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January 8, 2017 The Epiphany of the Lord (Year A)
They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and
on entering the house they saw the child
with Mary his mother... (Mt 2:10-11)
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Rubens, Adoration of the Magi. Between
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Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
ggrgscir;.g Pfleaze ter.llcourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 < 3 p 3 &: Next Sunday Readings:

or details.
Catechism Refresher gatheri‘ng meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 locatgd on 1% reading 5w T e AR Is 49:3.5-6
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Romans” by using the ond roadin St - TR ! 1 Cor 1:1-3
Little Rock Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us. The gathering on 25/12 will be g o :é; . " '
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Joy, Peace, Thanksgiving and Moving Forward Fr. Joseph Lu OFM
As time goes by, the Year of 2017 has started. Happy New Year to all brother and sister in our Community,
wishing you & your family joy and peace. During the new year we shall trace out ceaselessly the footsteps of
Our Lord. We shall give thanks to God for all His gifts, irrespective that some are sweet, some bitter, some
successful and some challenging. For the successful ones, we enjoy the happiness, even the challenging ones, we
were filled with hope and as a new drive to discover our new identity. Are you ready to move forward and to meet

new challenges in the year ahead?

For some people, they survive better amidst hardship and for some, they become slack. For some of our brothers
and sisters, they turn to God when they are in difficulties, and unfortunately for some, they fail to see the love of
God and His presence and turn away. When we experience difficult period, it is not the time to leave your family
members, and it is not the time to desert your God. For reason of love, your family members all care for you, and
you are carried by God in His arms all the way. As we are children of God, or we would say that our Christian
faith does not exempt us from our personal difficulty. Our heavenly Father is just as much as our own parents
who would guide us how to encounter difficulty with a strong conviction to lead a happy life. Human life whether

the living, the old and the dead, is completely in the hands of God, in whom we have the hope to live on.

On the first day of the new year, the Church’s liturgy taught us to turn to face the Holy Mother, and to see how
she was chosen to fill the role as the Mother of God in the capacity of Mary. She had encountered numerous
difficulties during her lifetime. Right from the beginning, she met the strong opposition from the strict Jewish
laws and customs against the conception by the Holy Spirit. Later on, at time of giving birth of her Son, there
was no place for them except in the stable, being the only alternative. After her giving birth, the Holy Family was
endangered again of their lives and they had to flee from their native land. Like all other families, children were
lost during their juvenile years. When her own son turned to adulthood, He had to face the danger of losing His
life. She watched with great pain her Son was tortured and abused on the cross until death. Amidst all such
difficulties, she never opted abandonment and she chose to live with difficulties and made absolutely no attempt
to seek solution outside the will of God, as she completely confided her trust in God. When everything turned out

to be hopeless, there turns out a sign of Hope — the Resurrection of Jesus Christ!

It seems inappropriate to commence discussion of our difficulties and pains of life at the commencement of a
new year. However, it is my personal opinion, that should we understand the true meaning, we would be happy
and peaceful, and will not be deterred to move forward, no longer be in a state of sadness. If we understood the
true meaning behind the difficulties we are facing or we have faced, it could teach us to treasure what we have

and learn more how to maintain a true and practical relationship with our God.

Lastly, let us not forget to pray for Fr. Martin who left us on 27" last month on completion of his tour of chaplaincy
to our Community and returned to Singapore. As Fr. Martin would be responsible for several big challenges later
on. Our Community is very grateful for his service all these years, and for each and every one of us, our
Community should offer our thanks to God for the service in love and to bear witness for what we are in the
Community today. I would request you all to pray for me so that in your prayer and love, I would understand my
role as chaplaincy, and furthermore, as someone who serve you all. Let us join hand in hand, in mind and soul,
to serve God our Lord.
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