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2/11 8pm Asiana November is a special time to pray for the dead. All are invited to

(Wed) Centre celebrate Mass of All Souls followed by the installation of memorial
plaques of the deceased.

19/11 10am Rockwood | Mass for deceased at Sacred Heart Chapel, Rookwood

(Sat) Cemetery, followed by blessing of graves at Chinese Catholic Lawn
and prayers for the deceased. All are welcome.
Address: Hawthorne Ave., Rookwood NSW 2141

3/12 10:30am | Asiana Advent Spiritual Activity - Guest speaker Fr Harry Chan OFM

(Sat) to Spm Centre Topic: "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among
us." (Jn 1:14)
There will be faith talks, Mass, Eucharistic Adoration and
Sacrament of Reconciliation. (Lunch will be provided)
Registration: Please contact Candy Lui 0437695744 or Simon Liu
0411377618 or email to candymylui@gmail.com
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You will find the "Book of Life" at the enquiry desk every Sunday Mass at both Asiana Centre and SPJ.

You are welcome to write prayers and petitions for yourself and for our community. This “Book of Life" will be
presented on the Feast of Christ the King at St Mary's Cathedral on 20 November, 2016.

Please join thousands of other Catholics to “Walk With Christ” on the Feast of Christ the King.

Let your presence make a statement about the gift of the Eucharist for the world.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Romans” by using the Little Rock
Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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October 30, 2016, Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)

“Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must
stay at your house.” (Lk 19:5)
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MULTICULTURAL MASS, St Mary’s Cathedral Celebrated by BISHOP TERRY BRADY On Sunday
November 27th at 2pm. For more information contact: Kylie Cullen on (02) 9390 5923 or
immigration@sydneycatholic.org

THE ORDER OF MALTA LOURDES DAY MASS The Order of Malta invites all parishioners to
Lourdes Day Mass to be celebrated at St Mary’s Cathedral on Saturday, 3 December at 10.00am. A
Blessing of the sick will take place during the celebration of the Liturgy with water brought from the
spring at the Shrine of Lourdes. Those receiving the Blessing will also be provided with a bottle of
Lourdes Water for their personal use.
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INNOCENCE TO AWARENESS Fr Martin Low OFM
Genesis 3 was viewed as the moment when original sin entered humanity. In that story, a serpent persuades Eve to eat from
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. She does and so does Adam. These events were called The Fall, a theological
tragedy that resulted in our sin nature, severed our relationship with God, and created a need for a Savior who could save
us from our sin and restore our relationship with God. This interpretation of Genesis 3 is common, but is it supported by
the text? Here are observations about the Genesis 3 story and its characters: (1) Traditionally, the serpent in this story is
viewed as Satan or the Devil. But it is important to recognize that Genesis 3 never equates the serpent with Satan. There’s
not even an implication that the two are the same. In the ancient world, serpents were common symbols of wisdom, rebirth,
and eternal life. Is it surprising that this serpent is talking about not dying and being like God and knowing all things? (2).
Genesis 3 does not contain any Hebrew words that translate to “sin.” The first instance in the Bible of a Hebrew word that
translates to “sin” is in Genesis 4 when God is speaking to Cain. (3). The term “Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil”
contains a rhetorical tool in which two contrasting terms are combined to refer to an entirety. In this case, the contrasting
terms “good” and “evil” are combined to mean “everything.” The meaning of the term is thus “Tree of the Knowledge of
Everything.” When Eve took the fruit, she wanted to gain wisdom. It doesn’t appear that way in the text. It seems that Eve
wants to be more like her Creator. (4). When God comes looking for Adam and Eve after they eat, he does not seem angry
with them. In their initial conversation, Adam and Eve act like embarrassed children who have been caught by their parent
as they pass the blame around. (5). God curses the serpent, not Adam and Eve. God tells the humans that their lives will
now be more difficult because of what they have done. God creates coverings of skin for Adam and Eve. It seems that God
realizes the shame that they feel in their nakedness and he moves towards them and provides them with coverings so that
they do not need to feel their shame any longer. God says that Adam and Eve have become “like one of us in knowing good
and evil.” God says nothing about a severed relationship between divinity and humanity in this passage.

So, what should we make of these observations? First, this isn’t a story about Original Sin. Eden is a symbol for innocence
and harmony. The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil is a literary device that conveys the idea of a gateway from
innocence to awareness. When God tells Adam and Eve not to eat from the Tree, the original audience for this story would
have known exactly what Adam and Eve would do. What do children immediately want to do when they are told not to do
something? They want to do it! Are parents surprised when their children disobey them? Of course not. Every parent knows
that a child’s innocence cannot be maintained forever. And along with a child’s loss of innocence comes a greater awareness
of difficulty and complexity in life. This understanding is echoed in Genesis 3.

Adam and Eve eat the fruit and become like God, knowing all things. Is this bad? God never says that it is. God tells Adam
and Eve that their actions will result in greater difficulty in life, but isn’t that the natural progression of things? Isn’t that
what happens when you move from innocence to awareness? Awareness brings with it the ability to choose what kind of
life to lead. I can choose negativity in the form of selfishness, jealousy, greed, materialism, pessimism, or violence. I can
also choose to cultivate love, joy, peace, and patience. But which is easier?

Modern psychology is getting better at explaining our tendency towards the negative by revealing that human beings have
an innate negativity bias. Is this why it’s easier to become resentful? Easier to feed on negative media than positive? Easier
to tear things apart than it is to restore what was broken? If negativity is the standard way the mind operates, if Jesus teaches
that the mind is the root of sin, and if Paul teaches that we can be transformed by renewing our mind, then I have to wonder
if our supposed “sin nature” is really just an ancient way of saying “negativity bias.”

It’s time to move beyond the theological impositions that are commonly placed on the Genesis 3 story. Any talk about The
Fall, Original Sin, or a severed relationship with God Genesis 3 isn’t there in the text. Instead, Genesis 3 is a reflection of
the difficulty that the awareness of our negative tendencies brings. It asks us what we will do with that awareness, a

challenge that we all must face as we progress through life.



