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29/10 2-4pm Asiana Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration.
(Sat) Centre Please open the invitation to any of your relatives & friends to
join and pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
2/11 8pm Asiana Installation of the new memorial plaques will follow the All
(Wed) Centre Souls’ Day mass. All are invited to come and pray for the
deceased.
# 2 News

MR g Ed o Lo 2 p (A2 ) P ELEL 3 T ETEAL Y SBEF
i '#;-3: Fooo G UBTREA Qo

ARITER | EFFTAARS R a2
v‘ TAARFAEIRFALL I AP LN FEITHAL AR o FALRL S 0§ RAEY G
B+ 1 (0401058 199) 4 34 -
LREREEYP P T -PFLAFOIFHARKE-BERZEGF - T ez 2
i TRE A o s FEF AR R T amLEs o D 54 -

Our Community Advent Spiritual Activity will be held at Asiana Centre on 3 Dec (Sat) from 10:30am to
5pm with our guest speaker Fr Harry Chan OFM.

Please reserve this date. More details will be posted in the next few weeks.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person. Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on
0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located
on the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Romans” by
using the Little Rock Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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(continued from previous page)

In the Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, the Pope mentioned that “Justice and mercy are not two
contradictory realities, but two dimensions of a single reality that unfolds progressively until it culminates in the fullness
of love.” “Justice is fundamental, mercy surpasses justice, but mercy is not opposed to justice.”

In this Holy Year of Mercy, the Pope specifically combines justice, peace and mercy, citing that all changes begin
with mercy. A world that only practices justice will be a cold and indifferent world, won’t you agree?
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23 October 2016, Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)

“O God, | thank you that I am not like the rest of
humanity—greedy, dishonest, adulterous—or even like this
tax collector.”” (Lk 18:11)
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The Pharisee and the Publican,
James Tissot, (1836-1902)

Bishop Terence Brady, on Thursday, 27 October 2016, 7.00pm at St Mary’s Cathedral, will celebrate a
Memorial Mass organised by Catholic Cemeteries & Crematoria. This will be a time for prayer and
reflection for pregnancy and infant loss. All are warmly welcomed. For further information please contact
the Catholic Cemeteries & Crematoria directly on 02 9616 6908 or email:
bereavementsupport@catholiccemeteries.com.au.

Month of Prayer and Fasting for Marriage and Families. Sunday 23th October.

Today and throughout this week we pray for the national discussion on marriage.

Holy Heavenly Father, grant that all Australians may show mutual respect for one another as we prepare
for a national people’s vote. Guide the hearts and minds of all who vote so that our nation may uphold

your plan for marriage and families. www.acmfc.org.au
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Justice and Mercy in the family
“If your mom and I fall into sea at the same time, who would you rescue first?!”
To all the husbands, how do you see this question?
A gentleman says “it is easy to have mercy in the family, just treat whatever the wife says is right!”

Yet another one says, “isn’t it merciful enough that | work hard to earn a living for the family and give them all plenty
to eat?! Honestly | don’t know whether she is too bored at home or something’s wrong with her mind, I’ve been tortured
by my boss all day long, | don’t expect slippers, hot towel and a nice cold beer when | get home, all | want is a cosy place
to rest and unwind. Why do | have to deal with this kind of question, are you trying to challenge my 1Q or my bottom line?
This is driving me nuts!”

“Do you think you can get away by walking into the bedroom without answering the question? | am very
disappointed with your silent attitude!”

Trying to explain oneself out is often seen as a cover up. So what happens is the long-winded wife makes the husbhand
withdraw, the withdrawing husband makes the wife more long-winded and this in turn makes the husband withdraw
further, it is a vicious circle.

Does one have to be merciful and accommaodating all the time in order to maintain a good relationship? Surely if the
truth is on my side, why can’t | give the other person a lesson? It won’t be fair to myself right!

If you win a fight at the expense of your relationship, is it worth it? Yet if everything is forgiven then why would we
still need justice? The Pope emphasises that God delights in forgiveness, but mercy does not mean that we are to be ‘Mr
Yes’ all the time and it is also not about undue leniency.

Maintaining a healthy relationship in the family is the responsibility of all the members, it cannot be attributed to any
single party. Justice and Mercy can co-exist, in fact we need to be both compassionate and rational in order to strengthen
good relationship in the family.

In February this year, over 15,000 pilgrims from around the world attended the General Audience at Saint Peter’s
Square, Vatican. There the Pope addressed the relationship between justice and mercy.

“It might appear that the two contradict each other; but in fact it is not so, for it is the very mercy of God that brings
true justice to fulfilment. But what kind of justice are we talking about?

If we think of the legal administration of justice, we see that those who consider themselves victims of injustice turn
to a judge in a tribunal and ask that justice be done. It is retributive justice, which inflicts a penalty on the guilty party,
according to the principle that each person must be given his or her due.

As the Book of Proverbs says: “He who is steadfast in righteousness will live, but he who pursues evil will die”. Jesus,
too, speaks about it in the parable of the widow who went repeatedly to the judge and asked him: “Vindicate me against
my adversary”. This path however does not lead to true justice because in reality it does not conquer evil, it merely checks
it. Only by responding to it with good can evil be truly overcome.

There is then another way of doing justice, which the Bible presents to us as the royal road to take. It is a process that
avoids recourse to the tribunal and allows the victim to face the culprit directly and invite him or her to conversion,
helping the person to understand that they are doing evil, thus appealing to their conscience.

In this way, by finally repenting and acknowledging their wrong, they can open themselves to the forgiveness that the
injured party is offering them. And this is beautiful: after being persuaded that what was done was wrong, the heart opens
to the forgiveness being offered to it. This is the way to resolve conflicts in the family, in the relationship between spouses
or between parents and children, where the offended party loves the guilty one and wishes to save the bond that unites
them. Do not sever that bond, that relationship. Certainly, this is a difficult journey.

It requires that those who have been wronged be ready to forgive and desire good and salvation for their offender.
Only in this way can justice triumph, because thus, if the culprit acknowledges the evil done and ceases to do it, the evil is
no more; and he who was unjust becomes just, because he is forgiven and is helped to rediscover the path of goodness.
And this is where forgiveness and mercy come in.”

Although it is easier said than done, making it happen is actually not as difficult. The key is not to focus on solving
the problem per se, because in reality it is not possible to find an immediate solution for certain kind of problems such as
physical disability or financial lack. Rather the focus should be on finding a common ground to ease the conflicts of both
parties and to avoid using abusive words (or instead give a gentle reminder to the other party).

In spite of existing conflicts, you could still arrange for the family to spend a good quality time together, to have some
fun and to nurture a relational and spiritual communication.

(continues on back page)
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