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3/12 10:30am | Asiana Advent Spiritual Activity — Guest speaker Fr Harry Chan OFM
(Sat) to 5pm Centre Topic: "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us."
(Jn 1:14)
There will be faith talks, Mass, Eucharistic Adoration and Sacrament
of Reconciliation. (Lunch will be provided)
Registration: Please contact Candy Lui 0437695744 or Simon Liu
0411377618 or email to candymylui@gmail.com
4/12 9:30am Asiana Anointing of the Sick will be administered by Fr. Martin Low during
(Sun) Centre Mass. Elderly and the sick are invited to join the celebration and to
receive the sacrament.
17/12 6:15pm Club Fr Martin's Farewell Party
(Sat) Central Australian Catholic Chinese Community (ACCC) will be holding a
2 Crofts | farewell party for Fr Martin Low.
Ave Dinner cost: Adult $50, Children (12 years of age and under) $20
Hurstville | Please contact Mary Liu 0412 261 196 or Simon Liu 0411 377 618 or
Joseph Chow 0418 600 382 or Yuan Chyi Chan 0403 530 604 for
dinner tickets.
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Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person. Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401
058 199 for details.
Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Romans” by using the
Little Rock Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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“In those days before the flood... they did
not know until the flood came and carried
them all away...” (Mt 24:38-39)
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Advent: DARKNESS AND LIGHT

The Advent candles demonstrate the strong contrast between darkness and light. In the Bible, Christ is referred to as
the “Light of the World” contrasted with the darkness of sin. Human history spanned long ages before our
prophesied Savior would finally make his appearance, and God’s promise to make all things new through him. As
his Advent, or “coming,” draws nearer another candle is lit, with each candle dispelling the darkness a little more.
Thus, the Advent candles help us to spiritually contemplate the great drama of salvation history that surrounds the
birth of God Incarnate who comes to redeem the human race.

The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the “Prophet’s Candle” reminding us that Jesus is coming. The
2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the “Bethlehem Candle” reminding us of Mary and Joseph’s journey
to Bethlehem. The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the “Shepherd’s Candle” reminding us of the Joy the
world experienced at the coming birth of Jesus. The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the “Angel’s
Candle” reminding us of the message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.”
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“Where are you going?”  Fr Martin Low OFM

Next year, from February to June 2017, I’'m going off for my sabbatical leave to do some renewal program in
Beijing. I’ll finish my ministry in Sydney on the 25" December 2016 and leave for Singapore on the 27™
December 2016. Upon my return from Beijing in 2017, I’ll be posted to Singapore for a term of 3 years taking
various appointments - Guardian of St Anthony’s Friary; Commissioner for the Holy Land; Heading the
Development and Communications Office; Chairing Property Development and maintenance of the Friary’s

building complex; Developing the Custody Library; Assisting in the Mandarin apostolate work.

Each time I answer the question “where are you going?”’ I have this thought at the back of my head, “Really? Is
this your final answer, Martin? What if God has something else in mind somewhere along the line?” And to that,

my mind self-replies, “Lord, Thy will be done.”

In the past 9 years of ministering in Sydney, my plans have changed from this to that and nothing surprises me
anymore. God is a God of surprises and I embrace any surprise because I believe He is with me in my adventures.
The very spirit of St Francis, both active and contemplative, soaring towards God and searching at the margins
captures my imagination and makes me want to follow his soul’s itinerary to God. My wish is that this sabbatical
leave will fill my mind with transformative knowledge and experience so as to fill my heart with perfect charity

for charity being the highest form of love.

St Francis of Assisi instructed all the brothers about work... that they should not abandon holy prayer, go for alms,
and work with hands like the other brothers, for good example, and for the benefit of their souls as well as others,
to imitate pure and holy simplicity, holy prayer, and Lady Poverty. My life should be a life for others. A life of
deep prayer. A life of simplicity and poverty, a life poured out and shared. This is only possible if my desire is for
God and for God alone. My initial love for St Francis still is, by the way, is his simplicity, simply desiring God

alone.

And through these 9 years ministering in the Community, encountering many of you in my pastoral ministry and
time spent at meals, I have been inspired by your faith and your desire for God, which in turn, fuels mine. Your
many prayers have sustained and protected me and for that I am very grateful. And for the days I have not been

a true brother to you, I apologise for my insensitivity and for failing to witness to God’s sacrificial love.

I pray that as I further my new journey and deepen my spiritual life, you will remember me in your prayers. At
the same time, allow me to assure you of my prayers for you, and I will treasure the many memories we hold
together. Saying goodbye is difficult. However, it’s the time we spent together that matters, not how we left it.

God Bless and do keep in touch!



