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23/10 6pm Our community is organizing a dinner for Eddie Ho to celebrate his
(Sun) Ordination to Permanent Diaconate of the Sydney Archdiocese. The
dinner will be held at THE EIGHT CHINESE RESTAURANT at
Market City, Chinatown. The cost is $50 per person. Anyone who
wants to join in, please contact Thomas Wong (0414-341-361),
Mary Liu (0412-261-196) or Joseph Chow (0418-600-382) ASAP.
Those who have already booked with other group leaders do not
have to book again.

29/10 2pm - 4pm | Asiana
(Sat) Centre

Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration.
Please open the invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join
and pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
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Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person.
Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for
details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the
first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Romans” by using the Little
Rock Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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All community members are cordially invited to attend the ordination Mass of Eddie Ho to the Permanent Diaconate
at St Mary's Cathedral on Monday 10 October 2016 at 7pm.

We offer our congratulations to Eddie and Anne and let us keep Eddie in our prayers as he prepares to be ordained to
the Permanent Diaconate.
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October 9, 2016, Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)

They stood at a distance from him and raised their voices,
saying, “Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!” (Lk 17:12-13)
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Pieter Bruegel the Elder, The Beggars, 1568.

Bishop Terry Brady, Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney, in conjunction with the Justice and Peace Office of the Catholic
Archdiocese, would like to invite you and your families to a Mass to celebrate Labour Day on 12 October 2016 at
11.00am in the Polding Centre Chapel, Level 6 followed by a light luncheon. Please RSVP to
jpoinfo@sydneycatholic.org by 10 October.

Month of Prayer and Fasting for Marriage and Families. Sunday 9th October.

Today and throughout this week we pray for all families in distress. Heavenly Father, grant healing to all families in
distress, especially those burdened with strained relationships. Draw close to all families who have experienced
violence, upheaval, illness or division: May all who have been wounded find ready comfort and healing.
www.acmfc.org.au
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Questions & Answers on Permanent Deacon Sr. Teresa Chiu MM

Mr. Eddie Ho of our Community together with another candidate for deacon aspirant will be ordained as Permanent
Deacon of the Archdiocese on 10th October 2016 at 7.00 p.m. in St. Mary’s Cathedral. There may be members of our
Community which are not familiar with the role of Permanent Deacon, it is a good opportunity for me to provide some
information in the form of Q&A.

1. When did Permanent Deacon start?
In Apostolic times but in later centuries, PD (Permanent Deacon) ceased to exist until after Vat.Il. PD began in 1993 in
HK Diocese and over the past twenty years, over 20+ have been ordained. Sydney Archdiocese started the program later.

2. It is understood that they are two types of deacons. What are their differences?

One type is known as transitory deacon, destined to priesthood, after a period of six months of pastoral work in the field.
Another type is Permanent Deacon, drawn mainly from mature Catholic men, either married or single. As PD has to
maintain the livelihood of the family members, they normally apply for deaconate when dependent children are capable to
support themselves. Unmarried man, once ordained as deacon cannot marry. Married man must have the consent of the
spouse in writing as the presence of the spouse will be required in some of the training session for PD.

3. As the married man has obligation towards his spouse and children, is there any restriction on age of the applicant?
At time of admission to training course, applicant should not exceed 60 years old, generally speaking, they are within the
range between 55-60 years in age.

4. What are their training/formation programs?

PD is a close assistant to the diocesan bishop, sharing the responsibility to provide pastoral service to the faithful as a
servant of the Holy Bible, in the study of liturgy for the propagation of the Words of God. The training and formation
program is very extensive covering Bible Study, Dogma, Ethics, liturgy, etc., pastoral works and social services training.
The PD in HK Diocese undertake visiting teams of Catholic to prisons, conducting catechism classes in HK Prisons,
including visits to hospitals, ministry to the dying or to help the family in funeral. In a word, PD will be a good helper for
the Bishop and parish priests.

5. Since the PD has such a high ideal, is it open to all the male Catholic in the

Diocese?

Absolutely not. He must have received a vocation from God and at the same time, as a PD, he must have the quality
required. In the Catholic Church, regardless of one’s ranking in the hierarchys, it is the ministry that is different, like a
jigsaw puzzle, as every piece has its own function and importance. In the Kingdom of Heaven, we have the popes,
bishops, priests, religious brothers and sisters and countless number of laity. God likes everyone in one’s position in life,
to fulfil one’s obligation. Anyone can join the sainthood.

6. Any difference between PD and religious brothers or sisters?

PD belongs to the hierarchy in the same stream as bishops, priests, whereas the religious brothers and sisters belong to the
religious order/institute leading a consecrated life. Some members of the male religious orders may be ordained to
priesthood, and will have the status in hierarchy as well as religious. Generally, women religious remain in the
order/institute/congregation as religious.

7. Apart from works for charity assigned by the Bishop, do they undertake other
Pastoral works?

Their works include:

*  Preaching the Divine Words and distribute Blessed Sacrament,

* To conduct blessing with the Blessed Sacrament,

* To conduct baptism,

*  To conduct Marriage,

* To conduct service for the dying,

* To serve as spiritual director for pious association,

* To conduct catechism classes,

*  Visits and Blessing of Homes.

Under special circumstances, PD can act as person in charge of a parish for administration purposes. But PD cannot
celebrate mass or to administer Confession, as I have seen such cases in Canada.

8. Any difference of a PD and a Priest in vestment?
PD is identified by wearing his stole diagonally from the left shoulder and fastened the end to the right waist.

9. No. of PD in the Universal Church?
Over 10,000 PD.
May God bless you all. Let us meet again at the Cathedral on October, 10.



