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3/2 6:30pm Asiana Mass to thank the great love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. All are
(Fri) Centre welcome.
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Beatrice Hai - 0481 571 188; Catherine Chan - 0408 889 898; Susanna Chui - 0405 331 611
Email - ccpecsundayschool@live.com.au
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Sunday School classes will commence on 12th February. Enrolment is now opened for new student.
Location at St Peter Julian's church - Classes are provided for children aged 3 to 12

Location at Asiana Centre- Classes are provided for children aged 5 to 12 years old

Please contact us for further details and enrolment.

If any community member is interested to join the children catechist group to facilitate the classes please
contact: Beatrice Hai - 0481 571 188; Catherine Chan - 0408 889 898; Susanna Chui - 0405 331 611
Email - ccpesundayschool@live.com.au

Cantonese Catechumen class will commence on 12/2/2017 and are now accepting enrolment. Please invite
your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also encouraged to
join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person. Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401
058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Romans” by using the
Little Rock Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us. The gathering on 25/12 will be
cancelled.
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When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the
mountain, and after he had sat down, his
disciples came to him. He began to teach
them. (Mt 5:1-2)
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Fra Angelico, The sermon on the Mount,

1437-1445
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Re-organize Our Way of Life according to Original Aim in Matter of Faith Fr Joseph Lu OFM

First of all, wishing every member of our Community, brothers and sisters a Happy Lunar New Year with the
blessing of God like the rains in spring.

Recently, we have been celebrating Christmas, the New Year and the Chinese Lunar New Year. In every
celebration, we have a theme. For Christmas, we commemorate the Nativity of Christ, the New Year being the
First Day of Gregorian Calendar, and the Chinese New Year, being the first day of Lunar Calendar. Though the
theme in each is different, but they share the same purpose.

On these three festival period, we can reflect on our ways of life and review the mode we were in so that we can
orientate the direction of our faith. The San Zi Jing or The Three Characters Classic, or Trimetric Classic, was
the primary text book for all the children in China according to Confucian tradition. It begins by saying: “People
at birth, are naturally good (kind hearted), their natures are similar, their habits make them different (from each
other)”. It is an universal truth that during infancy, their nature being so close that there is almost identical.
However, due to changes in environment and external influences, their habits would change. This elementary
truth has a hidden meaning that if we do not look back to our intention and ideal, we might gradually lose our
orientation, and getting far away from our original target. It is identical to those happy couples on their
anniversary day of marriage. They would bring their original intention home, no matter they are rich or poor, in
sickness or in health, and they will not depart from each other.

Christian way of life requires frequent review of our past from where we began the journey of faith. Questions
such as why we were baptized at the beginning, and how we began to join this Community. Otherwise we would
separate from our original aim such as changes of personnel transfers, or result from misunderstanding and
conflicts with other members of the Community. We have a great saint in our Church, i.e. St. Francis of Assisi,
and at times of his death, he told his little brothers at his bedside, “Brothers, right up to the present moment, we
have achieved nothing. Let us make new attempts to start now.” At this time of the year, we have three great
festivals to celebrate, encouraging us to move forward. We can move further on, however, we should not forget
the way home, and most of all, forget who we are.

The birth of Christ will definitely ignite our flame of joy, hope and peace and because of His Birth, we have our
life extended in perpetuity and at the same time realized that we are but a simple and imperfect soul in need of
growth. Both New Year and Lunar New Year are gifts from God for our growth in our culture. In this period of
cultural growth, we would come to understand the importance of the mystery of His Presence in our family, in
our brothers and sisters. That is the reason why we would have our celebration of Honouring Our Ancestors and
Offering Sacrifice to Heaven liturgy particularly for those who left their home land as immigrants under the
Southern Cross. It is a simple expression that we have not forgotten our origin and our original intention.

I wish you all a Happy New Year, full of graces and mercy from our Lord.
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