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23/10 6pm Our community is organizing a dinner for Eddie Ho to celebrate his
(Sun) Ordination to Permanent Diaconate of the Sydney Archdiocese. The
dinner will be held at THE EIGHT CHINESE RESTAURANT at
Market City, Chinatown. The cost is $50 per person. Anyone who
wants to join in, please contact Thomas Wong (0414-341-361), Mary
Liu (0412-261-196) or Joseph Chow (0418-600-382) ASAP. Those
who have already booked with other group leaders do not have to

book again.
29/10 2-4pm Asiana Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration.
(Sat) Centre Please open the invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join

and pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
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Our Community Advent Spiritual Activity will be held at Asiana Centre on 3 Dec (Sat) from 10:30am to 5pm with
our guest speaker Fr Harry Chan OFM.
Please reserve this date. More details will be posted in the next few weeks.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person.
Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for
details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the
first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Romans” by using the Little
Rock Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.

Continue ...

Apart from the six sacraments, there are of course other ministerial actions which Catholic clergy have the power
to perform. For example, deacons have the power to impart many (but not all) types of blessings, in accord with
the liturgical book (c. 1169.1). A deacon can expose the Blessed Sacrament for Eucharistic adoration, and bless
the people with the monstrance (c.943). A deacon can conduct wake and funeral services. And a deacon is permitted
to preach at Mass. Canon 764 states that in general, priests and deacons have the faculty to preach everywhere,
unless a particular bishop or religious superior has restricted that right.

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/ INDEX.HTM
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October 16, 2016, Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)

As long as Moses kept his hands raised up, Israel had the
better of the fight. ... Aaron and Hur supported his hands.
(Ex 17:11-12)
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John Everett Millais, Victory O Lord! 1871

Month of Prayer and Fasting for Marriage and Families. Sunday 16th October.

Today and throughout this week we pray for all persons who experience same sex attraction or gender uncertainty
and their families.

Heavenly Father, grant true peace and joy to our family members and friends who experience same sex attraction or
gender uncertainty. May we be sensitive and supportive especially in times of trial. Lead us to deeper faith as we all
strive for Christian perfection. www.acmfc.org.au

WALK WITH CHRIST COMPLETING THE YEAR OF MERCY

The annual CBD Walk With Christ Eucharistic procession will take place this year at 2.30pm Sunday, 20
November; the Feast of Christ the King. As the procession coincides with the closing of the Jubilee doors at St
Peter’s Basilica, Rome, it will be the completing event for the Year of Mercy in Sydney. Participants will gather for
the start in a closed section of Pitt St, between Hunter St and Martin Place. The Blessed Sacrament will be brought
to meet us there from St Patrick’s, Church Hill. For more details visit www.sydneycatholic.org/walkwithchrist.
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What Can (and Can't) a Deacon Do? Fr Martin Low OFM
Lay Catholics generally understand that because a deacon is not a priest, there are some sacramental/liturgical actions which
he cannot perform. But occasionally the laity is taken aback when they see a deacon engaged in some sort of ministerial
activity which they thought only a priest could do. Let's take a look first at what it really means to be a deacon, and then at
the ministerial actions which he may rightly perform.

It's important to note that a deacon is a cleric (c. 266.1). This is true whether he's a permanent deacon, or a seminarian who’s
preparing to be ordained a priest (known as a transitional deacon). Becoming a deacon must actually be ordained by a
bishop. Once a man becomes a deacon, there's no going back to the lay state. Ordination brings with it an ontological
change in the person, which cannot be undone. As a cleric, a deacon is incardinated into a diocese or religious institute. A
permanent deacon is bound to minister where the diocesan bishop assigns him, most commonly in a parish, assisting the
pastor in ministering to the parishioners. On a practical level, the average lay Catholic will notice that a deacon does many
but not all of the same things a priest can do. This is because some sacramental/ministerial actions are the purview of all
clerics, while others specifically require priestly ordination. Let's look at the sacraments in which they are addressed in the
Code of Canon Law, and see which actions a deacon has the ability to perform:

1. Baptism. Anybody can baptize, as ordination is not required for the valid conferral of this sacrament. Therefore, a deacon
can baptize. In a non-emergency situation, however, a deacon doesn't merely baptize validly: canon 861.1 notes that he is
also an ordinary minister of baptism, as is a priest or bishop. What does the term ordinary minister mean here? Since a
deacon is a cleric, administering the sacrament of baptism is an action that is proper to him. In other words, a lay-person
should only be administering baptism in extraordinary situations, (when an unbaptized person is dying, or perhaps in some
war-torn region where there are no clergy available to do it); but a deacon lawfully baptizes in ordinary, non-emergency
circumstances, just like any other member of the clergy. Thus if (for example) a permanent deacon baptizes a baby in his
parish, with the knowledge and approval of the pastor, he does so both validly and licitly.

2. Holy Eucharist. The average Catholic understands that a deacon cannot celebrate Mass, as he is unable to consecrate the
bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ. As canon 900.1 states the only minister, who can do this is a validly
ordained priest. This is reinforced by canon 907, which notes that at Mass, neither deacons nor the laity are permitted either
to say those prayers (particularly the Eucharistic prayer) or to perform those actions which are proper to the celebrating
priest. But with regard to the distribution of Holy Communion to the faithful, canon 910.1 states that the ordinary minister
of this sacrament is a bishop, priest, or deacon. The laity is allowed to distribute the Eucharist too, but only in situation that
are outside the norm which is why such persons are properly termed extraordinary minister of the Eucharist (c. 910.2).

3. Confirmation. Canon. 882 asserts that the ordinary minister of confirmation is a bishop. However, a priest can also
administer confirmation by law, when he baptizes all adult or receives all already baptized adult into the Catholic Church,
and also in danger of death (c. 883 nn. 2 & 3). A deacon, however, cannot administer the sacrament of confirmation under
any circumstances - if he were to attempt to do so, the confirmation would be invalid.

4. Penance. The law regarding this sacrament is unequivocal: only a priest can administer the sacrament of penance (c.
965). There are no circumstances under which a deacon can hear a confession.

5. Anointing of the Sick. Canon 1003.1 specifically notes that only a priest can validly administer the anointing of the sick.
If a person is gravely ill, a deacon might very well pay a pastoral visit to him; but a deacon cannot actually anoint anyone.
6. Marriage: Catholics who wish to marry are bound to observe the canonical form for marriage. Among other things, this
means that the wedding must be celebrated in the presence of either the bishop, or the pastor of the parish, or a priest or
deacon delegated by either of them (c. 1108.1). It follows, then, that a deacon can validly officiate at a Catholic marriage

ceremony, so long as he has been delegated to do so by the pastor.

Continue next page...



