised by UNSW CASS. The fund raised by
(Mon) 3:00pm St Mary’s | this charity event will benefit Asiana Centre ACEP Building Fund,
Cathedral | Australian Catholic Youth Festival and a Charity Run4Heart.
Please contact the leader of any CCPC group or Thomas Wong of
Asiana Centre Association 0414 341361.
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March 26,2017 4™ Sunday in Lent (Year A)

[Jesus] smeared the clay on [the mans]
eyes, and said to him, “Go wash in the Pool
of Siloam.” (Jn 9:6-7)
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22/04/17 (% # = ) 6-9pm, 23/04/17 (% # B ) 4-7pm
29/04/17 (% # = ) 6-9pm, 30/04/17 (% # B ) 4-7pm

< 3 p 2 2&: Next Sunday Readings:

1 reading # g B RIRE AT Ezek 37:12-14
2" reading B il BB A % Rom 8:8-11
Gospel B AR Jn11:1-45

Enneagram workshops to be run by Anne/Eddie in Asiana Centre: All are welcome.
Dates and time for the four workshops:

22/04/17 (Sat) 6-9pm, 23/04/17 (Sun) 4-7pm
29/04/17 (Sat) 6-9pm, 30/04/17 (Sun) 4-7pm
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Janet Chung
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Faith
Janet Chung

I was devastated when I first read 2 Maccabees Chapter 7. It was the story about a woman
who lost all her seven sons and her own life because they did not obey the king to eat the
unclean flesh. Not only the brutal torture and cruel punishment that terrified me, God did not
recuse them just as He did to those three Hebrews in Daniel 3:1-30 puzzled me a lot too. In
Daniel, three Hebrews refused to worship the statue of the king and were being thrown into the
furnace. A miracle happened and they walked out without any harm. This is the story I like,
with a happy ending. But why those seven brothers who were facing even worse suffering did
not get a miracle? Both rather sacrificed their lives in great suffering than to denounced God.
As in Matthew 5:11 Jesus called them blessed, “Blessed are you when men revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.”

In the past few years, I prayed to Jesus for miracle healing to friends who suffered from
terminal disease. But it never happened and they passed away one by one. Why? I heard a lot of
stories about miracle healing happened even now. But why didn’t it happen to my friends.

I attended a talk years ago about suffering, the speaker Fr Richard Leonard said “God is
light and in Him no darkness I John 1:5, so deadly and destructive things cannot be in the
nature of and actions of God.” Thus, sufferings are not punishment. I found it comforting. Fr
Richard said though we didn’t know why it happened but surely God was wiping with us. I
couldn’t understand why God so powerful and yet He couldn’t do anything but only cried with
us.

There are many ‘hypothesis’ when prayers not being answered, God gives us free will,
suffering is from our wrong decision, wait patiently, not the right time yet, God has a better
plan, the prayers are not fervently enough, ask earnestly and persistently...etc. None of them
satisfying. I don’t know the answer, and I think no one does, perhaps, until we finally meet God
face to face. After all, we are only human created by God, how can we understand our creator.

Over a year ago my health was being threatened again. Just when I thought it was the end, I
suddenly realized God was in control. He is the most powerful and almighty, and most
importantly, He loves me. So what to worry? I couldn’t do anything anyway, even I worry,
would not change the situation. Actually I learned all these already but never really got into me.
But all of a sudden, I was enlightened, like the blind restored the sight. Then I submitted myself
in His hands and faced my ordeal one step at a time. Fear subsided and replaced with peace. |
didn’t know what would happen next but I knew I was secured in His hands, live or die.
Suddenly I recognized that was faith.

Daniel 3:17-18

If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace; and
he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will
not serve your gods or worship the golden image which you have set up.”

Miracle is still happening everyday, we just have to have faith to recognize it. I didn’t ask
for a miracle healing this time. None the less, merciful God granted me a speedy recovery. Life
fills with ups and downs and no one knows what tomorrow will bring, trust in Him and live by
Faith.



